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s Mix-and-Match Book of Face Mutations, but 
for some reason it’s his recently completed 

graphic novel Black Hole that's being called 

his masterpiece. | dunno; the nightmare-face 

activity book for kids sounds pretty 

masterpiece-y to me... 
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One drop 


Blood is the very stuff of life, and 
depending on the blood that flows 
through your veins—and by that | mean 
whether you are gay, straight, white or 
black—your life, or that of your ances- 
tors, could have been dramatically differ- 
ent. For instance, my Creole family hails 
from the southern African island nation 
of Mauritius where the British banned 
slavery in 1833. Indians were then 
imported as indentured labourers. But at 
the height of the slave trade 200 years 
ago, “quadroon”—a term derived from 
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the Spanish word cuarter6n, from cuarto, 
or “quarter’—described a person with 
one-quarter African or black ancestry. 

“It commonly refers to a person 
with three European or white grandpar- 
ents and one African grandparent,” 
explains the online Wikipedia encyclo- 
pedia. “This term is considered obsolete 
[today] and is no longer in general use, 
as is the term octoroon, which was for- 
merly used in American English to mean 
‘a person whose ancestry is seven- 
eighths white and one-eighth black.” 

In the colonial era, if you were a 
quadroon, then you were “coloured” 
and very likely forced into slavery. Then 
after the American Civil War, the U.S. 
Racial Integrity Act of 1924 catego- 
rized people as “black” based on the 
One-Drop Theory: “Every person in 
whom there is ascertainable any Negro 
blood shall be deemed and taken to be 
a coloured person.” Of course, if you 
had one drop of white blood running 
through your veins, you were still con- 
sidered a nigger. 

The Reference.com encyclopedia 
states, “One-drop theory is still influen- 


tial in the USA—by de facto American 
colour standards, a multiracial person 
with black heritage is considered black 
unless they declare themselves other- 
wise, identifying instead as white, 
mixed-race or Native American, for 
example (different colour standards 
can be seen in countries such as Brazil). 
These standards are widely rejected in 
the Latino communities of the U.S., the 
majority of which is mixed race.” 

So why bring this up here? Because 
today, if you are gay, one drop of your 
blood is considered as poisonous as 
one drop of black blood was thought 
to be at the height of slavery. Today 
gay Canadians, Americans and Britons 
are not allowed to donate even one 
drop of blood because gay blood can 
ostensibly poison their nations’ blood 
supplies with HIV. 

“Male donors: Have you had sex 
with a man, even one time since 
19772” ask Héma-Québec and Canadi- 
an Blood Services (which services the 
rest of the country) in their mandatory 
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By DAVID BERRY 


VANCOUVER: 
ARMED! 


Vancouverites who aren’t planning on 
paying for their transit tickets might 
want to think twice, as that city’s rapid 
transit service has become the first in 
the country to hire a police service that 
carries guns and has all the powers of a 
regular police force. The officers, far 
from just serving as the world’s most 
effective ticket-checkers, are able to 
conduct investigations, enforce war- 
rants and drug laws, and, of course, 
make arrests—even if they occur off 
transit property. 

B.C. Solicitor General John Les 
defended the policy by telling the CBC 
that the newly armed patrolmen would 
“enhance public safety throughout the 
SkyTrain route on buses, trains and sta- 
tions and in the neighbourhoods that 
surround the depots.” 

“It is about helping to build public 
confidence and public safety,” he 
added. “We want to promote ridership 
and that can be much more readily 
accomplished when people actually 
feel safe.” The transit cops would of 
course have to meet all the require- 
ments of a regular municipal police 
force, though Sim didn’t mention if 
Vancouverites actually cited safety con- 
cerns as reasons for not using things 
like the SkyTrain or the SeaBus. 

What's more, the new force was 
instituted the Monday after a shooting 


death at a local bar has raised fears 


among Vancouver's real police force 
that carrying a firearm is the new hot 
trend sweeping the city. The concerns 
were raised after the death of Lee 
Matasi last weekend, who was shot to 
death after an altercation with a 28- 
year-old man. The fact that, unlike in 
most gun-related deaths among young 
males, neither Matasi nor the shooter 
had any ties to gangs has Van City 
police worried that hip young youths 
are packing heat with their designer 
shoes and condoms. 

“What's alarming to us is that 
we're seeing these individuals that may 
think that it’s the ‘in’ trend to be carry- 
ing these guns,” spokesperson Howard 
Chow told the CBC, citing the fact gun 
seizures have increased 33 per cent 
since 2002, and shooting incidents 
have increased from 59 to 68 in the 
same time frame. 

| believe the lesson here is that 
everyone feels safer when there are 
more guns. 


GREENS: DEBATE? 


Green Party leader Jim Harris, evi- 
dently labouring under the impres- 
sion that a party that gained 4.3 per 
cent of the popular vote and ran can- 
didates in all 308 ridings last election 
might somehow matter on the 
national scene or something, is once 
again raising a fuss that he’s being 
excluded from the nationally tele- 
vised election debates. 

“These debates should not be left 
in the hands of corporate executives 
who meet in secret to make decisions 
about our democracy and who have 
the tacit approval of the four political 
parties,” Harris told CP on Monday. 
He didn’t bring up the subject of 
legal action, as he threatened in 
2004, but when asked about it he 
explained that the party was explor- 
ing its options. For now, the Greens 
have a petition on their website 
(www.greenparty.ca) in the hopes 


that with enough signatures, they'll 
get on the docket in time for the 
December 15 debate in Vancouver. 

For anyone with niggling concerns, 
such as the fact that the Greens have 
no sitting MPs, Harris pointed out that 
Bloc was given a seat at the 1993 elec- 
tion debates, despite the fact they 
weren't even a recognized party at the 
time. It’s also worth noting that out- 
side the big four, who all have a spot at 
the table, the Green’s 582,247 votes 
accounted for more than five times the 
combined total of every other regis- 
tered political party. 


VOTES: FOR SALE! 


On a less cynical election note, a Que- 
becois man might be facing charges 
from Elections Canada after putting his 
vote up for auction on eBay. In the 
spirit of 2000 American election site 
voteauction.com—whose progenitor, 
James Baumgartner, actually currently 
works for local radio station CJSR—the 
man put his democratic soul up for 
sale last Monday, pointing out that the 
federal Liberals usually just buy their 
votes through election promises. 

A spokesperson for Elections 
Canada wouldn't explicitly say that 
they were going to press charges, but 
did point out that Canadian law is 
very clear on how it deals with vote 
exchanging. “The law forbids selling 
ballots, as you know,” Gilles Paquin 
told CBC, who presumably already 
knew that. “You cannot trade a vote, 
you cannot exchange it with some- 
body. It’s illegal in many fashions.” 
He didn’t explain how many other 
fashions were involved other than the 
general “you can’t exchange your 
vote” thing. 

By the way, for anyone with a little 
extra cash on their hands after the holi- 
day season, the going rate for a vote is 
evidently about $20, if the 17 bids the 
man garnered online were any indica- 
tion of market value. @ 
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oral, | aceon a out 
best consumer goods, all at 
rock-bottom ‘sale prices! Formerly 
dead spaces in malls are filled with 
enchanting calendar stores. Aban- 
doned kiosks of overpriced knick- 
-knacks you passed in August are 
suddenly pata by three people 
and doing brisk business. Must-have 
e heavily ¢ discounted in 

xing Week Comes Early” sales, 
as even the day after Christmas is 
affected by “retail creep.” It would 
"be a shame to pass up any of these 
" outstanding bargains, wouldn't it? 
Asa side benefit to the season, 
people's perennial generosity and 
_ warm ath translates into nearly 80 
"per cent of charitable fundraising 
across the country, as food banks 
and do-gooder organizations see 
the majority of their donations dur- 
ing the holiday season. For this rea- 
son alone, why couldn't we extend 
the season? If the Christmas season 
could start in February and wind 
down sometime in January, perhaps 
the need these organizations serve 
could finally be addressed! 

If Christmas lasted all year, we 
could share singalongs with perfect 
strangers and find reindeer socks any 
time. The less fortunate would always 
be able to turn to fully financed chari- 
table organizations. Everything we 
could ever want would be Christmas 
Sale priced and our politicians would 
pce ioe unable to 
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Critics worry Alberta 
~ Environment’s ~ 
Mineable Oil 

Sands Strategy 
spells disaster for 
northern wetlands 

By JEREMY DERKSEN 


vironmental groups and govern- 

ent critics say oil companies 

ay create a “moonscape” north 
of Fort MacMurray if the Alberta 
government moves forward with its 
Mineable Oil Sands Strategy for gov- 
erning land use in the region. 

The Alberta Environment website 
describes the strategy known as 
MOSS as a “cross-ministry initiative 
for government and industry to 
manage and coordinate oil sands 
mining and its environmental 
impacts.” But despite its cute green 
acronym, critics claim MOSS opens 
the door for oil 
companies to mine 
ecologically sensi- 
tive, unique natur- 
al areas like the McClelland Lake 

_ Wetlands without any concern for 
the potential impacts. The effect, 
they say, will be devastating. 

The McClelland Lake Wetlands is 
a peat and black spruce fen that 
hosts nearly a dozen rare plant 
species, and others that are extreme- 
ly rare in a boreal forest. Dr. Jan 
Urquhart is part of the Alberta 
Wilderness Association (AWA), a 
group that is fighting to defend the 
area from development. The Univer- 
sity of Alberta political scientist says 
that at the heart of the new strategy 
is the government’s blind faith in 
technology to solve our environ- 
mental problems. 

“There's a real overconfidence in 
how we can manipulate nature,” he 
says. “In the case of the wetlands, 
even though we don’t know yet 
what all the ecological relationships 
are, they think they can mine half of 
it and still preserve its ecological 
integrity. This is an experiment on a 
grand scale. But then, everything 
else about the oil sands is so gigan- 
tic, why not tinker with nature on a 
gigantic scale, too?” 

What makes Urquhart incredu- 
lous about the ability of government 
and industry to properly reclaim, 
much less preserve, these distinct 
habitats is their poor track record to 
date. He quotes information on the 
status of land reclamation in the oil 
sands taken directly from the Alberta 
Environment website; of 33,000-plus 
hectares “disturbed” between 1964 
and 2003, only a little over 5,000 are 
under active reclamation. More 
importantly, none have been fully 
reclaimed. So, Urquhart asks, what 
makes them so sure they can reclaim 
land now? 


LIBERAL ENVIRONMENT CRITIC Dr. 
David Swann is just as skeptical 
about reclamation efforts. He uses 
the moonscape metaphor to describe 
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have pocked the earth north of Fort 
MacMurray. 

“When you see these open pits 
hundreds and hundreds of feet 
deep, with no healthy-looking soil 
anywhere, to think that those are 
going to be ‘lakes’ is laughable,” he 
says. “To consider the possibility of 
restoring wetlands is laughable. The 
chief of research at the Tailings 
research centre (a U of A facility for 
studying the dirty leftovers of oil 
mining) says there’s no evidence 
that we can deal with this yet. 
When I raised that in the House last 
week, the Minister of Environment 
actually admitted that they didn’t 
know how to deal with it—they’d be 
finding out along the way. 

“MOSS sets the priority for the 
area—some odd 200,000 square 
miles—for oil sands,” continues 
Swann. “And if that’s the priority, 
then everything is aimed towards 
getting oil out as quickly and effi- 
ciently as possible with the maxi- 
mum economic benefit. That 
necessarily puts 
environmental 
and social impacts 
second.” 

For Swann, though, this is only a 
partial answer to the problem. “This 
has to do with ‘sustainable develop- 
ment,’” he says. “The government 
has used the term for some time 
now, but it’s not clear they mean 
what the rest of us do—environmen- 
tal, social and economic well-being. 
They use ‘sustainable’ to mean we'll 
keep making money out of this in 
some way.” 

For the McClelland Lake Wet- 
lands, Urquhart worries, this may 
spell tragedy. He and the AWA are 
frustrated by the lack of consultation 


“Bitumen isn’t the only 
treasure in that part of 
the world.” —Dnr. lan 
Uraqunanrt, ALBERTA 
WILDERNESS AsSOCIATION 


the government is doing on MOSS, 
thus far only having scheduled an 
information session and four several- 
hour workshops to be held in Fort 
MacMurray. “There’s no province- 
wide consultation whatsoever, on a 
resource that’s crucial to the 
province’s future,” says Urquhart. 
“That strikes me as lacking from a 
democratic perspective.” 

He's hoping that Albertans will 
respond to the government's online 
consultation (accessible at 
energy.gov.ab.ca) and tell the gov- 
ernment what they think about 
MOSS. “We're not saying that these 
companies shouldn’t be able to mine 
the oil sands; just find them another 
spot to do it in,” says Urquhart. “It's 
not unusual to swap leases; we're 
urging the government to set aside 
one small area, the McClelland Lake 
Wetlands, a territory that amounts 
to maybe five per cent of the total 
area under development. 1 

“Bitumen isn’t the only treasure 


the spread of deep mining pits that 


in that part of the world.” © 
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ice you've Hadpohe or Chatles ‘sills. 
tions pointed out to you, you start to rec- 
gnize them everywhere. Flowing lines, 
precisely inked shadows, luscious pools of black, 
black ink, a vague sense of uneasy menace that 
underlies even his work for ultra-mainstream 
publications like the New Yorker, Rolling Stone 
and Entertainment Weekly. (The people he draws 
all seem to have flashlights shining up under 
their chins.) Maybe you recall the memorable 
cover he drew for Iggy Pop’s Brick by Brick 
album, or saw the national ad campaign he 
designed for Altoids or the multiple portraits 
he’s created for the cover of every single issue of 
The Believer. He’s worked so long and so success- 
fully as a graphic artist, he says over the phone 
from his home in Philadelphia, that “many of 
the people in that world of illustration have 
absolutely no idea I draw comics.” 

But Burns does draw comics—brilliant, dis- 
turbing, haunting, unforgettable comics full of 
monsters, nightmarish violence, Mexican 
wrestlers and deviant sexual behaviour. (He 
once published a children’s book, but it was 
called Face-tasm: The Creepy Mix-and-Match 
Book of Face Mutations.) For the last 11 years, 
Burns has been working on what most critics 
consider his masterpiece: a graphic novel 
named Black Hole. Fittingly, one of the main 
characters is a teenager who circulates among 
the normal kids at his high school, none of 
whom realize he’s actually a mutant. 


FIRST PUBLISHED SERIALLY in 12 separate 
installments by Fantagraphics, Black Hole is the 
culmination of themes Burns has been explor- 
ing since 1981, when his friend Art Spiegelman 
invited him to contribute to the third issue of 
Raw, the influential magazine that, more than 
any other, convinced the literary establishment 
that comics could be a legitimate vehicle for 
adult artistic expression. Burns's stories were in 
some ways the most traditional things Raw 
every published—they had strong narratives, 
they borrowed from familiar genres like detec- 
tive mysteries or boys’ adventures, and they 
employed an accessible, old-fashioned visual 
style that recalled the look of ’40s romance 
comics or Tales From the Crypt. But Burns had 
an unerring talent for taking a familiar, innocu- 
ous setup for a story and tapping into the Jun- 
gian pool of dread lurking just beneath it. His 
closest cinematic equivalent is probably David 
Lynch; a typical Burns comics starts out like 
Blue Velvet and ends up like Eraserhead. 

Black Hole is probably the most mature work 
Burns has ever created; its pages still contain 
plenty of images of deformed flesh, but Burns 
creates such a vivid sense of time and place—an 
unnamed town in the Pacific Northwest in the 
early ’70s—that it lingers in your memory as a 
work of naturalism, not a sci-fi/horror story 
about a sexually transmitted disease that turns 
teenagers into monsters. “There are certainly 
things in the book that happened to me to one 
degree or another,” Burns said, “although they 
certainly weren’t that extreme. I had a much 
more sheltered existence than what | portray 
here. But I could have told a similar story with- 
out the whole idea of the teen plague. There 
were certainly runaway kids hiding out in the 
woods where I grew up who led very similar, 
difficult lives to the ones in the book.” 

Both the “normal” teens and the mutant 
teens hang out in the woods in Black Hole: the 
normal ones gather in a clearing they call “Plan- 
et Xeno” to smoke dope and ponder their empty 
futures; the mutants (once-normal teens whose 
bodies sport a wide, unpredictable variety of goi- 
ters, growths and pustules as a result of the 
plague) sit around the fire and eat buckets of 
Kentucky Fried Chicken they’ve foraged from 
the outskirts of town. But one of the most 
intriguing things about Black Hole is that the line 
between the normals and the mutants is much 
hazier than you'd think: a boy named Rob still 
goes to high school, wearing high collars and 
turtlenecks to hide the miniature second mouth, 


Black Hole stuns 


Charles Burns creates a comix masterpiece with tale 
of angst-filled teenage mutants 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


complete with teeth and tongue, that’s appeared 
on his throat; a beautiful budding artist named 
Eliza has sprouted a tail, which she tells her new 
boyfriend Keith to grab onto as they make love; 
a girl named Chris doesn’t even realize she has a 
seam in her skin opening up 
along her spine until she goes 
skinny dipping with some 
friends and wonders why 
they’re all pointing at her. 

“[ put a lot of thought into how the disease 
would manifest itself in each character in 
metaphorical ways,” Burns says. “You've got 
Chris, who's literally shedding her skin like a 
snake—you've got the idea of being that age and 
wanting to slip out of your skin and transform 


yourself and get away from yourself. There's Rob 
with his other mouth, which speaks when he 
doesn’t want it to speak, as if his subconscious 
mind starts to talk when he’s sleeping and reveal- 
ing things he doesn’t necessarily want to admit 
to. But one of my favourite 
touches is also this overweight 
girl who you see sitting with 
the mutants in the woods 
even though you can’t see anything that’s neces- 
sary wrong with her. I like the idea that you've 
got this group of outcast kids living out in the 
woods, and perhaps she's been treated horribly 
all her life because of her weight and so she’s run 
off to be with them because she feels more com- 
fortable in those surroundings. It’s nothing I 
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spelled out, but I like playing around with thdse 
ideas. The same thing happens in that scene 
where Keith is tripping out on LSD and runs into 
this group of kids in the woods—they’re all star- 
ing at the fire the way his friends were staring at 
the TV, but he feels more camaraderie with them 
than he does with his own friends.” 

There doesn’t appear to be a surrogate 
“Charles Burns” character in Black Hole, but 
the entire book contains so many 
observed images and snatches of dialogue 
tiny details—the stultifying educational f 
in science class; the bologna, lettuce and Mi 
cle Whip sandwiches for lunch; the Day 
Bowie Diamond Dogs LP ont turr e 
sounding like a dispatch from outer space 
that it all seems autobiographical ‘ 

“In theory, the story could happen now,” 
Burns says. “But ultimately I decided 1 
in the '70s because I thought it would 


speak with authority about what Iw: 
through at that time, because that 
time I was going through it. And I just t 
that early ’70s atmosphere helpex 
Story; it’s the aftermath of the ’60s 
revolution has taken place, drugs ar 


of the everyday culture, but the way 
crashed and everyone's kind of settled int 


Escher posters on 
settled in there ike zombies—they’ve got long 
hair, but they’ze more like fratboys who are 
smoking pot instead of drinking beer 


THERE’S A BIT OF A stoner vibe to the book’s 
Overall mood as well, in th se that the pl 
doesn’t so much move for i 
inside its charzcters’ heads a 
and around in 


a series of imp 
sive flashbacks and flash-forwards, dreams and 
nightmares. It’s not a fast-moving Dawn o 
Dead thriiler about a band « eroes trying to 
hold off the spread of a plague; the disease is 
just a fact of life in Black Hole, and no one 
seems to be doing much to stop i m spread- 


ing or to help its victims. At times, in fact, the 


book’s mood of hopeless, all-pervadin 


is almost overwhelming. 

“I had a few false starts on the story,” Burns 
says. “Initially | approached the story in a more 
plot-driven way: ‘Okay, here’s what happens to 
this society when the plague breaks out.’ The 
parents were rounding up the kids and putting 
them into sort of internment camps and so on 
But it just felt very heavy-handed to me. I found 
that I liked it better when the characters treated 
the disease like it was just part of their exis- 
tence. And so I made a conscious effort to really 
focus on the characters and make the book 
more of a reflection of my internal world when 
I was that age 
effort not to have any adults in the book. When 
you're that age, you're very self-centred—there’s 
this total immersion you do into yourself and 
your friends, and my memory is that parents 
might be there, but they’re not really players. 

A movie version of Black Hole, to be direct- 
ed by Alexandre Aja (of High Tension fame), is 
currently in the planning stages at Paramount 
Studios; in the meantime, Burns is working on 
an animated film for a French studio, as well as 
an anthology of various uncollected stories 
and commercial illustrations. He’s busy, but 
it'll probably be a while before we see some- 
thing else on the scale of Black Hole from him. 
“| don’t know if I have a whole bunch of other 
long stories in me,” he says. “I enjoyed work- 
ing that way, starting and stopping over a peri- 
od of years. It was a frustrating pace at times 
but it was probably ultimately a good way to 
work; it allowed me to step back sometimes 
instead of barreling through. It’s just nice now 
not having to worry about getting into a car 
wreck and dying before it’s all finished.” © 


And I also made a conscious 
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blood donor questionaires. They might 
as well ask, “Are you a sodomite? 
Because if you are, we don’t want your 
faggot blood.” 

That’s why on November 25, gay 
McGill law student Adrian Lomaga 
filed suit against the blood-collection 
agency in the small claims division of 
Quebec Court seeking $1,500 for 
“moral injury.” Lomaga alleges 
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and non-discrimination guarantees in 
both the Canadian and Quebec 
rights charters. 

“The anti-gay ban] made me feel 
like a second-class citizen, that some- 
how my blood was poison and | could 
never help another person in need,” 
Lomaga told the Montreal Gazette. 

Except Lomaga is wrong. His treat- 
ment cannot be compared to the prej- 
udice suffered by “quadroons” and 
“octoroons” during the days of slavery 
because HIV can still infect our blood- 
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advances in blood testing. 

What this all boils down to’is, if 
you're bi or gay, then there’s no way 
in hell you're going to donate even 
one drop of blood. That doesn’t make 
the system even a near-perfect one. 
But it will save lives. And just one life 
is worth it. : 


Push, push, in the Bush 


As Gwen Stefani completes the North 
American leg of her current tour, 


ae 
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remember that her husband Gavin 
Rossdale, lead singer of the huge ‘90s 
rock band Bush, used to be the 
boyfriend of Boy George’s best drag- 
queen friend, Marilyn. 

After agreeing to drop anecdotes 
about Rossdale dating Marilyn in his 
first memoirs, Take it Like a Man, Boy 
George wrote in his entertaining 2005 
memoirs Straight, “| had another run- 
in with Gavin when | told People maga- 
zine that his [then] girlfriend Gwen 
Stefani was ‘Marilyn with muscles and 
breasts.’ It was no put-down—I think 
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-inker inside the Rickard’s Tastér’s 12 pack. 
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A 
Gwen is beautiful and extremely cool 
Before the article was printed Gavin 
again stormed round to my house, 
Franting and raging...” 

Boy George continues, “I felt Gavin 
could have saved himself tears of 
drama by just saying: ‘So what? M 
lyn was a babe.’ To be fair to Gavin, he 
helped Marilyn out financially on a 
number of occasions and he has never, 
ever been derogatory about ¢ 

1 guess that means Gavin Ro: 
can’t donate blood either. And t 
extension, neither can Gwen. @ 
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the Falling Sky 


Goscinny 
(First album in 
four years) 


Thud! 
Terry Pratchett 


(New Discworld) 


Limits of 
Enchantment 


Graham Joyce 
( One of our 
favorite authors ) 


a) 


City of 
Falling Angels 
John Berendt — 


( Unveiling Venice ) 


Winter's Tale 


Robert Sabuda 


( A pop-up journey 
by the master ) 


—w 
7925-104 chest Ph: 439- 2005 © www.greenwoods.com 
books@greenwoods.com 


PPPOE SETH Te wee 
eater eedades 


infinite 
lives 


By DARREN ZENKO 


Out of the sub-sub-zero they came, 
unannounced but not unexpected, 
charcoal-grey liquor-store bags tucked 
under parka armpits. My small hope of 
a cozy evening of quiet work on the 
comfort of my couch is blown away in 
the arctic gust from the open door. | 
know why these guys are here. | can 
see the fire in their eyes above the 
bundling of their scarves, can feel the 
challenge even before they pull aside 
those coils of woollyester to shout their 
battle cry: 

“CARCASSONNE!” 

And 50, it is on. It is fuckin’ on. The 
corkscrew and coffee-cups are found— 
stemmed glasses are too tippy in this 
action-packed environment—and the 
table is cleared of bottles, bills, art sup- 
plies, action figures and yesterday's 
dishes. Carcassonne likes to spread 
out, and in unexpected directions, so 
you've got to give it space. The ritual 
of land-clearing and bottle-opening is 
accompanied by tales of previous 
games—eye-popping accounts of 
high-scoring megacities and last- 
minute farm fuckovers—and chin- 
scratching discussions on strategy. 
After a year of playing, Carcassonne has 
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yet to fully reveal its secrets to us. 

The 2001 German Game of the 
Year, Carcassonne is, like the best of 
games, infinitely complex because of 
its very simplicity. Taking its name from 
an important medieval trade city 
famous for its architectural mix, it’s a 
game of gradual development: players 
take turns drawing tiles, adding them 
to the map, and occupying them with 
their followers, slowly creating a net- 
work of roads, cities, farms and clois- 
ters whose balance of power is 
constantly shifting. The rules are sim- 
ple, straightforward and (unless you 
get into the various expansion sets; see 
below) without exceptions, there's no 
long and boring setup process, no 
stopping of play to consult the rule- 
book, no random dice-rolls, no tedious 
endgame of attrition... it’s the perfect 
game for anybody, even boardgame 
skeptics, to get into and stay into. 

“Stay into.” Huh... as if we had a 
choice. Carcassonne is an addiction. Not 
a hard and demanding addiction, but a 
gentle one, a voice in your soul that 
nudges you kindly into games: “As long 
as you're all sitting around drinking any- 
way....” A great deal of Carcassonne’s 
addictive charm comes from the fact 
you walk away from every game—win 
or lose—convinced you've uncovered 
some secret Deep Tactic. It takes like 
three games for someone to go from 
rolling their eyes and barely consenting 
to play to gleeful cackling in celebration 
of some devious bit of cockblocking. 
Yeah, there’s no armies and battles, no 
hit points or dice rolling, but once you 
get an eye for the game, Carcassonne 
can take a very unsportsmanlike turn. 
Each play presents many tempting 
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opportunities to stick it to your oppo- 

nents. Or “opponent,” singular; unlike 

most board games, Carcassone works 
I great—better, even—with two players. 
Way more cutthroat. 

It’s been almost a year since | intro- 
duced Carcassonne to my friends, after 
it had helped warm up many a chill 
Belfast night, and | guess it’s inevitable 
they’d start falling away from the Pure 
Experience, getting into all these new- 
fangled expansion sets. “Inns and 
Cathedrals,” “Builders and Traders”... 
“The Princess and the Dragon”? | 
dunno; | really am a conservative at 
heart, and the simplicity of core Car- 
cassonne is its greatest strength. But, 
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hey... whatever floats your boat. If rais- 


ing pigs and trading wine and sending 
knights to fight a dragon is what it’s 
gonna take to keep people at the gam- 
ing table instead of rioting in the 
streets, then so be it. 

Expanded or otherwise, it doesn’t 
look like Carcassonne’s going away 
from our lives anytime soon; the pull is 
too strong, the nights too long. | guess 
this is my “gift guide” suggestion, 
since it seems to be the season: drop 
Carcassonne on anybody on your list 
who, you know, enjoys fun. Pack it up 
with a hefty bottle of fightin’ French 
red, and you've got yourself a party 
right there under the tree. O 
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Can a few people 
make a difference? 


Hands Adto oss Africa 
South Africa eee - Sierra Leone 


...we think so. 


are we? How can | become 
0 y uy 
The Hands Across Africa project was started by colleagues at the Glenrose involved? 
Rehabilitation Hospital in Edmonton who had a desire to mprove the lives of Come join us and experence 
others. Ithas now evolved into a group of participant-volunteers who will be the trip of a lifetime! 
( Tt at ney for three — 
climbing Mount Kilimanjaro in Tanzania in an effort to raise money for three 1. Climb Mount Kilimanjaro 
rehabilitation projects in Africa. in Fall 206 
Our Mission Participant-volunteers will be 


responsible for the cost of thew 
trip as well as raising $2000 
towards the fundraising goal. 


To provide financial support for grassroots inmbatives that empower 
childrendfamilies in Africa who are affected by the results of war, HIM 


poverty and abuse. 
2 Volunteer to assist with 


Who will benefit? the fundraising 

A series of events will be 
held in Edmonton up until 
the climb in October 2006. 


1. Sierra Leone 
Rural rehabilitation clinic offering services to people affected by war. 


2 South Africa 


Rural community development and AIDS outreach project 3. Make a donation 
Your contribution will assist 
3. Tanzania one of three rehabilitation 


Amani Children’s Home which offers education, vocational training projects supported by Hands 
and housing for abandoned and abused children. Across Africa. 


email: kili4kids@yahoo.ca or www.handsacrossafrica.org 
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By DAVID YOUNG 
anpd TB PLAYER 


In what has been the thinnest week for 
Oiler games this season, the team only 
played in two matchups since the last 
copy of Vue Weekly was printed. Last 
Thursday saw the Oilers beat the Van- 
couver Canucks 5-3, and on Saturday, 
the Oilers fell to the Boston Bruins 5-4 in 
overtime. Dave and TB go over their 
thoughts on the week in Oiler hockey. 


There's an Eastern Conference? 


Last week’s visit by the Bruins was the 
Oilers’ first game this season against an 
Eastern team, and one of only 10 sched- 
uled this year. That means 12 per cent of 
opponents this year will be from the East. 
In the 2003/04 season, the Oilers had 16 
of 82 (19.5 per cent) games against the 
other conference. To compare, in Major 
League Baseball the National and Ameri- 
can Leagues now play a maximum of 18 
of 162 (11 per cent) “inter-league” 
games, a concept introduced in 1997 to 
treat baseball fans to matchups they 
never got to see, like Yankees versus Mets 
or Cubs versus White Sox. In trying to 
create more divisional rivalries, the NHL is 
further separating the East and West into 
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Maybe they'll be too old to 
(allegedly) trash the hotel room 


Jeremy Roenick, who has amazingly 
managed to go a couple months without 
saying anything annoying, mentioned 
last week that he hopes Team USA will 
give its older players another shot at a 
gold medal in the Winter Olympics in 
February. Roenick is 36 years old, Chris 
Chelios will be 44 (isn’t he going to pur- 
sue his bobsledding dream?) and Brian 
Leetch will be 37. For Team Canada’s 
sake, | hope someone finally listens to 
him and ignores the younger, faster and 
better players so Roenick and company 
can try again. In fact, why not dust off 
Tom Barrasso, Brett Hull and Phil Hous- 
ley, as well? Jeremy would be happy. So 
would Canada. (TB) 


Wrong Mike? 


Former Oiler Mike York, traded this 
summer to Long Island for Mike Peca, 
notched two goals and added three 
assists against St. Louis Tuesday night. 
Peca now has two goals and five assists 
in the last 24 games. Then again, Mike 
Peca wasn’t in the lineup (concussion) 
when Edmonton clobbered the Blues 
7-2 during Pad Your Stats Night in at 
the Sawis Centre. (DY) 


Mix pest with goon 


It seems Georges Laraque and Todd 
Harvey, who combined for a goal in 
the Boston game, are starting to click. 
Laraque has yet to score this year 
despite getting an entire five or six 


have a three-game assist streak going 
as of this Thursday. And Harvey is the 
pest the Oilers needed to put some fire 
under everyone’s arses. It’s good to 
have someone like Darcy Tucker or 
Tyson Nash on the team. It’s even bet- 
ter when that player is not actually 
Darcy Tucker or Tyson Nash. (TB) 


Future Craig Janney? 


Shawn Horcoff hasn’t been scoring 
many goals this season (just four on the 
year so far), but his 23 assists puts him 
among the top playmakers in the 


It’s good to have someone 
like Darcy Tucker or Tyson 
Nash on the team. It’s even 
better when that player 

is not actually Darcy 
Tucker or Tyson Nash. 


league. He's right up there with Jaromir 
Jagr (he’s pretty good) and Bryan 
McCabe (when did he get this good, by 
the way?). Horcoff scored the first Oiler 
goal of the season 23 seconds into the 
season opener against the Avalanche; he 
added goal number two later that night 
and the Oilers went on to win. Goal 
number three was also the first goal of 
the game in a win against Vancouver 
two days later. Goal number four? First 
goal of the game in an Oiler win over 
the Red Wings. Note to MacT: Put 
Shawn Horcoff on the ice at the begin- 
ning of the game and tell him to shoot. 
If he scores first, it bodes well for the Oil- 
ers. In fact, don’t let him get back on the 
bench until he scores a goal. (DY) 


NOW SELLING! 
1 BEDROOMS (710 SQFT) FROM $179,900 


2 BEDROOMS (913 SOFT) FROM $242,900 
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Downtown’s Lux 
Steakhouse and 
Bar a great place to 
chat it up with 
friends over some 
fine cuts of meat 


By ADAM SMITH 


lowntown core, an oasis of moder- 
ty remains, a place so functional 
and so fashionable that it’s almost 
embarrassing for a rugged young 
southern Alberta gentlemen like 
myself to enter. But salvaging the 
reckless, extreme fashion and trendi- 
ness that permeates the Lux Steak- 
house and Bar is an easy-on-the-eye 
décor of darkly stained woods, vaulted 
ceilings, and friendly, easygoing ser- 
vice that seems almost superimposed 
in such a fine dining atmosphere. 

Our comically romantic, all-gen- 

tlemen dinner naturally started with 
some fine booze. By suggestion of our 
server, we begin with a bottle of Wolf 
Blass Yellow Label ($32), a hearty and 
dry Australian Cabernet Sauvignon; 
its simple berry flavours and medium 
tannins satisfied our longing for a 
nice, warm wine buzz. After some 
small talk—and having exchanged a 
few glances from an unusually attrac- 
tive hostess—we unanimously agreed 
on an appetizer. The conventionally 
unconventional choice of the Unde- 
cided Platter ($27) consists of spring 
rolls, “pile of bones,” calamari, and a 
box of fries. The pile of bones was 
definitely the highlight of this dish, 
being little morsels of beef that 
resembled dry ribs but were shocking- 
ly tender and seasoned in a way that 
made the meat melt in your mouth. 
The calamari, to be honest, was 
chewy and a little over-battered, and 
the fries, well... they were just fries, 
and in a joint like Lux, that's kind of 
a letdown. 

The Lux dialectic has a tendency 
to blend the refineries and pleas- 
antries of bourgeois life in a comedic 
dance with some of the econo-classics 
of post-modern man like fries and 
macaroni and cheese. Since all entrées 


F: day, as the masses flee from the 


are served 4 la carte, the sides are 
dished separately and are delivered in 
a manner appropriate for communal 
style dining, similar to Asian food. 
The sharing concept really con- 
tributed to the dining experience, 
allowing everyone to sample. My side 
of choice was the Truffled Lobster 
‘Mac and Cheese’ ($12); it was exactly 
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what it sounds like, and was quite 
tasty, too—though the lobster, like the 
earlier calamari, was a bit chewy. 


BUT IT WAS THE ENTREES that 
were the life of Lux’s party. My 12- 
ounce Espresso-rubbed Ribeye ($33) 
was delicious; the meat was tender 
and rich, and the dry-aged beef was 
clearly of a fine quality. The espresso 
rub is more of an aromatic prepara- 
tion than a real ingredient in the 
dish, and any coffee flavours that are 
carried into the meat are transferred 
subtly. My brother Eric settled on 
the inhumane choice of the 14- 
ounce Veal T-bone ($35), which was 
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superb. The large cut of tender veal 
seemed to be seasoned by the hand 
of god himself, and Eric didn’t share 
much. The final member of our 
party decided on the grilled salmon 
($25), which was also something to 
write home about, served with a fine 
crust of dijon and horseradish and 
flanked by scrumptious leekonnaise 
potatoes, veggies, and dill oil. 

As we finished our meals, we con- 
templated desserts over another bot- 
tle of Wolf Blass; the place was quite 
busy for a downtown Monday night, 
and apparently they do quite well 
during lunch hours as well. Their 
location in Commerce place makes 
Lux and easy choice for the suits of 
downtown E-town. Having been 
over-satisfied already, we all agreed 
that dessert would not be a good idea, 
though the menu boasted some inter- 
esting offerings. We ordered a round 
of coffee and Baileys ($6.50) and 
wandered into the cold, dead Edmon- 
ton night with three buzzes, three 
happy bellies, and $200 lighter. © 
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Despite some 
seriously 
inhospitable service, 
the cuisine makes 
Bauernschmaus 
worth a visit 


By CHRISTOPHER THRALL 


age perfumed the air as we pulled 
up to Bauernschmaus for a slice 
of Teutonic hospitality. We arrived 
minutes before the restaurant’s open- 
ing on a chilly Friday night and 
joined a surprisingly large crowd of 
patrons idling their cars in the park- 
ing lot. Bauernschmaus was obvious- 
ly a popular, if well kept, little secret. 
Window casings and pebbled 
glass accented the otherwise bland, 


if hearty aroma of cooked cab- 
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ends 8:00 pm 


$60 per persen 


strip-mall exterior to offer a rustic 
feel. The agrarian theme continued 
into the dazzling interior: this place 
felt authentic, as though we were 
stepping into an upper-class restau- 
rant in a small 1920s Austrian vil- 
lage. Enormous wooden yokes 
served as light fixtures, plaster walls 
painted gold soared above wood 
wainscoting and gilt-framed posters 
of Salzburg performing arts shared 
the walls with dangerous-looking 
threshing tools. Brick half-walls 
topped with wrought iron divided 
the restaurant and unfinished hard- 
wood floors creaked underfoot. 
Bathed in classical music, Bauern- 
schmaus was an elegant rebuttal to 
other Eastern European restaurants 
that take pride in their rampant 
schlockaholism. 

We took our seats near the door, 
next to some MLA types who were 
trying to determine where Alberta’s 
oil came from. (“There weren't that 
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ends midnight 


$90 per person 


many dinosaurs, were there?” one 
uzzled.) We focused on our menus 
€; keep from bursting into either 
laughter or tears: our provincial 
leaders don’t even know where our 
resources come from? Maybe it was 
time we invested a few petrobucks 
into education, after all. Or at least 
reinstate a mandatory high-school 
diploma for elected representatives. 


THE MENU WAS indeed distracting. 
It was refined, like the space itself, 
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but with prices much lower than I 
expected. From schnitzels to sausage, 
almost every dish was under $15. 
Their variations on pork or veal 
schnitzels were daunting, so we went 
with our standard dining rule: when 
in doubt, order the combo. My wife 
picked the Farmer's Feast ($12.50), 
while I tried the Promenaden Platte 
($12) and we both requested hot, 
spiced Gluhwine to drink. A dearth of 
spices deemed the hot mulled wine 
unavailable, so we each made do 
with tea ($1.50). Intending to share 
our meats, we ordered our daughter 
her own side of butterkartoffel ($2) 
buttered potatoes. 


OUR STOIC SERVER first brought out 
white rolls and rye bread with butter, 
then he returned with our salads. 
Although I thought the tasty vinai- 
grette was sweetened with strawber- 
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ries, I learned that the dressing was a 
simple oil, vinegar and sugar combi- 
nation. My bride tore some bread for 
our toddler and gave her a pat of but- 
ter. Maeryn polished off the butter 
and ignored the bread entirely. Must 
be my wife’s side of the family. 

We finished our starters and 
looked around hungrily. After a 
while, I took our daughter’s hand 
and wandered through the restau- 
rant, noting that guests who arrived 
when we did were almost finished 
their entrées. I had to ask to find out 
that there was a problem with the 
order and that we would have to 
wait five or 10 minutes. 15 minutes 
later (over an hour after ordering), 
our dishes arrived. Our server chose 
not to clear the table and instead 
pushed aside our bread and salad 
plates to make room for our food. 

Both dishes boasted generous 
portions of solid cuisine. My wife's 
three meats were accessorized by 
sweet red cabbage and a sizeable 
potato dumpling. She shared with 
me only three bites: her tender 
sausage left a sensational, spiced 
aftertaste, while the smoked pork 
loin was a little drier and tasted like 
great back bacon. Her pork roast, 
however, could be cut with a spoon 
and simply melted in my mouth. 
Interestingly enough, both my 
sausage and my own pork loin were 
breaded for a delicious result. I 
carved deep into the baseball-sized 
potato dumpling, savouring the soft 
exterior and salty gravy within. 
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We cleaned our plates and waved 
our server back for the dessert 
options. We couldn’t resist the first 
selection: in an Austrian restaurant, 
why would I order anything but 
apple strudel? After another unex- 
pectedly long wait, the warm slice of 
strudel was very welcome. Wrapped 
lovingly around a tart apple interior 
that was generously laced with nut- 
meg and cinnamon, the pastry was 
light, flaky and dusted with icing 
sugar. Our daughter sucked down 
the generous scoop of real whipped 
cream and we pushed our chairs 
back, happily full. 

When we asked about the delay, 
our server had the grace to look 
mildly embarrassed: “Sometimes 
orders get stuck together in the 
kitchen,” he explained with a shrug 
and a smile. When he noticed that 
we weren't eating, he finally asked 
the kitchen staff about us and they 
found our order. I asked if the 
dessert could be complimentary as 
an apology for the delay. He looked 
puzzled, asked me to repeat myself, 
and went to ask the manager. He 
then gloomily dropped off a bill for 
$31.57 after tax. My tip didn’t 
increase the total by much. 

Bauernschmaus: go for the 
incredible food, the terrific prices 
and wonderful décor, but don’t be 
surprised by the underwhelming 
hospitality. © 
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expectations 


By JAMES LYLE 


THIS WEEK: Los Vascos Grande 
Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon 2002 


($22) 


Recently, it has become very common 
for winemakers and estate wineries to 
seek out and discover wineries and 
vineyards with potential in other parts 
of the world. This wine is from a win- 
ery with such an ownership. Los Voscas 
is part if the Domaines Barons de Roth- 
schild company, who 
also distributes the 
well-known Chateau 
Lafite Rothchild. For 
those unaware, this 
winery is one of only 
five classified as a First 
Growth in France; | 
was hoping this 
wine would live 
up to its corpo- 
rate parentage. 

2002 was not 
a spectacular year 
in Chile, with late 
harvest rains caus- 
ing some con- 
cerns, but on to 
the pour and | 
found this Caber- 
net exhibits a 
vibrant strawberry 
colour. Upon my 
first inhale, | was 
thrown by the 
richness of fruit; 
though admittedly 
my sense of smell is 
not the strongest, | found myself tak- 
ing whiff after whiff trying to describe 
all the scents and nuances. 

The first mouthful was equal to the 
bouquet. It was rich and fruity, though 


| found it to be lacking in the back of Thy 9 41 +h two-topper iZZ 
the palate. | tasted a variety of flavours lwo 12.inch twoO-topper piz : 
that had me reaching to describe 9 F t oo? Ee 

them. One that really surprised me was 2 litres of repsi and lelic 


the taste of caramel; it was almost like 
eating a sundae. It was powerful in the 
front of the mouth and its richness in 
taste had me wanting more. 

| sampled this wine when | was not 
eating. | believe one of the only draw- 
backs to this wine was that it was so 
fruity it might distract from a lighter 
meal, and may not hold up to richer 
foods. That said, for an evening by the 
fireplace on one of our freezing cold 
nights, this wine would be a treat. © 
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Ittahes a Village 


An intrepid Vue reporter checks out Sunshine’s amazing early-season conditions 


By ROSS MOROZ 


en I was a kid, my family was 
all about ski trips, and man, 
were those trips awesome. 


Every year my parents would load my 
and I into our suddenly roof- 
uipped minivan and head off 
shine Village, a seemingly 
place where we could pelt 
unding foreign lift atten- 
h snowballs, steal lunch 
m the cafeteria to use as 
yeans, annoy 30-something yup- 
pies from Calgary by splashing 
around in the hot tub and, although I 
don’t really remember this part, prob- 
in some skiing somewhere. 
I got a little older, I frequently 
u to Sunshine, now with an 
incre gly rowdy group of snow- 
rs standing in for my family. 
though, the focus was always 
nuch more on the “trip” aspect of 
he ski trips than any actual skiing. 
{fy memories from these more 
ent trips to Sunshine have noth- 


hical 


ably fit 


ing at all to do with the hill; places 
like Aurora, Out-of-Bounds and Aard- 
vark tend to be the focus of what are 
admittedly unfocused recollections. 

Once I entered adulthood, how- 
ever, these monthly excursions pretty 
well dried up, thanks mostly to a lack 
of money and free time, not to men- 
tion the fact that by my 21st birthday 
I was left pretty well without my own 
gear through a combination of 
neglect, breakage and general obso- 
lescence. Sure, I was kind of sad about 
leaving this fondly remembered part 
of my childhood behind, but, hey, 
everyone grows up, right? 

My attitude began to change, 
however, upon hearing of the pur- 
portedly mind-blowing early season 
conditions at my favoured child- 
hood hill. By sheer coincidence, I 
was going to be in Calgary over Sun- 
shine’s opening weekend, staying at 
the home of a friend with an urge to 
hit the hill and plenty of equipment 
to spare. I hadn’t visited Sunshine in 


been down a hill of any kind for at 
least a couple of winters—but there 
was something about going back to 
the place that had so enchanted me 
as a child that I couldn’t pass up. 


THIS IS HOW I found myself cold, 
tired and hung over in the Sunshine 
Village parking lot on a brisk 
November morning, borrowed gear 
digging into my shoulder, fingertips 


already numbing, waiting in possi- 
bly the longest non-concert-or-uni- 
versity-related line I’d ever 
encountered, trying along with 
every other eager beaver to get on 
the hill before lunchtime. Apparent- 
ly | wasn’t the only one with an urge 
to check out what were being called 
“the best conditions in 16 years.” 
Forty-five minutes (and an equiv- 
alent number of dollars) later, we 


shine’s distinctive gondola, an appa- 
ratus that reminds me alternately of 
juice boxes and peanut-butter sand- 
wiches or fat blunts and smuggled-in 
Kokanee, depending on the decade. 
After a brief stop at Goat’s Eye (you 
mean they actually built Goat's Eye? 
The map I have from my most recent 
visit just shows an empty mountain 
with three dotted lines and the 
words “prospective future lifts”—it 
has been a while since last time ...) 
we arrived at the main village, where 
we excitedly strapped on our gear, 
adjusted our goggles, hopped over to 
the lift ... and waited. In another 
line. A long one, at that. And once 
we made it onto the chair, we 
weren’t exactly heartened to observe 
how clogged many of the runs 
beneath us were, either. Maybe this 
wasn’t such a hot idea, after all. 

It wasn’t even that there were 
really that many people on the hill, 
actually. As it turns out, while the 
resort managed to get eight of their 
12 lifts up and running for opening 


weekend, only about half of the area’s 
107 runs were open, concentrating 
guests on Mount Standish. We spent 
a few runs elbowing our way down 
blue runs crowded with snowplowing 
children and gingerly carving board- 
ers, but after narrowly avoiding a few 
stationary human mid-run obstacles, 
our urge to ditch the crowd overcame 
us, and, frustrated, we veered off into 
the trees, not knowing where we were 
going or what awaited us. 


AND THEN IT HAPPENED. We cresi- 
ed the top of a moderately narrow, 
perfectly steep chute. The sun, by 
now low in the sky, cast its orange 
glow from directly behind us, allow- 
ing us to see our shadows darting 
back and forth, passing through each 
other as we carved the virgin powder 
My iPod, whose “shuffle” setting had 
so far only demonstrated how I really 
ought to be more selective with what 
I upload (and how completely 
impossible it is to operate the click 
wheel while wearing snowboard 
gloves), magically happened upon 
the perfect song. It was one of those 
transcendent moments, the kind of 
thing surfers talk about—you know, 
that “one with the wave” bullshit— 
except it wasn’t bullshit, it was real; | 
wasn’t a hungover weekend warrior, | 
was one with the mountain, I was 
communing with nature, I— 

I crashed. Like, really crashed 
Hard. My wind knocked out, my 
gloves and touque and goggles even- 
ly distributed in 10-foot intervals 
across the face of the run, my head- 
phones destroyed (but my iPod 
impressively, relatively unscathed), 
the feeling of crashing hard into 
deep snow took me back to every 
huge wipeout I’d ever had at Sun- 
shine, both as a cherubic child rid- 
ing a cafeteria tray past the day 
lodge and as a smirking teenager fly- 
ing too fast off of a jump built just 
out of bounds. 

It was then I realized that it was- 
n’t the excellent conditions or wide 
range of terrain or the novelty of the 
gondola/ski-out setup that drew me 
back to Sunshine: it was the opportu- 
nity to experience the uncommon, 
fleeting viscerality that only a few 
activities can provide, that moment 
of losing control because of the sheer 
thrill of whatever dangerous, ill- 
advised risk you happen to be taking. 

It’s the idea that for every shiver 
ing, finger-numbing, tediously bor- 
ing moment of up, there's a single, 
brilliant split second to make all the 
driving and lineups and $8 burgers 
somehow more than worth it. And 
after such a long, long absence from 
that feeling, I’m sure Sunshine and | 
will end up awkwardly slamming 
into each other at high speed again 
in the very near future. O 
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Get in gear 


Snow Zone offers a few gift suggestions 
for that special someone 


By COLIN CATHREA 


e new wild and wacky ideas that 
| up every season always 
amaze me. There are lots of us 
who want to be trendsetters, and 
with the new fabrics, plastics, and 
computers that can quickly and effi- 
ciently build new stuff, we’re going 
to have to start paying closer atten- 
tion, since things are changing faster 
than ever. Here are some funky new 
ideas I've found available for the sea- 
son. (Note: there are some cool 
Christmas ideas lurking here.) 


EQUIPMENT 


Burton’s new snowboard mitt is 
the warmest, driest, and most versa- 
tile hand-warmer out there. A 
Stormlite insert gives the Toaster 
reliable waterproofing, and Therma- 
core adds warm insulation. Burton 
has also integrated a fixed-pile 
Woolly fleece liner inside the mitt, 
creating a barrier against bone-chill- 
ing winds, and the streamlined cuff 
forms a tight seal around the wrist 


to keep out snow. The zip heater- 
pack/vent pocket can be used to 
crank up or release the heat, and 
the Toaster’s Clarino synthetic 
leather palm provides a durable 
grip. A leash and nose and goggle 
wipers add to the extra features of 
this great mitt. 


BECAUSE WE ARE GOING BIG- 
GER, higher, and further, we are 
putting ourselves at greater risk. 
Luckily, body and head protection 
has entered a new dimension with 
armour that is cool, functional, 
and safe. (More on helmets later.) 
Body armour comes in light foams 
and plastics that are derived from 
the skateboarding, rollerblading 
and motocross worlds. The Core 
jacket offers both insulation and 
protection, and has been designed 
by Dainese to be worn under your 
outer shell. The Core jacket can be 
zipped into any Dainese ski and 
snowboard jacket or worn on its 
own in spring conditions. It fea- 
tures Dainese’s new spine protec- 
tion (a ventilated composite 
backplate), composite elbow pro- 
tectors, soft arm and neck protec- 
tors, and an elasticized lumbar 
support with an adjustable strap to 
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ensure maximum comfort, 
warmth, movement and, most 
importantly, protection. The Core 
jacket is aimed at the skier or 


snowboarder who worships at the 
altar of speed. They also offer back- 
and leg-protection gear. 
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NOW AVAILABLE LOCALLY, a new 
wave of avalanche protection has 
arrived. Similar to air bag systems 
in cars, Airbag Backpacks inflate 
quickly and automatically to keep 
you above the snow and easy to 
rescue. These units must be proper 
ly demonstrated and sold by expe- 
rienced staff. They look just like a 
regular pack, but poof up to save 
lives, and they’re a must for back- 
country enthusiasts. Also recently 
invented, the Avalung 2 is much 
smaller, weighs less than a pound, 
and performs better than the origi- 
nal Avalung vest. It is designed to 
allow the user to breathe when 
buried in snow by taking o 
from the surrounding snowpack 
through the front of the filter and 
expelling the exhaled CO2 away 
from the supply of fresh air and 


SEE NEXT PAGE 


Continued from previous page 


snow. The Avalung is designed to 
buy the buried person time and 
limit the risk of ice masking. It real- 
ly does work. 

Staying with the backcountry 
stuff, Garmont and Scarpa have new 
boots that are functional for alpine 
and telemark skiing alike. There are 
also climbing skins, shovels, 
avalanche beacons, and more. Take a 
look in the local stores. 


SKIS ARE SO PERSONALIZED today 
that they should feel like they were 
made just for you and you alone. 
Take the time to go out and look, 
talk, and try on different skis. The 
differences will surprise you. There 
are so many types of ski available 
now: from telemarking and cross- 


country skis to race skis and ski- 
boards, it’s hard to know where to 
start. Go to reputable ski shops like 
Pacesetter for more information. 


Don’t buy ski boots for your 
loved one—they will undoubtedly 
take them back, as fitting is para- 


EDGE CONTROL sui sho; 


OUT OUR 


> 


DYWVASTAF 


WZ vorant 


8.242.3343 Jasper, Alberta 


tame? 626 Connaught Dr. 
A 


x accom 


mount. There are a few guys in town 
who I consider experts, like Vern at 
Sundance. He has consistently 
amazed me by sizing and fitting 
footbeds that I can live in for weeks 
at a time. Get fit! 

Today’s goggles can not only 
keep snow and glare out of your 
eyes, but some, such as Uvex Sport’s 
Fl Magic, can automatically adjust to 
varying light conditions thanks to 
special lenses with dyed liquid crys- 
tals. Giro’s new Nine.9 MX helmet 
with TuneUps II lets you jack into 
your iPod and make calls on your 
cell phone. Equally cool is Suunto’s 
new S6 wrist-top computer, which 
does everything but get you a better 
spot in the lift line. 


FINALLY, helmets are all the rage. 
Way-cool designs litter the land- 
scape. No suggestions here, so take 
your personal pick. © 
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Happy trails 


A look ahead to some of the cross- 
country skiing experiences to be had this 


season 
By CHRISTIE SCHULTZ 


t’s not easy being a cross-country 

skier. I spend far too much time 

checking the weather forecast and 
begging meteorologists for centime- 
tres of snow. 

We're days into December 
already and, as I write this, the 
blades of stubborn grass that poke 
up through the snow to tease and 
taunt eager trail bunnies are only 
just now surrendering to the white 
stuff. While many sporty types I 
know wonder how climate change 
will affect outdoor hockey, I can’t 
help but lament the lack of snow 
needed for outdoor sports that can’t 
be taken indoors. Even if sick repli- 
cas of outdoor cross-country tracks 
arrived, we all know they couldn't 
match the perfectly snowy, sun- 
through-the-trees days we love. 

Like me, gearing up for the ski 
season is one of Bob Schilf’s 
favourite things to do. He runs Track 


and Trail, one of the city’s better- 
known shops for cross-country ski- 
ing devotees. What really lies behind 
all this impatience, Schilf points out, 
is a desire to remain active and out- 
doors throughout the winter. 

Whether it’s for fitness or enjoy- 
ment, being able to ski locally means 
you can look forward to seeing snow 
in your own backyard. Indeed, a lot 
of Edmontonians begin cross-coun- 
try skiing so that winter feels less 
like six months of waiting for sum- 
mer. “If you live in Edmonton, you 
know that we get winter,” Schilf 
notes. “So why not embrace it and 
take advantage of it?” 

The grab-your-skis-and-go factor 
is one of the best aspects of the 
sport. “A lot of people have tried 
downhill skiing,” Schilf explains. 
“They drive up to the mountains, 
they ski, and they go back to their 
hotel and go out for dinner. And you 
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can basically do that here, without 
having to do all the driving or get- 
ting a hotel room.” In fact, for the 
cost of a hotel for a weekend and a 
tank of gas, you can buy nice equip- 
ment that will last you for years. 
Although many of Schilf’s cus- 
tomers are experienced skiers, he has 
some good advice for those who are 
new to the sport as well. “Get out 


NORDIC | 


and ski as much as you can, enjoy 
your surroundings, and don’t worry 
about how far you go or how long 
you go,” he says. “As the season pro- 
gresses you'll get more fit, and later 
on you'll realize that you can do a 
lot more than you could at first. Not 
putting expectations on yourself but 
just going out to enjoy is the most 
important thing for the new skier.” 
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I’m sure Kathy Williams, presi- 
dent of the Edmonton Nordic Ski 
Club, would agree. To further whet 
your appetite for the upcoming sea- 
son, I spoke with her about some of 
the activities her club is planning for 
this year. 

“We run programs for skiers of all 
ages and abilities, whether they want 
to learn biathlon or classical cross- 
country skiing,” Williams explains. 
“We have a huge Jackrabbit program, 
which is for families with young chil- 
dren, and those Kids can start as 
young as five years old.” The club 
also offers adult lessons for those who 
are learning or who want to improve. 

Cross-country skiing can also be 
a social activity, and the Edmonton 
Nordic Club plans several fun events 
every year. “This year we're organiz- 
ing a ‘moonlight ski’ at Blackfoot on 
one of the nights with a full moon,” 
Williams explains. “People will prob- 


ably ski with headlamps and we'll 
bring along hot chocolate. 

“The other event we're planning 
is called ‘Edmonton End to End,’ 
where we ski along the river valley 
from one end of the city to the 
other,” she continues. “For that 
event we recommend that people 
bring their rock skis, as not all of the 
trails are really groomed for skiing. 
But it’s always a lot of fun.” That 
event is currently scheduled for 
December 27. 


IF YOU PREFER well-groomed trails, 
the City of Edmonton maintains at 
least 10 cross-country ski areas, 
including Gold Bar and Gold Stick 
parks, which both offer several kilo- 
metres of lit trails for night skiing. 
Williams suggests that, while we 
usually need 10 centimeters of snow 
before the trails are ready for tracks, 
“In Gold Bar Park and Capilano 


option 
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Park, we can get by with much less 
snow than is normally required 
because we take good care of the 
trails. We also have a couple of snow 
blowers and we get out and run 
along the trail with the snowblower 
and blow the snow onto the trail to 
build it up a bit—that’s how desper- 
ate we are to get out on the trails.” 

Aside from snow, one thing 
remains on Williams’ wish list: a 
snowmaking machine for Gold Bar 
and Gold Stick parks. While permis- 
sion and funding are not yet in 
place, this is a dream that may be 
realized soon. “The pipes are there,” 
she says. “While it’s still at the idea 
stage, making snow would mean that 
as soon as the temperatures were 
cold enough, we would be able to 
make snow and set tracks.” 

For competitive skiers, or those 
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just looking for a personal challenge, 
the annual Canadian Birkebeiner will 
be accepting registrations soon. This 
year celebrates the 20th Canadian 
Birkie and the 800th year of the Norse 
legend. To mark the occasion, if you 
really want to get into the spirit, 
there's a special category for skiers 
using real wooden skis. It sounds like a 
wacky idea to me, but for those skiers 
looking for something new—or some- 
thing really old—wooden skis and 55 
kilometres of trails with a pack could 
be a fun challenge. The annual festival 
takes place February 10 and 11. 

Perhaps by the time you read 
this, there will be enough snow for 
track setting to begin. In the mean- 
time, I can’t wait for snow, because it 
means I'll be able to get outdoors 
and enjoy the trails again. Finally, 
winter makes sense. O 
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complimentary continental breakfast, and a $75. 
00 gift certificate to your choive of Zona's Late 
Night Bistro (www.zonaslatenightbistro.com) or 


* The Copper Door. (www.copperdoor.ca) 


farting at $149-° 


“plus taxes/per night based on two adults 
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‘Meet the locals 


A quick tour of 
what Edmonton’s 
_ hills have in store 
_ this season 
| By HART GOLBECK 
| 


are just gearing up for their year- 

y openings, our local mini- 
resorts, Snow Valley and Sunridge, 
have already been operating for sev- 
eral weeks, and the Edmonton Ski 
Cub is about to kick into high gear. 
Unseasonably warm temperatures 
and a multitude of freeze/thaw 
cycles in the middle of November 
frustrated local snowmakers, but 


: esis: most mountain resorts 
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www.west49.com 


ever since the temperature plummet- 
ed and the natural stuff began to 
fall, all is good. 

Snow Valley is located just off 
the Whitemud freeway. It already 
boasts a base in excess of 70 cen- 
timetres, and with snow continuing 
to fall, it can only get better. This 


local slope is unique as an inner-city 
ski hill, because not only does it 
have the usual rope-tow and T-bar, 
but a chairlift as well. For beginners, 
there are two Magic Carpet rides: 
one on their bunny hill and a new 
one on their beginner terrain, replac- 
ing the old handle-tow. These are 


CERI NAL IE LLL IIS 


fantastic learning tools, as they give 
beginners much more time to learn 
how to turn and stop, rather than 
the fine art of being yanked out of 
their boots on the cruel rope-tow. 

Further up the slopes, crews are 
busy setting up the basic necessities 
of a terrain park, including a jump, 
rail and tabletop. The ski patrol 
explains that a high-quality, well-fit- 
ting brain bucket is imperative in 
the park, since a number of guys 
have been knocking themselves silly 
while attempting stunts still slightly 
out of their reach. The rest of the 
slopes here are relatively gentle 
pitches great for practicing your 
turns, and you can even let loose 
and lay down some high-speed carv- 
ing action as well. 
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THE BEST DEAL at Snow Valley is in 
the evenings. From 7 p.m. until 9 
p.m. on weeknights and from S p.m. 
on Fridays, lift tickets are only $7, 
and you can rent ski gear for $7 or 
boarding gear for $14. It’s not the 
Rockies, but for $21 or less you can 
get in a whole lot of turns and the 
snow is great. Plus, Snow Valley can 
claim the best local lodge, where you 
can kick back in front of the fire- 
place and relax between runs. 
Sunridge is located on the east 
side of town in the Strathcona Sci- 
ence Park, across the river from Run- 
die Park. It’s easily accessible from 
Yellowhead Trail just south of 17 
Street. This river valley slope is 
presently undergoing a large expan- 
sion phase, including new buildings 
and an elevation increase. By 2007 
they expect to add a quad chair, 
which will put them into the same 
lift category as Rabbit Hill and Snow 
Valley. For now, they continue to 
operate a rope-tow, three T-bars and 
the always friendly beginner carpet 
ride. Unique to Sunridge is their tub- 


Here's your 
opportunity 
to save lives. 


Book a blood 
donation 
appointment 
today! 
Canadian 

Blood Services 
8249 - 114 Street 


Donor Clinic Hours 


Monday - Friday 
8:30 am - 1:30 pm & 
3 pm-7 pm 


Saturda 
9am -2 pm 


Call 1888 2 DONATE 


for mare information o¢ to bowk a» appointrocat 
bloodservicesca 


ing park. It’s the only one around 
here and even comes with its own 
lift. Two hour passes are $12 or, if 
you're a family of four, there's a $40 
special. Like the other local hills, the 
best ski deal here is in the evening, 
when lift tickets for a couple of 
hours of unlimited boarding or ski- 
ing are just $7. 


THE THIRD LOCAL HILL is the 
Edmonton Ski Club. Located near 
the Muttart Conservatory, they have 
been making snow like crazy and, 
with the recent help of the real 
stuff, should be able to open as 
planned by December 10. This hill 
has been the early training ground 
of many an Edmonton ski racer, and 
the tradition continues. On January 
28, Canadian ski legend Nancy 
Greene will once again grace these 
slopes as she hosts the annual Sun- 
dance Open. The race is part of the 
Nancy Greene Ski League, a junior 
ski program for ten-year-olds and 
younger. A local roundup is not 
complete without a mention of Rab- 
bit Hill and, although it isn’t within 
the city limits, it does offer bus ser- 
vice from various parts of Edmon- 
ton. Rabbit Hill provides the 
extensive terrain park option that 
other local hills just don’t have. 
This year, they’ve even hired a ter- 
rain park designer who'll cater 
exclusively to every boarder’s whim. 

There you have it. The options 
are plenty and you can pick one or 
try them all. There is very little price 
difference, if any, between them, yet 
they are all unique in size, terrain 
and location. It all depends what 
you're looking for. O 


VUEWEEKLY 2) DECEMBER 8-14, 2005 


ae 


fall 
lines 


By HART GOLBECK 


Golden Powder Pass 


This winter, Alberta and B.C. residents 
are eligible for a sweet deal at Kicking 
Horse Resort near Golden, B.C. A Pow- 
der Pass is available for purchase until 
December 24 for only $20, unless you 
attended Warren Miller back in Octo- 
ber, where free passes were included in 
the admission goodie bag. Once acti- 
vated online, passholders receive 40 
per cent off every time they buy a lift 
ticket at the resort. 


Surviving avalanches 


Backcountry skiing and boarding can 
be hazardous and should not be 
attempted without proper training. If 
you do go and the unfortunate hap- 
pens, here are some tips for survival as 
recommended by the RECCO 
avalanche system. Please keep in mind 
that statistically only one in three 
buried victims survive. 

Try to escape to the side and/or 
grab a tree or rock. 

If you are knocked down, get rid of 
your skis and poles. 

Get your hands in front of your 
face to create an air pocket. 

Fight the avalanche by rolling to 
the side. 

If buried, try thrusting up a hand 
or foot. 


Don’t forget that you should 
always carry at least a shovel and an 
avalanche transceiver when heading 
into the backcountry. 


A snowy fort 


Significant and regular snowfalls have 
got staff at Castle Mountain Resort 
scrambling to prepare the hill for an 
early opening. That's right: this isn’t a 
typo. After struggling to open by Christ- 
mas for the past two seasons, this year 
all those snow dances appear to be pay- 
ing off. Originally scheduled to open on 
December 17, it looks like they’Il be 
able to start the lifts up on December 
10 for a couple of days before they 
open for good on the following week- 
end. By Monday morning the mid- 
mountain base was 90 centimetres, and 
that’s a good start to the season. 


Snow jobs at Rabbit Hill 


If you love boarding or skiing and you 
want to make a little extra cash, try 
working for Rabbit Hill. Not only do 
you get to ski and board there for free, 
but you get great reciprocal rates as 
well, including freebies at the moun- 
tain resorts. 


Lake Louise alliance 


On January 14-15, Lake Louise will be 
hosting the Celebrity Sport Invitational. 
Hollywood celebs, socialites, and high- 
profile athletes will join Robert F. 
Kennedy Jr. and his family at the Fair- 
mont Chateau Lake Louise Celebrity 
Sport Invitational to raise money for 
environmental protection group the 
Waterkeeper Alliance. The Bow River- 
keeper is Alberta’s Waterkeeper pro- 
gram. Promoting clean water and 
healthy, sustainable river systems is 
their goal. O 
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By COLIN CATHREA 


An issue of gravity 


When you’re coming down a moun- 
tain on skis, do you ever wonder just 
what is causing you to turn and fly off 
bumps? To get an understanding of 
what is at play here, it helps to know 
why certain techniques work so much 
better than others. In a nutshell, gravi- 
ty is God. 

Gravity is the force that draws you 
down the hill, and how you restrain 
yourself against it is the essence of ski- 
ing. | use driving techniques as exam- 
Ples quite often because it seems 
people can generally relate. Let’s say 
you are cruising down a slippery high- 
way and a curve is coming up. Do you 
wait until the last minute and jerk the 
Car into the turn? If you do, chances 
are gravity and momentum will cause 


you to skid and lose control. Instead, 
you steer the car gently into the turn 
and guide it around to keep a grip on 
the road. The same thing works in ski- 
ing: you should concentrate on rolling 
gently into the turn, establishing an 
edge platform, and increasing the 
edge angle as you carve a nice round 
turn. Jamming into the turn upsets 
your balance, twists you out of shape, 
and makes the skis loose their grip, 
causing a skid. | often tell students to 
avoid the “Z” turn. 

So now we have the skis coming 
over gradually into an angle that we 
want to increase. Don’t tip your upper 
body, including your torso, shoulders, 
and head. Instead, tip your knees first 
and follow with your hips. When you 
initiate a turn, you have very little pres- 
sure on the edges of your skis because 
you are not fighting gravity yet. As the 
skis come around in the turn, you need 
to “start the fight stance” and increase 
the edge angle. As you come across 
the fall line and complete the turn, you 
have won this particular battle and it’s 
time to start the next. 

New skis are short and have mucho 
side-cut, so it’s easier to jam them into 
a turn. Let the fight take place on your 
terms and you'll soon be the king of 
the hill, master of your domain, and a 
damn good skier. O 


2 The EasyRider Condi 


} Kicking Horse -6cm new snow, 75cm base, opening Dec 16th 
| | Kimberley - opening Dec 17th 
|| Mt. Washington - 45 -55cm base, opening TBA 
| Panorama- 17cm new snow, 27 - 57cm base, opening Dec 9th 
Powder King -35-110cm base, opening Dec 9th 
| Powder Springs - 168cm alpine hase, cat powder skiing open, 


2 Whitewater - 75cm base, opening Dec 10th 


' | Big Sky - 5cm new snow, 75 - 120cm hase, early sea- 
| son hazards still exist 
| Crystal Mtn -112cm base, opening Dec 9th 


| base 


snow.skate.wake 


LOCAL 


Rabbit Hill-5cm new snow, 50cm hase, terrain park open, 
Snow Valley - 5cm new snow, 60cm base, 100% open 


ALBERTA 


Castle Mtn - daily operation starting Dec 17th 

Can. Olympic Park - 80cm base, upper terrain park open, open daily 

Fortress - 54cm hase, open TBA 

Lake Louise -60-118cm base, 7 lifts and 47 runs, reduced ticket rate in effect 
Marmot Basin-5Sicm base, 5 lifts and 47 runs, reduced ticket rate in effect 
Mit. Norquay - opening Dec 9th 

Nakiska - opening Dec 10th 

Pass Powderkeg - opening daily Dec 17th 


Sunshine - 83cm base, 12 lifts and 88 runs, Goats Eye now open 
Tawatinaw - opening TBA 


B.C. 

Apex -75cm base 

Big White - 91cm base, 8 lifts and 32 runs 
Fairmont- opening Dec 16th 
Fernie-105cm base, opening Dec 10th 


80%. operating 


lifts open Dec 17th 

Red Mtn - 90cm base, daily operation starts Dec 9th 
Silver Star -110cm base, 10 lifts and 97 runs 

Sun Peaks - 72cm hase, 11 lifts and 102 runs open, tube park 
now open 

Whistler Blackcomb - 80cm base, both half pipes open 


USA 


Big Mtn - 18cm new snow, 49 - 105cm hase, 5 lifts and65 
runs open, reduced rates in effect 


49 Degrees - 65 - 120cm hase 
Great Divide Ski Area - 20cm new snow, 50- 75cm 


Lookout Pass - 7cm new snow, 70 -125cm base, 95% 


Mt. Spokane - 62-112cm base, 44 runs open, opening 
daily Dec 9th 

Schweitzer Mtn - 80 - 107cm base, discount lift tickets, early 
season hazards 

Silver Mtn -60 -87cm base, 54 runs open 
Sun Valley -87 -112cm hase 


imountain vill 


@norquay = | ayo / 2 NIGHE 
Toll Free 1-866-Go4-Snow 1-800-663-2929 


WWW. BANFFNORQUAY.COM 


snow.skate.wake 413-4554 www.theeasyrider.com 


Next week in Snow Zone 


Marmot Basin & Mt. Norquay 
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Lost in the desert 


Syriana is smart, 
timely and a whole 
lot more confusing 
than necessary 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


lovie critics, myself included, 
Mie by such an unending flow 
lof Hollywood trash, always like 
o bemoan the film industry's unwill- 
ngness to make sophisticated, rele- 
ant movies for grown-ups. “Why 
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can’t we have a movie about the real 
world?” we ask. “Something that 
treats us like intelligent human 
beings and doesn’t wham us over the 
head with every single plot point and 
character turn?” 

Be careful what you wish for: 
Syriana, the new film by 
writer/director Stephen Gaghan, is a 
ripped-from-the-headlines thriller 
about the collusion between the U.S. 
intelligence community, politicians, 
lawmakers and super rich multina- 
tional corporations to ensure that 
the world’s dwindling oil supply 
continues to be controlled by Ameri- 


1 York Post - San Francisco Examiner « Detroit Free Press 


Shurgh Post-Gazette + The \ustin Chronicle » The Torento Sun 


“AN ELECTRIFYING MOVIE EVENT. 


One of the year’s best .. 


Clooney's maverick triumph” 


_— ‘Rolling Stone 


“A PASSIONATE, THOUGHTFUL ESSAY ON POWER, 


TRUTHTELLL 


AND RESPONSIBILITY... See it Now!” 


— The New York Times 


David Strathairn 
George Clooney 


There is one way to 
change the worid... 
Television. 


Directed by George Clooney 


GOOD NIGHT, 


AND GOOD LUCK 
ate 


SEE IT NOW! |, 


Check Directonies or www.tribute.ca 
for Showtimes 
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cans. It’s a film painted on a broad 
canvas, with a huge cast of charac- 
ters and at least five major plotlines; 
Gaghan proceeds through subtle 
suggestion and veiled conversations 
and assumes you've been following 


= {POLITICAL 


the news closely enough to be able 
to keep up while still keeping track 
of the story's many double-crosses 
and the characters’ shifting alliances. 
It’s exactly the kind of topical, chal- 
len Ene movie that Hollywood 


should be making all the time, and I 
could barely follow any of it. 

This much I understood: the 
reform-minded young prince of an 
unnamed nation in the Middle East 
has granted natural gas drilling rights 
to the Chinese, thereby antagonizing 
both the U.S. as well as Connex, the 
oil company that used to do business 
with them. Connex then proposes a 
merger with a smaller company, 
Killen, which has brokered a shady- 
sounding deal to drill for oil in Kaza- 
khstan. A young, inscrutable lawyer 
named Bennett Holiday (Jeffrey 
Wright) is assigned the task of investi- 
gating the two companies—he seems 
to start out as the pawn of some kind 
of evil, brandy-sipping power broker 
played by Christopher Plummer, but 
somehow he’s able to play Plummer 
off against the Department of Justice 
and the two oil companies so that 
everything works out to his advan- 
tage. Maybe. I don’t know. There are a 
whole lot of sinister, middle-aged 
white guys conspiring in boardrooms 
and what transpires between them is 
so oblique that you almost need to be 
telepathic to understand it all. Any- 
way, somewhere amidst all this, a cou- 
ple of cars get blown up, Matt Damon 
(playing an idealistic energy analyst) 
sees his son drown in a swimming 
pool and George Clooney (playing a 
paunchy, grey-bearded, increasingly 
weary CIA field agent) gets his finger- 
nails ripped out with a pair of pliers. 


CLOONEY’S WORK as “Bob Barnes” 
(based on real-life CIA agent and 
author Robert Baer) is probably the 
best reason to see SYeaas he gained 


30 pounds for the role, but he seems 
to carry around the weight of the 
entire world, Clooney is a man who's 
become used to having his advice and 
warnings ignored by his superiors, 
and who's just starting to realize that 
his government is willing to have him 
killed if it means getting him out of 
their hair. As in Good Night, and Good 
Luck, Clooney gives a performance 
completely free of movie-star vanity. 
In both movies, he plays men who 
refuse to go along with company poli- 
cy, but he doesn’t play them as glam- 
ourous rebels; he plays them as decent 
men who take pride in hunkering 
down and doing their jobs. 

And the film is full of similarly 
skillful acting, especially from Alexan- 
der Siddig (who seemed like such a 
lightweight on Deep Space Nine, but is 
terrific as the idealistic prince Nasir) 
and Wright (who's fascinating to 
watch every moment he’s onscreen, 
even though I had no idea what his 
character was supposed to be doing). 
Is it possible to recommend a film as 
confusing as Syriana—a film so con- 
fusing, in fact, that I can’t even be 
sure whether it’s really smart or just 
really badly put together? 

My answer is a tentative yes—the 
film’s texture kept me interested and 
entertained, even if I couldn’t see the 
overall pattern of the fabric. Hey: 
would it have killed Gaghan to have 
put in a few more exploding cars? © 


SYRIANA 

Written and directed by Stephen 
Gaghan ® Starring George Clooney, 
Matt Damon, Jeffrey Wright and 
Alexander ge © Opens Fri, Dec 9 


Sway of the peaceful Warrior 


Asif Kapadia’s The 
Warrior tells an 
uplifting tale of 
pacifism and 
atonement in a 
world of violence 


By BRIAN GIBSON 


fter watching a few warrior epics, 
fh: get the feeling that socialism 

ever really caught on with the 
mercenary crowd; the one-man army 
replaced the seven samurai long ago. 
But then again, one of Hollywood's 
basic plots, even before the Western, 
has been the heroic individual strug- 
gling against all odds, where the wild 
bunch gets disbanded, the assassins try 
to strike out on their own, or there’s 
dishonour among the fighters. Most 
hired killers seem to be loner types 
anyway, and they're more likely to 
break up unions than form any. Plus 
they always seem rather busy making 
new enemies, killing the children of 
old foes and hunting down treacher- 
ous former allies or evil bosses. 

So it’s no surprise that at the start 
of English director Asif Kapadia’s The 
Warrior, set in feudal India, the 
film’s nameless fighter (Imran Khan) 
is drifting away from the pack. He 
lives outside the town with his son 
Katiba (Puru BISBbens He's found 


oe 


God and, when his fellow enforcers 
pick him up for work—basically, 
murdering people for the local lord— 
he seems a little standoffish. His co- 
killers have noticed that he doesn’t 
even whore around with them any 
more, and there's a flinch of hesita- 


E 


tion before the warrior decapitates 
another vassal for not paying the full 
amount of his village's tribute. 

What is surprising about The 
Warrior is just how lyrical, thoughtful 
and atmospheric a film it is. Here’s a 
non-action film that turns the usual 
fury and carnage on their severed 
heads, offering instead the Sree of a 
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man’s inner quest for peace. 


SOUND BORING, as if Tarantino were 
converted by Gandhi? Well, The War- 
rior may not have worked if it didn’t 
look so splendid. Poetic, minimalist 
shots carry this richly contemplative, 
quietly moving film along, right from 
the opening frame: the warrior prac- 
ticing his craft in the desert, next to a 
gnarled, bent tree. It’s a fitting intro 
to a film that proves to be largely 
about humility in the austere face of 
nature and death. 

The warrior turns away from his 
pitiless profession when, in the mid- 
dle of massacring and burning the 
eee ‘wee he nearly kills the 
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We Jam Econo 
salutes the short 
career and even 
shorter songs of 
the Minutemen 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


f a documentary really wanted to be 
true to the spirit of the California 
punk band the Minutemen, it 
would be maybe 90 seconds long, 
and influence nearly every low-bud- 


Featuring the most comprehensive guide to what is ha 
Plus a fashion feature highlighting what to wear when 


get rockumentary made afterwards 
despite being seen by almost nobody. 
But that wouldn’t be very practical, 
would it? Instead, we've got We Jam 
Econo: The Story of the Minute- 
men, a leisurely 90-minute tribute to 
the band and their legacy. Fans will 
no doubt be delighted by the abun- 
dance of rare performance footage; 
newcomers, however, may start to 
get bored around the 60-minute 
mark and find the songs all starting 
to sound the same—a blur of virtu- 
oso drumming, angular basslines and 
lyrics rendered indecipherable by 
muddy sound recording. 


It’s too bad about the lyrics, 
because as director Tim Irwin points 
out, the Minutemen (and in particu- 
lar their hefty frontman, D. Boon) 
brought an unpredictable political 
point of view to their music; where 
other “political” punk bands would 
issue simplistic anti-war, anti-Reagan 
rants, the Minutemen would fill their 
concerts with compositions bearing 
elliptical titles like “Bob Dylan Wrote 
Propaganda Songs.” And then, 60 sec- 
onds later, they’d already be onto the 
next number. Boon prided himself on 
being part of a “working man’s 
band;” they'd schedule their concerts 
at 7:30 so that people with jobs to go 
to the next morning would still be 
able to go see them. To this day, 
drummer George Hurley operates his 
own construction company in the 
band's hometown of San Pedro. 

Unlike Boon, the Minutemen’s 
music has no fat on it at all—it's 
tight and stripped-down in a way 
that seems fresh even 20 years later. 
And the performances we see 
haven't lost any energy, either. Boon 
is one of those overweight rock stars 
who nevertheless seem able to sum- 
mon the energy of two skinny guys 
whenever they start performing— 
he’s constantly hopping around the 
stage but he never seems out of 
breath. (Boon’s dancing is complete- 
ly graceless, and yet it’s so joyful 
that every step he does seems kind 
of inspired.) Hurley’s drumming is 
amazing, too—much more inven- 
tive and rhythmically complex than 
anything typically associated with 
punk rock—and with his powerful 
arms and trademark “unit” haircut 


ppening New Year's Eve! 
you dress up (or down}. 


Look Stylish This New Year! 


All in Yue Weekly's New Year's Eve Gift Guide! 
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flopping like a blond curtain over 
his face, you can hardly take your 
eyes off him. 


HOWEVER, THE CENTRAL FIGURE 
in We Jam Econo, and probably the 
band, is their least flamboyant mem- 
ber, bassist Mike Watt. Watt basically 
narrates the film while driving 
around San Pedro in his van, point- 
ing out key locations in the Minute- 
men’s history, from the apartment 


ROCKUMENTARY 


where they did their first rehearsals 
to the spot where Watt and Boon 
first became friends after Boon fell 
out of a tree on Watt's head. (Watt 
can barely hold back the tears as he 
describes the incident as the memo- 
ty of Boon’s death in a car accident 
in 1985 unexpectedly sneaks up on 
him.) For a famous rock star, Watt is 
almost pathologically modest—he 
says the band’s name wasn’t a refer- 
ence to the length of their songs but 
to the fact that they weren't big-time 
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arena rockers but small-time guys 
“minute men.” Watt counts mem- 
bers of the Red Hot Chili Pep 
Nirvana, Sonic Youth and Jane’s 
Addiction among his friends, but he 
never name-drops. 

That's appealing, but you do wish 
that We Jam Econo gave you a clearer 
sense of why those musicians hold 
the Minutemen in such high regard 
and count them as such a inal 
influence on ‘90s alternati 
Thurston Moore, J. Mascis 
Rollins and others appear on c 
but mainly just to supply g 
praise. And only the band’s most 
devoted fans will remain in ed 
through all those tedious scenes of 
Watt sitting on his couch discussing 
the circumstances surrounding 
and every Minutemen LP. t of 
us will wish Irwin could have made 
his film a little more econo. @ 


WE JAM ECONO: 

THE STORY OF THE MINUTEMEN 

Directed by Tim Irwin * Metro Cinema 
Sat, Dec 10 and Mon, Dec 12 (9 pn 
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“ONE OF THE BEST 
FILMS OF THE YEAR!” 


Lou Lumenick, NEW YORK POST © Christy Lemire, ASSOCIATED PRESS 
Paul Clinton, CNN + Terry Lawson, DETROIT FREE PRESS 


“IT’S A KNOCKOUT!” "= 


-Peter Travers, ROLLING STONE 


“HOFFMAN AND THE 
FILM ARE TERRIFIC: 


Richard Corliss, TIME MAGAZINE 


“THE PERFORMANCE OF THE YEAR!” 


-Mick LaSalle, SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE 


to 


“THIS 1S AN ENGEPTIONALLY INTIMATE, UNSETTLING AND SATISFYING FILM.” 


-Kin Linekin, EYE WEEKLY 
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“TWO THUMBS WAY UP!” 


-EBERT & ROEPER 
“| 1” 


Carrie Rickey, THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER 


BRUNT kK KKK 


Rick Groen, GLOBE AND MAIL 


Peter Howell, TORONTO STAR 


“A RIGHLY PROVOGATIVE ENTERTAINMENT!” 


-Ty Burr, THE BOSTON GLOBE 
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BEST DIRECTOR 
GOTHAM AWARDS 2005 
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GOOD NIGHT AND GOOD LUCK 
NIGHTLY 7:10 & 9:05 PM 
SAT & SUN, MATINEES 2:30 


A VISUALLY RESPLENDENT EPIC.” 
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All Metro screenings are held at Zeidler Hall in the Citadel Theatre, 9828-101 A Ave. 
For more information, call 425-9212. or log on to www.metrocinema.org 
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Ah, Aeon Flux isn’t 
that bad, really; but 
it’s certainly nothing 
more than what 
should be expected 


By DARREN ZENKO 


aiting for my movie-going 
WYferrenicn: leaning against 
the dented and tarnished brass 
rail of the City Centre atrium well, 
two guys grabbing cash from the 
third-party ripoff ATM: 
GUY 1: What movie are we see- 
ing? 
GUY 2: Aeon Flux, dude. 
GUY 1: [wincing, drawn-back, 
just-whiffed-shit grimace] 
GUY 2: Dude, there's nothing else. 
And that’s how it works in 
movies, just like it works in auto rac- 


GARNEAU 


WATER 
NIGHTLY 7:00 & 9:20 PM 
SAT & SUN MATINEES 2:00 PM 


RATED F.G. MATURE THERE, MOT RECOSEALEDSED FOR 


ing: the distributors see their hole, 
find their line, and WHAM—number 
two at the box office. “Nothing else” 
is a little harsh, though; dudely 
dudes seeking action and adventure 
could always take their cheap-night 
dollars to... uh... Harry Potter? Yeah. 1 
guess what I’m saying is, if you’re 
gonna get a down-budget sexy acro- 
batic catsuit-lady kung-fu machine- 
gun science-fantasy anime 
adaptation out into the world, 
there’s only a couple of windows 
you can toss it through. 

I'd only seen Peter Chung’s origi- 


Z 


nal Aeon Flux animated shorts—a 
series of highly stylized six-minute 
dystopian sci-fi espionage sex fan- 
tasies —a couple times, but I knew 
three things about title character 
Aeon: she's sexy, she’s silent, and she 
dies a lot. Purists beware: In dead- 
panning a string of thudding action- 
movie lines (few memorable) and 
steadfastly refusing to be killed by 
any of the challenges in her feature- 
length obstacle course, Charlize 
Theron only manages to hit one of 
the cardinal numbers. And even her 
sexiness is a bit iffy, wonderfully lim- 
ber and self-stunting as she may be, 
just another Serious Actress sliding 
her impossibly lean and personally- 
trained body into a slinky battle- 
stocking. Maybe that’s your thing; 
she’s got Halle Berry’s ludicrous Cat- 
woman beat, anyway. 


THE PLOT SHE MOVES THROUGH 
is standard sci-fi bullshit in the 
Heavy Metal vein, which I don't 
entirely mind. There’s a battle for 
the human race, a creepy succession 
of sibling clone overlords, conspira- 
cy, murder, betrayal. Lots of futuris- 
tic henchgoons in black armour. It 
all makes about as much realistic 
sense as holstering a pistol between 
your shoulder blades—i.e., none— 
put it works for what it is. The only 
problem with this Heavy Metal stuff 
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More like Aeon Sucks' 


is that it takes itself so damn serious- 
ly; Aeon Flux is as serious a movie as 
ever there was. There's barely a hint 
of humour (you'll know it when/if 
you see it), and not the slightest 
twitch of a wink—another thing lost 
from the original shorts. Too bad; 
there’s a lot to have fun with here, 
and I would rather have been laugh- 
ing with the film, at least once or 
twice, than laughing at it. It's the 
bad kind of campy. 

At least director Karyn Kusama 
(Girlfight) and her art people didn’t 
go for a “dark and gritty” futuropolis 
and managed to stay off that tired, 
rusting, waterlogged path, with all 
its eerie crepuscular light shining 
from behind slowly rotating ventila- 
tion fans. Aeon Flux's enclave city of 
Bregna, last refuge of the remnant of 
humanity, is a bright wonderland on 
the surface, a utopia of plazas, gar- 
dens, and organ-form architecture 
populated by healthy, happy, multi- 
ethnic future people who take their 
fashion cues from Star Trek: The Next 
Generation. The action and intrigue 
takes place in the shadows—not 
deep, spooky shadows; regular shad- 
ows—of this sunny, sci-fi city, the 
nasty side of Paradise. It doesn’t real- 
ly make the hack back-flipping, 
neck-snapping and machine-gun- 
ning any better, but it keeps it from 
getting worse. 

My flu started running me a tem- 
perature about halfway the movie, 
and even the beginnings of a loop- 
ing fever dementia couldn’t spice up 
this stilted action pantomime. Low 
point: an utterly tedious climactic 
battle that looked like a high-school 
action movie video project and 
sounded like an Xbox with the trig- 
ger taped down. High point: Pete 
Postlethwaite as a tired, sick old 
man... or hologram. Or whatever. @ 


AEON FLUX 
Directed by Karyn Kusama ® Written by 
Phil Hay and Matt Manfredi * Starring 
Charlize Theron, Marton Csokas, 
Johnny Lee Miller and Sophie Okonedo 
* Now playing 


The Chronicles of Narnia: the 
Jon, the Witch and the 

rdrobe Georgie Henley, Skandar 
ind William Moseley star in 
director Andrew Adamson’s film 
about four children who travel through 
a wardrobe to the land of Narnia and 
who become involved in a battle 
between good and evil. 


Le Grand Voyage Nicolas Cazalé, 
Mohamed Majd and Jacky Nercessian 
star in L’Exposé director Ishmaél Fer- 
roukhi’s film about a non-religious man 
who must drive his Muslim father on 
his pilgrimage to Mecca. Stanley A. 
Milner Library; Wed, Dec 14 (7 pm) 


Grizzly Man A documentary by 
4 The Wild Blue Yonder director 
Werner Herzog about a couple of 
grizzly bear activists who where killed 
while living amongst the bears in Alas- 
ka. Read Josef Braun’s review on page 
28. Zeidler Hall, the Citadel; Fri-Mon, 
Dec 9-12 (7 pm); Fri-Mon, Dec 16-19 
(9 pm) 


nebug Amy Adams, Embeth 
Davidtz and Benjamin McKenzie 
star in Tater Tomater director Phil 
Morrison’s film about a Chicago art 
dealer who upsets the equilibrium of 
her husband’s North Carolina family. 


Syriana Kayvan Novak, George 
Clooney and Christopher Plummer star 
in Traffic writer Stephen Gaghan’s 
political thriller that delves into the 
lives of all the players in the global oil 
industry, from the politicians to the sol- 
diers. Read Paul Matwychuk’s review 
on page 24. 


The Warrior Irfan Khan, Puru Chib- 
ber and Aino Annuddin star in The 
Sheep Thief director Asif Kapadia’s film 
in which an ancient Indian warrior sets 
out to the Himalaya in search of peace, 
only to be followed by violence. Read 
Brian Gibson’s review on page 24. Zei- 
dler Hall, The Citadel; Fri, Dec 9 & Sun, 
Dec 11 (9 pm) 


We Jam Econo: the Story of the 
Minutemen A documentary by Tim 
Irwin that chronicles the groundbreak- 
ing early ‘80s punk band from their 
beginnings to their demise when their 
lead singer died in a van accident. 
Read Paul Matwychuk’s review on page 
25. Zeidler Hall, the Citadel; Sat, Dec 
10 & Mon, Dec 12 (9 pm) 
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All showtimes are subject to change at any time. 
Please contact theatre for confirmation. 


CHABA THEATRE-JASPER 
6094 Connaught Dr. Jasper, 852-4749 
pail (PG, coarse language, sexual content) Fri 7:00 


WALK THE LINE (PG, mature theme, not recommended 
ae children, DTS Digital) Sat 6:45 9:15 Sun-Thu 
HARRY POTTER AND THE GOBLET OF FIRE (PG, 


frightening scenes, not recommended for young child 
Daily 8:00 io 


CINEMA AT THE CENTRE 


Stanley A. Milner Library Theatre. 7 Sir Winston 
Churchill Square 496-7070 

LE GRAND VOYAGE (PG, mature themes, not recom- 

mended for young chikiren) Wed 7:00 


CITY CENTRE 
10200-102 Ave 421-7020 


CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WITCH 
AND THE WARDROBE (PG, may fnghten young children, 
No passes, on 2 screens, SA Dolby Digital) Fri Sun-Thu 
12:00 1:00 3:30 4:30 6:45 8:00 10:00 Sat 12:00 1:00 
4:30 3;30 6:45 8:00 10:00 

SYRIANA (14A, violence, DTS Digital) Fri-Tue 12:40 3:40 
7:00 10:10 Wed-Thu 12:40 3:40 7:00 10:05 

RENT (PG, coarse language, mature themes, DTS Digital) 
Fri-Tue 12:20 3:20 6:35 9:40 

PRIDE AND PREJUDICE (G, DTS Digital) Fri-Tue 12:10 
3:15 6:40 9:30 Wed 12:10 3:15 6:40 Thu 12:10 3:15 
JUST FRIENDS (14A, DTS Digital) Fri-Tue 1:19 3:50 7:30 
10:20 Wed-Thu 9:40 

AEON FLUX (14A, SR Dolby Digital) Fri-Tue 12:50 4:00 
7:20 9:50 Wed-Thu 12:50 4:00 7:20 10:10 

HARRY POTTER AND THE GOBLET OF FIRE (PG, 
frightening scenes, not recommended for young children, 
DTS Digital) Daily 11:50 3:10 6:30 9:50 

WALK THE LINE (PG, mature theme, not recommended 
for young children, OTS Digital) Fri-Tue 12:30 3:35 7:10 
10:15 Wed-Thu 11:55 3:00 7:10 10:15 

KING KONG (STC) Wed-Thu 12:30 1:30 4:35 5:20 8:45 
9:30 


‘Cinema 12: 3633-99 St, 463-S451_ 


PRIME (PG, coarse language, Sexual content) Sat Sun 
11:25 Daily 1:40 4:00 7:40 10:10 Fri Sat late show 12:30 


AHISTORY OF VIOLENCE (184, gory scenes, sexual 
content) Sat Sun 11:20 Daily 1:25 4:25 6:55 9:30 Fri Sat 
late show 11:50 


‘THE CONSTANT GARDENER (14A, coarse language, 
matur theme) Sat Sun 10:50 Daily 1:25 4:05 6:50 9:45 Fri 
Sat 12:25 


NORTH COUNTRY (144, coarse language, mature 
themes) Sat Sun 10:55 Daily 1:35 4:20 7:10 9:40 Fri Sat 
late show 12:10 


IN HER SHOES (PG, mature themes, not recommended 
for children) Sat Sun 7:00 9:59 Fri Mon-Thu 3:55 7;00 
9:50 Fri Sat late show 12:25 


THE FOG (14A, frightening scenes) Sat Sun 11:40 Daily 
2:10 4:45 7:35 10:05 Fri Sat late show 12:05 


SERENITY (144, violence) Sat Sun 11:00 Daily 1:30 4:15 
7:05 9:45 Fri Sat late show 12:15 


FLIGHTPLAN (PG, not recommended for young children) 
‘Sat Sun 11:10 Daily 2:05 4:55 7:25 10:15 Fri Sat late 
show 12:30 


JUST LIKE HEAVEN (PG) Daily 7:20 9:35 Fri Sat late 
show 11:40 

CORPSE BRIDE (PG, may frighten children) Sat 
‘Sun 11:30 Daily 2:00 4:30 7:15 9:25 Fri Sat late show 
12:00 

THE 40 YEAR-OLD VIRGIN (18A, coarse language, Séx- 
val content) Sat Sun 11:05 Daity 1:45 4:10 7:15 9:55 Fa 
Sat late show 12:10 

SKY HIGH (G) Sat Sun 11:35 Dally 1:55 4:40 

WEDDING CRASHERS (14A, sexual contact) Sat Sun 
11:20 Daily 1:50 4:35 7:20 10:00 Fri Sat late show 12:20 
MADAGASCAR (G) Sat Sun 11:15 1:20 3:55 Fi Mon-Thu 


1:20 
Movies 12: 130 Ave 50 St. 472-9779 


PRIME (PG, coarse language, sexual content) Sat Sun 
41:05 Daily 1:35 4:05 7:05 9:25 Fri Sat late show 11:50 


AHISTORY OF VIOLENCE (184, gory scenes, sexual 
content) Sat Sun 11:35 Daily 2:05 4:20 7:25 9:50 Fri Sat 
late show 12:15 

THE CONSTANT GARDENER (14A, coarse language, 
matur theme) Sat Sun 11:35 Daily 1:20 4:00 6:45 9:30 Fri 
Sat late show 11:55 

NORTH COUNTRY (144A, coarse language, mature 
themes) Sat Sun 10:55 Daily 4:35 9:40 

IN HER SHOES (PG, mature themes, not recommended 
for children) Sat Sun 10:50 Daily 1:25 4:15 6:55 9:35 Fri 
Sat late show 12:05 

THE FOG (14A, frightening scenes) Sat Sun 11:00 Daily 
4:50 4:55 7:40 10:10 Fri Sat late show 12:30 

SERENITY (14A, violence) Daily 4:45 7:30 10:00 Fri Sat 
late show 12:20 

FLIGHTPLAN (PG, not recommended for young children) 
‘Sat Sun 11:25 Daily 1:40 4:40 7:20 9:40 Fri Sat late show 
12:00 
THE WEATHER MAN (1A, coarse sexual language, 


eed 3 oP hd 


mature themes) Daily 7-25 10:05 Fri Sat late show 12°15 


TWO FOR THE MONEY (144, coarse language through- 
Out) Daily 2:00 7:00 Fri Sat late show 12:05 

CORPSE BRIDE (PG, may frighten young children) Sat 
‘Sun 11/10 Dally 1:30 3:20 5:10 7:10 9:25 Fri Sat late 
show 11:30 

‘THE 40 YEAR-OLD VIRGIN (18A, coarse language, sex- 
ual content) Sat Sun 11:30 Dally 1:55 4:35 7:15 9:55 Fri 
Sat late show 12:20 

SKY HIGH (G) Sat Sun 11:20 Daily 2:10 4:50 
WEDDING CRASHERS (144, sexual contact) Sat Sun 
11:15 Daily 1:45 4:30 7:10 9:45 Fri Sat late show 12:10 
MADAGASCAR (G) Sat Sun 11:40 Daily 2:15 


REVIEW 
4211-139 Ave, 472-7600 
JUST FRIENDS (14A) Fri-Sun 2:00 4:40 7:40 10:00 Mon 
Thu 4:40 7:40 10:00 


YOURS, MINE AND OURS (G) Fri-Sun 1:00 4:00 6:50 
9:00 Mon Tus 4:00 6:50 9:00 


CHICKEN LITTLE (G) Fri-Sun 12:20 2:30 5:00 7:05 Mon 
Tue 5:00 7:05 


IN THE MIX (PG, violence) Fri-Tue 9:10 
‘SYRIANA (144, violence) Fri-Sun 1:10 3:50 6:40 9:40 
Mon-Thu 3:50 6:40 9:40 


AEON FLUX (14A) Fri-Sun 1:50 4:20 7:20 9:20 Mon-Thu 
4:20 7:20 9:20 


WALK THE LINE (PG, mature theme, not recommended 
for young children) Fri-Sun 12:40 4:10 6:50 9:45 Mon-Thu 
4:10 6:50 9:45 
CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WITCH 
AND THE WARDROBE (PG, may frighten young children, 
3 screens) Fri-Sun 12:20 1:30 3:30 4:40 6:45 8:00 9:50 
Mon-Tue 3:30 4:40 6:45 8:00 9:50 (on 2 screans) Wed- 
Thu 3:30 4:40 6:45 8:00 9:50 
HARRY POTTER AND THE GOBLET OF FIRE (PG, 

ightening scenes, net recommended for young children) 
Fri-Sun 12:10 3:15 6:30 9:35 Mon-Thu 3:15 6:30 9:35 


KING KONG (STC, 3 screens) Wed-Thu 4:00 5:20 8:10 
9:10 


GALAXY CINEMAS - SHERWOOD PARK 


2020 Sherwood Drive, 416-0150 


CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WITCH 
AND THE WARDROBE (PG, may frighten young children, 
no passes} Fri 3:20 4:00 6:45 7:15 9:45 10:15 Sat-Sun 
12:00 12:45 3:30 4:00 6:45 7:15 9:45 10:15 Mon-Thu 
6:45 7:15 9:45 10:15 Star and Strollers Screening: Thu 
1:00 

SYRIANA (144A, violence) Fri 3:45 6:50 10:10 Sat-Sun 
11:45 3:45 6:50 10:10 Mon-Thu 6:50 10:10 

AEON FLUX (14A) Fri 4:20 7:30 9:55 Sat-Sun 12:20 4;20 
7:30 9:55 Mon-Thu 7:30 9:55 

YOURS, MINE AND OURS (G) Fri 4:10 7:10 9:30 Sat- 
Sun 12:10 4:10 7:10 9:20 Mon-Tue 7:10 9:30 


JUST FRIENDS (14A) Fri 3:50 7:20 9:40 Sat-Sun 11:50 
3:50 7:20 9:40 Mon-Thu 7:20 9:40 


HARRY POTTER AND THE GOBLET OF FIRE (PG, 
frightening scenes, not recommended for young chidren, 
no passes) Fri 4:30 6:30 8:45 10:00 Sat-Sun 11:30 12: 30 
3:00 4:30 6:30 B:45 10:00 Mon-Tue 6:30 8:45 10:00 
Wed-Thu 6:30 10:00 


WALK THE LINE (PG, mature theme, not recommended 
for young children) Fri 3:40 6:40 9:50 Sat-Sun 11:40 3:40 
6:40 9:50 Mon-Thu 6:40 9:50 


CHICKEN LITTLE (G) Fri 4:15 7-00 9:20 Sat-Sun 12:15 
4:15 7:00 9:20 Mon-Tue 7:00 9:20 


KING KONG (STC, no passes) Wed-Thu 7:00 8:30 9:00 


8712-109 St, 433-0728 


WATER (PG, mature themes, not recommended for chil- 
dren) Daily 7:00 9:20 Sat-Sun 2:00 


GATEWAY 8 
2250 Calgary Trail, 496-6977 


WATER (PG, mature themes, not recommended for chil- 
dren) Fri Mon-Thu 6:45 Sat-Sun 12:45 3:20 6:45 


THE LEGEND OF ZORRO (PG, violence) Fi Mon-Thu 
6:50 9:20 Sat-Sun 1;05 3:55 6:50 9:20 


SAW II (18A, gory scenes throughout, disturbing content) 
Fri Mon-Thu 7:30 Sat-Sun 1:10 4:10 7:30 


IN THE MIX (PG, violence) Daily 9:25 


THE ICE HARVEST (18A, sexual content, violence) Fri 
Mon-Thu 7:10 9:20 Sat-Sun 1:20 3:50 7:10 9:30 

GET RICH OR DIE TRYIN’ (184, coarse language, vio- 
Jence) Fri Mon-Thu 7:15 9:35 Sat-Sun 1:30 4:00 7:15 9:35 
ZATHURA (PG, may frighten young chidren) Fri Mon-Thu 
6:45 Sat 12:50 3:30 6:45 Sun 12:50 6:45 


KISS KISS, BANG BANG (14A, violence, coarse lan- 
Fri Mon-Thu 7:10 9:40 Sat-Sun 1:15 


guage 
3:45 7:10 9:40 
APAHARAN (14A, violence) Daily 9:00 


EK AJNABEE (STC) Fri Mon-Thu 8:30 Sat-Sun 1:00 420 
830 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


YOURS, MINE AND OURS (G) Sat Sun 11:30 Dally 1:30 
3:35 5:35 7:40 9:35 


CHICKEN LITTLE (G) Set Sun 11:45 Dally 1:20 3:10 7:35 


WALK THE LINE (PG, mature theme, not recommended 
for young children) Dally 5:00 9:15 


HARRY POTTER AND THE GOBLET OF FIRE (PG, 
frightening scenes, not recommended for young children) 
Sat Sun 11:00 Daily 2:10 5:30 8:45 


DERAILED (14A_ violence, coarse language throughout) 
Daily 1:25 5:25 9:40 


JUST FRIENDS (14A) Sat Sun 11:35 Daily 3:35 7:45 


CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WITCH 
AND THE WARDROBE (PG, may frighten young children) 
Daily 1:00 3:45 6:25 9:10 3 


| LEDUC CINEMAS} 


4762-50 St, Leduc, $85-2728 


WALK THE LINE (PG, mature theme, not recommended 
for young children) Daily 7:00 9:35 


HARRY POTTER AND THE GOBLET OF FIRE (PG. 
frightening Scenes, not recommended for young children) 
Sat Sun 12:40 3:40 


AEON FLUX (14A) Daily 7:05 9:20 Sat Sun 1:10 3:10 


CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WITCH 
AND THE WARDROBE (PG, may frighten young children) 
Daily 6:50 9;35 Sat Sun 12:50 3:45 


DERAILED (714A, violence, coarse language throughout) 
Daily 1:00 7:05 


JARHEAD (18A, coarse language, sexual content) Dally 
3:00 9:30 


MAGIC LANTERN CINEMA - CAMROSE 


Camrose, 780-506-2144 


HARRY POTTER AND THE GOBLET OF FIRE (PG, 
frightening scenes, not recommended for young ctiliren} 
Daily 7-20 Sat Sun 1:50 


CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WITCH 
AND THE WARDROBE (PG, may frighten young chviaren) 
Dally 6:45 9:25 Sat Sun 1:65 


WALK THE LINE (PG, mature theme, not recommended 
for young children) Daily 6:50 9:20 Sat Sun 2,00 


AEON FLUX (14) Daily 6:55 9:10 Sat Sun 2:05 


YOURS, MINE AND OURS (6) Daily 7:00 9:15 Sat Sun 
210 


KING KONG (STC) Wed-Thurs 7:30 


MAGIC LANTERN CINEMA - SPRUCE GROVE 
205 Main St. Soruce Grove 972-2332 


CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WITCH 
AND THE WARDROBE (PG, may frighten young children) 
Daily 7:00 9:30 Sat Sun 12:30 3:15 


9828-101A Ave, Citadel Theatre, 425-9212 


GRIZZLY MAN (14A, coarse language) Fri Sat Sun Mon: 
7:00 


THE WARRIOR (14A. violence) Fri Sun 9:00 
WE JAM ECONO (144) Sat Mon 9:00 


2882-170 St, 444-1829 


DOOM (184, gory scanes) Fri-Sun 2:00 4:30 7:10 9:40 
Mon-Thu 7:10 9:40 


ELIZABETHTOWN (PG, coarse isnguage, mature 
themes) Fri-Sun 1:40 4:15 6:50 9:25 Mon-Thu 6:50 9:25 
SERENITY (144, vickence) Daily 6°50 


CORPSE BRIDE (PG, may frighten young chiddren) F 
Sun 2:30 4:45 6:40 Mon-Thu 6:40 

FLIGHTPLAN (PG, not recommendad for young chidrer 
Fri-Sun 1:50 4:20 7:20 9:45 Mon-Thu 7:20 9:45 

JUST LIKE HEAVEN (PG) Fri-Sun 2:20 4:40 7-99 9-90 
Mon-Thu 7:30 9:30 

THE 40 YEAR-OLD VIRGIN (154. coarse language. 5 
ual content) Fri-Sun 1:35 4:10 7:00 8:35 Mon-Thu 7 
935 

WEDDING CRASHERS (144, sexual content) Fri-Sun 
1:30 4:00 6:30 8:10 Mon-Thu 6:30 9:10 

THE FOG (14A. frightening scenes) Fri-Sun 2:10 4:25 
6:45 9:00 Mon-Thu 6:45 9:00 


NORTH EDMONTON CINEMAS 
14231 197th Avenue, 780-732-2228 

CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WITCH 
AND THE WARDROBE (PG, may frighten young chidren, 
no passes) Fri-Mon Wed-Thu 11:45 12:45 1 45 3:00 4:00 
§;00 6:0 7:15 8:15 9:30 10:30 Tue 11:45 1:45 3:00 4:00 
5:00 6:30 7:15 8:15 9:30 10:30 Star and Strollers 
Screening: Tue 1:00 
SYRIANA (14A, violence) Daily 1:20 4:20 7:10 10:00 
AEON FLUX (14A) Daily 12:50 3:10 5:30 8:10 10:35 
JUST FRIENDS (144) Daily 2:00 5:20 7:50 10:10 


YOURS, MINE AND OURS (G) Dally 12:20 2:50 5:10 
7:30 9:40 


(PG. coarse language, mature themes) Fri-Sat Mon- 
Tue 1:10 4:10 7:20 10:20 Sun 4:10 7:20 10:20 
HARRY POTTER AND THE GOBLET OF FIRE (PG. 
frightening scenes, not recommended for young chadren, 
mo passes) Daily 12:00 1:00 3:15 4:30 6:30 8:00 9:50 
WALK THE LINE (PG, mature theme, not recommended 
for young chiidren) Daily 12:40 3:40 6:50 9:55 


SSSEB SRB SERBSEEEZSE SB 
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PRIDE AND PREJUDICE (G) Fr-Tue 12°10 
3:35 


DERAILED (1 
Fr-Tue 120 


CHICKEN LITTLE 


KING KONG (S 
1:30 2:30 3:20 4: 


WEM, 8852-170 St. 444-2400 
HARRY POTTER AND THE GOBLET OF FIRE (> 


Af 


(AWOD 
SYRIANA (144, violenc 


WALK THE LINE (PG, m 
for young children) Daily 12:2 


AEON FLUX (144) D 
JUST FRIENDS (144 
CHICKEN LITTLE (G) 


YOURS, MINE AND OURS (G) Fri-T. 
725 9:45 Wed 12 


1:30 3: 


DERAILED (144. 
Fri-Sun Tue 12 
KING KONG 
Thu 19:15 11:15 1 
(RWC/DVS, no 


1525-99 St, 436-8585 
AEON FLUX (14) Daily 1 10 10:45 
CAKE (14A) Daily 1 
THE ICE HARVEST (184 


1:10 3:30 5:40 8:00 11 


YOURS, MINE AND OURS (G) D 2:30 4:40 
7:20 9:30 


JUST FRIENDS (14A) Daily 12:15 2 


RENT (PG, coarse language, mature theme 
3:40 6:45 9:45 


HARRY POTTER AND THE GOBLET OF FIRE (PG 


WALK THE LINE (PG, mature theme, nol recommended 
for young children, no pssses} Fri-Mon Wed-Thu 12:50 
2:50 7:00 10:00 Tue 3:50 7:00 10;00 Star and Strofiers 
Screening (no passes) Tus 1:00 


Daily 150 42 


ZATHURA (PG, may fnghten young chiddren} Daily 1:20 
410 


PRIDE AND PREJUDICE (G) Day 1 
CHICKEN LITTLE (G) Daily 12:3 


GARHEAD (184, coarse lenquage, sexual content) Fri-Tue 
Thu 1:40 4:30 7:45 10:40 Wed 1:40 10:40 


THE LEGEND OF ZORRO (PG, violence) Daly 6:50 9.50 


WESTMOUNT CENTRE CENTRE 


111 Ave, Grost Rd. 455-8725 


HARRY POTTER AND THE GOBLET OF FIRE (PG, 
frightening scenes, Not recommended for young chikren} 
Fi Mon-Thu 6:30 9:45 Sat-Sun 12:00 3:15 6:30 &45 


RINT (PG. coarse lsnguage, meture themes} Fri Mon-Thu 
6245 10:00 Sat-Sun 12:45 3:45 6:45 10:00 

YOURS, MINE AND OURS (G) Fri Mon-Thu 7:15 sx 
Sat-Sun 12:16 2:45 4:45 7:15 9:30 

CHICKEN LITTLE (G) Fri Mon-Thu 7:00 9:15 Sat-Sun 
12:30 2:30 4:30 7:00 9:15 


P_ WETASKIWIN CINEMAS 


(1) 780-952-9922 
WALK THE LINE (PG, mature theme, not recommended 
for young children) Dally 7:00 9-35 
HARRY POTTER AND THE GOBLET OF FIRE (PG. 
frightening scenes. not recommended for young chidren) 
Sat Sun 12:40 3:40 
AEON FLUX (144) Dally 7:05 &20 Sat Sun 1:10 3:70 
CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WITCH 
AND THE WARDROBE (PG, may frighten young chikdren) 
Daily 6:50 9:35 Sat Sun 12:50 3:45 
DERAILED (14A. violence, coarse language throughout} 
Daily 1:00 7:05 
JARHEAD (184. coarse lenguage, sexual content) Daily 
3:00 9:30 
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Werner Herzog’s 
Grizzly Man explores 
the mysterious 
demise of 

Timothy Treadwell 


By JOSEF BRAUN 


fter failed attempts at an acting 
career, years spent as a beach 
um and repeated problems with 
substance abuse, Timothy Treadwell 
finally found a sense of purpose to 
his life in the rugged interior of Alas- 
ka’s Katmai National Park. It was 
there that Treadwell developed a 
new identity as a wildlife activist, a 
self-appointed (though apparently 
delusional) protector of Katmai’s 
grizzlies from the encroachment of 
poachers. Summer after summer, 
Treadwell ventured for months at a 
time into the grizzlies’ territory, 


attempting to live among, befriend 
and watch over them. He claimed 
that before these encounters he did- 
n't have a life, that it was the bears 
that gave him one. But in 2003, 
toward the end of his 13th summer, 
one of those bears brutally extin- 
guished the lives of Treadwell and 
his companion Amie Huguenard. 

In its attempts to honour, critique 
and penetrate the mystery of Tread- 
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well’s strange journey, Grizzly Man 
shares a kinship with Jon Krakauer’s 
book Into the Wild, in which Krakauer 
retraces the footsteps of Chris 
McCandless, another outsider who 
met his death in the Alaskan wilder- 
ness as a result of seemingly foolish if 
not suicidal disregard for precaution. 
Like Krakauer, filmmaker Werner Her- 
zog empathizes deeply with some 
element at the depths of his subject’s 
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impulses and uses this affinity to 
ground what is, in the end, a person- 
al essay, a sort of posthumous dia- 
logue between Herzog and the figure 
whose traces allow him to try and 
articulate sentiments from beyond 
the grave. Like Into the Wild, Grizzly 
Man is a moving, complicated inves- 
tigation into what urges certain 
dreamers so far from the frontiers of 
societal convention as to ultimately 
find themselves permanently and 
totally lost. 


THOSE FAMILIAR WITH either the 
legendary fiction films or documen- 
taries of the prolific Herzog will 
quickly recognize the themes that 
link Treadwell’s story to Herzog’s 
recurring concerns and the desolate 
realms he is drawn to. Treadwell 
(who, through Herzog’s use of plen- 
teous DV footage, really emerges as 
the co-author of Grizzly Man) is the 
lone figure in a vast, undeveloped 
landscape, an image that poetically 


_ expresses the sense of isolation that 


haunts the protagonist and leads 
him to turn his back on civilization. 

However, while allowing Tread- 
well to plead, charm, vent and self- 
aggrandize before his own camera at 
length (a mawkish but compelling 
showman, Treadwell generally speaks 
to both bears and camera like a 
strangely effeminate magician for 
kid's parties), Herzog also deliberately 
ignores the dictates of cinema verité, 
manipulating chronology and gradu- 
ally dispersing information in such a 
way as to contextualize, question 
and interpret Treadwell’s adventures. 
In his first-person approach, Herzog 
wisely attends to both the false 
objectivity of the documentary form 
and the limitations of what film can 
glean from a subject's interior. Her- 
zog obviously respects Treadwell’s 
individuality but criticizes his mis- 
leading self-portrait as a loner while 
his own girlfriend anonymously 
operates the camera. He commends 
Treadwell’s instinctive eye for spon- 
taneity and the genuine wonder 
found in his nature videography, but 
counters Treadwell’s attraction to the 
mysteries of nature with his own, less 
romantic belief that the nature of the 
universe “is not one of harmony, but 
of chaos and murder.” 

And Herzog is far from alone in 
providing commentary, giving ade- 
quate screen time to several naysay- 
ers, some friends, family, and 
especially a forensic examiner and 
former girlfriend, both of whom 
flaunt their own eccentricities and 
clearly share Treadwell’s compulsive 
desire to perform. Herzog dutifully 
gives voice and dignified attention to 
every character (man or animal) he 
comes across, but none more than 
the lost soul at the film’s centre, who, 
for all failings and contradictions, is 
clearly speaking on behalf of a long- 
ing for communion outside our mod- 
ern comforts that, hopefully, still 
exists somewhere in each of us. O 


GRIZZLY MAN 

Directed by Werner Herzog * Featuring 
Timothy Treadwell * Metro Cinema 
Fri-Mon, Dec 9-12 (7 pm) & Fri-Mon, 
Dec 16-19 (9 pm) © 425-9212 
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The Warrior ~ 


Continued from page 24 


daughter of a poor shawl-seller, to 
whom Katiba gave his amulet hours 
before. His sword at her neck, the 
warrior stares at the amulet and sud- 
denly has a vision of himself high on 
a snowy mountain range. He lets the 
girl and her mother go, gives up his 
sword and swears off violence. But his 
former comrades-in-arms are ordered 
to track him down and kill him. 

After a tragic turn in their hunt, a 
pall of grief clings to the warrior. 
Khan, with his slightly puffy eyes, 
hawkish nose, and tightly-set lips, 
plays this anti-hero as an increasing- 
ly introspective, grave figure sur- 
rounded by the bloodstains and 
charred ruins of a murderous past. 

The warrior’s inward gaze is 
matched by Kapadia’s watchful, bril- 
liant eye behind the lens. The film is 
impeccably shot and incapable of a 
dull visual moment. The camera 
lingers, Zen-like, on the rills of sand 
dunes, gullies carved into rock, or a 
silvery fog wafting across a moun- 
tainside. Two early shots focus on a 
scorpion passing in front of a cart 
and two beetles being run over by a 
cart, as Kapadia suggests that man 
should strive to realize his modest 
place in the natural order of things. 

The Warrior ends with its anony- 
mous namesake finding a present 
place of grace, a slight measure of 
atonement for the murderous arro 
gance of his past. But he does so by 
fading into the flock, becoming just 
another somebody in a film where 
the suffering of the many—poor and 
crippled peasants eking out a living— 
outweighs the rapacious power of the 
few. And if Kapadia’s stirring debut 
isn’t the first socialist warrior epic, it’s 
at least a sublime rarity, with its rene- 
gade warrior’s inner struggle reflect- 


| ing our wayward society's quest to 


rediscover its lost soul. © 


THE WARRIOR 

Written and directed by Asif Kapadia « 
Starring Imran Khan, Puru Chibber, and 
Mandakini Goswami * Metro Cinema ° Fn, 
Dec 9 & Sun, Dec 11 (9 pm) * 425-9212 
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“ALL THE RIGHT REASONS” 
IN STORES NOW 
AND @ NICKELBACK.COM 


JANUARY 22 - REXALL PLACE 
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JIN TICKETS ON SALE SATURDAY DECEMBER 10" AT 10:00 AM 
aiBEAR ticketmasterc2 451-8000 
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POWERPLANT 


RED SHAG CARPET CD RELEASE 
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WWW.SU-VENUES.CA 


For more info, call 492-2048 or visit www.su-venues.ca 


The Powerplant is a service of Your Students’ Union for UofA Students, staff, 
alumni, and their quests. All shows are no minors unless otherwise stated and 


doors at 8:00 pm unless otherwise stated. 
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One Edmonton 
institution bids 
farewell to another 
as Jerry Jerry plays 
the Sidetrack one 
last time 


By TYSON KABAN 


ese days it requires more than 
Te: promise of free booze and a 
meager cut of the door to get 
Jerry Woods (a.k.a. Jerry Jerry) back 
on stage—it takes a momentous 
occasion. The last time the double- 
named rock rebel and his Sons of 
Rhythm Orchestra performed live 
was this past summer on the eve of 
the implementation of Edmonton's 
smoking bylaw, mostly because 
Woods thought it would be impor- 
tant to play one last show where he 
could still legally smoke on stage. 
This time around, Woods will be 
commemorating another emotional 
loss: with the Sidetrack Café soon 
closing its doors for good, he felt it 
would be appropriate for one of the 
city’s oldest bands to give the signa- 
ture venue the send-off it deserves. 

“These days, [the band] will play 
from time to time, but sometimes 
it’s hard to get everyone together,” 
explains Woods over the phone after 
finding quiet refuge from his family 
in his daughter’s room. “Our last 
show was when smoking ended, so 
we figured that was an occasion. The 
Sidetrack is closing, so that’s an 
occasion. 

“As you get older things start fill- 
ing up your time so it becomes a bit 
harder to play regular shows,” he 
continues. “And there’s a bit of trepi- 
dation when you haven't been on 
the boards in awhile—you wonder if 
you still got it, I suppose, But it'll be 
fun, and the show should be inter- 


esting, at least to see what I do with 
my hands now that I don’t smoke. 
I'll probably just be looking at them 
a lot, I guess.” 


A FIXTURE ON THE Edmonton 
scene since the early ‘80s, Woods 
was one of the first local rockers to 
define the Canadian indie-rock 
sound. He spent the last 14 years of 
an even longer career (“April 2007 
will be 25 years,” he says) in Montre- 
al, but he’s always called Edmonton 
home. Now Woods works as a mail- 
man and lives here in the city with 
his wife and five kids, ranging in age 
from eight to 18. But he hasn’t 
always been the “conservative 
stodgy father” he currently describes 
himself as. In fact, during the band’s 
heyday, Woods and his Orchestra 
weren’t even welcome at clubs like 
the Sidetrack. 

“We couldn’t play at the Side- 
track in the early days because we 
were a little bit too punk-rock for 


E 


them. That, or we thought that they 
thought we were too rowdy for 
them,” he says. “All the years we 
were in Montreal, when we would 
come back out to Edmonton, we 
started coming to the Sidetrack. It’s 
got a really nice sound, good room 
to play. Not too dangerous.” 

While the Sidetrack might be 
one of the tamer venues Woods has 
played, there have been more than a 
few unsavoury places that have 
allowed him and his rambunctious 
bands to perform. 

“There was a speakeasy in Van- 
couver called the Bug Room. It was 
built in the basement of an old abat- 
toir [slaughterhouse]—it still had 
the blood pits and everything,” he 
says. “But there’s been even worse 
than that; I remember in the old 
days at the Calgarian Hotel in Cal- 
gary where you would have police 


DECEMBER 8-14, 2005 


with you on each floor because 
there was usually a drug murder 
going on. But the Sidetrack’s not 
like that; it’s very nice. And some 
people that I know might think that 
some of the places I frequent are less 
than secure, but they don’t feel that 
way about the Sidetrack. It’s com- 
fortable for all ages.” 


CURRENTLY, Woods is in the process 
of approving a film that wants to use 
some of his songs on the soundtrack 
and he’ll soon begin working on 
translating some French songs into 
English for a Francophone singer 
But after the show on December 10, 
Woods has no idea when he'll get 
back on stage. He’s been on the 
periphery of the music scene his 
whole career, with no mainstream 
success and only four albums to his 
credit. But even in the early days, 
mainstream success never appealed 
to Woods, and he'll continue to play 
the occasional show and write songs 
as long as he still finds it fun. 

“We had our little run back in 
the early days, our little brush with 
the music industry. But I have 
absolutely no interest in that now, if 
I even did in the first place,” he 
says. “Imagine how horrible it 
would be to accidentally write a hit 
single and then be forced to play 
crappy gigs in small-town America 
for five years. Trying to make your- 
self into something you’re not, oF 
that you are and no one likes. That 
would be a nightmare! 

“] did my touring time and that 
was all fine but I’m not going back 
out there again. We still play, 
though. As long as people come out 
to see us, we have fun,” he contin- 
ues. “We like to entertain and as long 
as you're entertained, that’s alright. 
We ain’t hurting anybody.” © 


JERRY JERRY AND THE SONS OF 
RHYTHM ORCHESTRA 

With ROCKETONE! and Killer, Whales! ° 
Sidetrack Café * Sat, Dec 10 (8 pm) 
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ith ilu n es° Get iTunes in your phone. Take a call, the music pauses. Hang up 
WwW and the music starts again. Check it out at Motorola.com 
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By ROSS MOROZ 


Retrograde ° With Ellis, Strada and 
Whitfield * Powerplant « Fri, Dec 9 
According to the Canadian Radio-televi- 
sion and Telecommunications Commis- 
sion (more commonly known as the 
CRTC), federal law in Canada dictates 
that at least 35 per cent of all music 
aired each week on all commercial radio 
stations must be Canadian. One would 
assume this policy would be wildly pop- 
ular with our nation’s up-and-coming 
musicians, particularly those who play in 
radio-friendly, mainstream rock acts, but 
apparently this isn’t always the case, at 
least as far as west-coast rockers Retro- 
grade are concerned. 

“The content mandate is not help- 
ing up-and-coming Canadian artists 
anymore,” complains Retrograde 
drummer Ben Hulse. “With so many 
internationally successful Canadian 
rock bands out there now, it actually 
makes it harder for independent bands 
like us to get radio play. We're all com- 
peting for the same spots, so with peo- 
ple like Theory of a Deadman and 
Nickelback eating up the airwaves, 
there’s not a lot of room for indepen- 
dent hard rock bands like us.” 

Without the support of a major label 
or the benefit of regular radio play, the 
band has managed to arrange licensing 
deals with several major American televi- 
sion productions, and as such songs 
from the group’s most recent album, 
This Frequency We Share, have appeared 
on an MTV series, an ESPN extreme 
sports program and, somewhat 
bizarrely, the UPN hit America’s Next Top 
Model. Hulse understands how such 
moves could cause even an unabashedly 
mainstream rock act like Retrograde 


could be accused of, ahem, “selling 
out,” though he sees this rampant 
licensing of his music as merely a lucra- 
tive part of the modern music business. 

“For us, it’s always been about 
striking that balance between creating 
new material and then taking that 
material and getting it into as many 
ears as possible,” he explains. “You put 
so much time and effort and money 
into writing and recording that you 
want to make sure that a whole lot of 
people will hear it.” 

And the money isn’t bad, either. 
“The back-end royalties from appear- 
ing on one of those shows can be 
what keeps you on the road for a cou- 
ple of weeks, so it would be stupid not 
to take advantage of those opportuni- 
ties,” Hulse admits. “| think if we had a 
big hit and we had a label supporting 
us, we could pick and choose a little 
more, but to a large degree we’re 
forced to take whatever exposure 
opportunities we can get.” 

So Retrograde doesn’t feel even a 
bit weird that most people's first intro- 
duction to their music might be on 
that anorexics-versus-bulimics-versus- 
Tyra-Banks show? “Not really,” Hulse 
says. “In the end, the real debate was- 
n’‘t about that—it was whether or not 
to mention it in our bio or in inter- 
views, because guys like you will 
always ask about it.” 

Yeah, reporters, man—always ask- 
ing questions and stuff. Such jerks. 


Elizabeth Page * With Except My 
Life, A Portrait Of Midnight, 
Darko, Depravity Waltz and Felix 
* McQueen Hall « Sat, Dec 10 « all 
ages |s hardcore dead? It wasn’t so 
long ago that a hefty majority of the 
bands appearing in Music Notes sub- 
scribed to the screaming/arm- 
flailing/floor-punching/questionable 
piercing aesthetic, but recently it seems 
as if these groups are getting fewer and 
farther between. Which is why it’s 
interesting to hear what Strathmore- 
based teenaged hardcore quartet Eliza- 
beth Page have to say about the 
supposed death of their genre. 

“There's always going to be people 


who say ‘oh, yeah, hardcore’s so two 
years ago’ or whatever, and | guess it 
seems like the hardcore scenes in 
Edmonton and Calgary are sort of 
dying, but | think the people who are 
really into it are still into it and wil| 
always be into it,” explains Elizabeth, 
Page guitarist Dustin Bailey, who pos- 
tulates that hardcore’s meteoric rise js 
partly to blame for its recent decline. 

“Hardcore is still growing so much, 
and there’s definitely still a lot of inter- 
est there, but as something grows it 
tends to lose a lot of the roots that 
made it cool in the first place,” he 
hypothesizes. “It seems like a lot of 
kids are going to shows just for the 
sake of going. It doesn’t seem like it 
as centered around the music as i 
used to be, which is kind of too bad 
It's kind of become more of a fashion 
thing—kids are like ‘oh, | wear tight 
pants and have weird hair! I’m so 
cool!’ | guess it’s cool, because having 
lots of kids at a show makes it fun, but 
it’s not what it used to be.” 

Bailey’s wistfulness is not without 
merit, although with members ranging 
in age from 16 to 19, Elizabeth Pag: 
can’t exactly present themselves as “old 
school” anyway, Nor do they claim to 
be: Bailey describes his band’s music as 
‘metal-core’ (“I think when hardcor 
started it was more punk influenced 
he says, “whereas now it’s drifting mor: 
towards metal, which is sort of our 
thing”), and even the band’s name wa 
a deliberate attempt to break out of the 
traditional hardcore mould. 

“It’s actually a reference to ['50s pin- 
up icon] Betty Page—tike, we figured 
Betty is probably short for Elizabeth, ’ 
Bailey explains. “We didn’t want to have 
the stereotypical hardcore band name— 
you know, like, all hardcore bands have 
‘black’ and ‘murder’ and ‘blood’ and a 
season in their name. That would have 
been way too hardcore.” 


The Wolfnote * With Fake Cops, 
the Subatomics, totheteeth/tothe- 
hilt and Killer Whales « Arts Barns 
¢ Sat, Dec 10 © all ages The Wolfnote 
have been noticeably absent from the 
local scene as of late, and so in antici- 


10220-103 ST ° 423-7707 
www. EDMONTONHAVANAGLUB.GOM 
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of the band’s first Edmonton 

ince the spring, Music Notes 

to track down the elusive 

pus Edmontonius, ambushing an 

unsuspecting Travis Sargent in his nat- 

ral habitat (that is, at home in bed) 
ate one Monday evening. 

“We were on tour for a lot of the 

mmer, which was awesome, but we 
got kind of tired by the end of it,” 
explains the bands affable (if groggy) 
frontman. “After you spend that much 
time together on a tour, when you get 
home it’s important to spend some 
time apart so you don’t end up Killing 
each other. So we've been kind of like 
ying low, but | think we’re ready to 
start playing shows again.” 

According to Sargent, part of the 
impetus for getting back on the horse 
(or, um, wolf, as it were) is the upcom- 
ing re-release of the band’s latest album, 
sacred Bodies, on vinyl by Edmonton's 
Reluctant Records. “It’s exciting,” he 
raves. “It’s the kick in the ass we need to 
snake us start playing again.” 

Sargent is also excited about a 
somewhat covert upcoming collabora- 
tion. “We're planning something kind 
of exciting with the All Purpose Volt- 
age Heroes,” he whispers, either 
because of the confidential nature of 
the plan or to avoid waking the neigh- 
bours at this late hour. “It’s totally top 
secret, but feel free to allude to some 
kind of clandestine late-night meetings 
or something.” 

But what about all this recent 
“wolf band” nonsense? The Wolfnote 
must deserve some recognition for 
being one of the first lupoid rock acts, 
at least in Canada. ; 

“| like to think that we’re at the 
forefront of the Canadian ‘wolf’ band 
explosion, not in terms of popularity, 
but in terms of having been a ‘wolf’ 
band for the longest period of time,” 
Sargent agrees. “I like to think of us as 
the mother wolf of Canadian wolf 
bands, who are all suckling at our wolf 
teats. Except AIDS Wolf. AIDS Wolf is 
like the retarded runt wolf that gets 
eaten by a hawk or something.” 

It should be noted that the preced- 
ing passage was not presented entirely 
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Nomeansno « Sidetrack Café * Fri, Dec 2 * reVUE After more than two decades 
and countless appearances in this fine city, Victoria’s Nomeansno still manage to cre- 
ate a torrential amount of buzz whenever they come to town. And rightly so; their 
stripped to the bone yet incredibly complex punk rock is a tonic to ears grown tired of 
listening to slick, over-produced crap. Every throbbing blast of Rob Wright's bass and 
brother John’s drumbeats are economically placed for maximum effect. This is music 
at its best and should be required listening for anyone even thinking about forming a 
band. You must begin and end with good songs that are capable of standing on their 
own with no bells and whistles. After that, nothing else matters. —Pri. Di 


verbatim: at Mr. Sargent’s request, this 
entire interview has been scrubbed 
clean of any words not allowed on 
prime time television. An odd request, 
certainly (Canadian Idol runner-up 
Teresa Sokyrka is the only other Music 
Notes interviewee to make a similar 
adjuration, which was made all the 
more hilarious by the fact that, unlike 
the subject of this edition, Miss Sokyr- 
ka didn’t actually curse even once dur- 
ing the course of our chat). But, 


bearing in mind Sargent’s day job 
working with grade-schoolers at a 
southside elementary school, a per- 
fectly valid one. 

“Last time you interviewed me all 
the parents at the school | work at 
were like ‘hey, Travis, | saw the inter- 
view you did with Vue... very interest- 
ing...’ and I'm like, ‘oh great,’” he says 
sheepishly, “so would you mind taking 
all the f-bombs out?” 

Done and done, fucker. @ 
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CHRIS BROWN - RUN IT 

MADONNA - HUNG UP 

SHAWN DESMAN - MAN IN ME 

MARIAH CAREY - DON’T FORGET ABOUT US 
PRETTY RICKY - YOUR BODY 

KANYE WEST/ ADAM LEVINE - 

HEARD EM SAY 

CARL HENRY - 1 WISH 

RIHANNA - IF IT’S LOVIN’ THAT YOU WANT 
THE SHOW- WATCHIN’ ME 

KREESHA TURNER - BOUNCE WITH ME 
THE PUSSYCAT DOLLS - STICKWITCHU 
JELLESTONE/ NELLY FURTADO - 
FRIENDAMINE 

T-PAIN - 'M SPRUNG 

BEYONCE/ SLIM THUG - CHECK ON IT 
KANYE WEST/ JAMIE FOXX - GOLD DIGGER 
SHAKIRA - DON’T BOTHER 

MASSARI - REAL LOVE 

EMINEM - WHEN I'M GONE 

SEAN PAUL - WE BE BURNIN’ 

50 CENT - WINDOW SHOPPER 

BLACK EYED PEAS - MY HUMPS 

ROSETTE - CRUSHED 

JAMIE FOXX/ LUDACRIS - UNPREDICTABLE 
AKON/ YOUNG JEEZY - SOUL SURVIVOR 
GWEN STEFANI - LUXURIOUS 

KELLY CLARKSON - 

BECAUSE OF YOU (REMIX) 

KARDINAL OFFISHALL - 

EVERYDAY RUDE BWOY 

BOW WOW/ CIARA - LIKE YOU 

JEFF HENDRICK - | JUST WANNA DANCE 
GORILLAZ - FEEL GOOD INC. 

BLACK EYED PEAS - PUMP IT 

JULLY BLACK - 5X LOVE 

K’NAAN - IF RAP GETS JEALOUS 

TWISTA/ TREY SONGZ - GIRL TONIT! 
BIANCA - VEGAS 


36 - KMC/ BEENIE MAN/ MASSARI - 


SOUL ON FIRE 


| 


Fax your free listings 
to 426-2889 or 

e-mail to Glenys at 
listi com 


ings@vueweekly. 
Deadline Is Friday at 3pm 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Billy Wizeman 


BACKDRAUGHT PUB Open 
stage 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE Carrie 
Hryniw; 7pm; donations 


CEILI’S Screech; 9pm 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 
Open stage hosted by Alberta 
Crude; 6-10pm 


DUSTER’S PUB Jam hosted by 
Brian Petch 


FOUR ROOMS Diana Stabel, 
Andrew Glover 


GRINDER Thursday jam night 


JAMMERS PUB Thursday open 
jam; 7-11pm 

J AND R BAR AND GRILL Open 
stage with The Poster Boys 
(pop/rock/blues); 8:30pm- 
12:30am 


JULIAN'S PIANO BAR Graham's 
Twisted Jazz Standards; 7:30- 
10:30pm 

METRO CLUB AND BILLIARDS 
Latin music, jam and dancing: 
Spm 

NEST Open stage with Nick Zyl 
every Thu 

SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE 
Cirea Survive, My Chemical 
Romance, Thrice; tickets available 
at TicketMaster 


SIDETRACK CAFE Big john Bates 
and the Voodoo Dollz, Road to 
Nowhere, The Firebrands; 8pm; 
$10 (door) 


URBAN LOUNGE GO 


WILD WEST SALOON Trick 
Ryder 


CLASSICAL 


LEGISLATURE Griesbach School 
Choir 12-12:30pm; Rio Terrace 
Schoo! Choir 12:30-1pm; Melodie 
D’Amour 7-8pm; Richard Eaton 
Swingers 8-9pm 


DUS 


ARMOURY Vintage Thursdays: 
retro rock, dance and old school 
hip hop 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Escapack 
Entertainment 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Thump: intronica with the DDK 
Soundsystem 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB 
DJ Squiggles, Yohko Oh-no 


DECADANCE Soul Heaven with 
Sweetz, T-Bass, Rezidnt Funk 


ESMERALDA'S Big and Rich 
Thursday: top 40, country 


FILTHY McMASTY’S Punk Rock 
Bingo with Dj SWA.G. 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
40/dance with Dj Christian 


GUILTY MARTINI Urban 
Substance Thursdays Grand 
Finale: with Urban Substance 
Sound Crew, Invinceable, |- 
Money, Shortround, Echo; last 
week 


HALO Deep ‘n’ Delicious: with 
Diz; $10 (before 10pm)/$15 
(after 10pm) 

HAVANA CLUB Urban, hip hop, 


Reggae beats with 717 
Entertainment 


KAS BAR Urban House: with Dj 
Mark Stevens; 9pm 


NEWCASTLE PUB AND GRILL 
Students Night: hip hop with DO} 
‘Odin 

OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: 
classic rock, R&B, urban and 
dance with D] Mikee; 9pm-2am; 
no cover 

RED STAR Underground Hip 
Hop Night: with DJ Mumps, Dj 
Dusty Kratez, DJ Nato 

THE ROOST Rotating shows: 
Sticky’s open stage and the 
Weakest Link game with D} Jazzy 
second and last Thursday; $1 
(member)/$4 (non-member) 


SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Funkdafied Thursday: 
funk with Dj Leanne Fong 


SAVOY Funk and downtempo 
with Ben Jamin 


STANDARD Dj Donald Glaude; 
9pm-2amn; tickets available at 
TicketMaster 


VELVET UNDERGROUND 
NRMLS WLCM Thursdays: electro, 
disco-punk, hip hop with DJ Nik7 
and quests; no minors; 9pm. 
(door); $4 


WUNDERBAR Up and Down 


Thursdays: with Djs Loopin’ the 
3rd, Big Slice 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 


ALLEGRO George Kovacs (piano); 
69pm 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Billy 
Wizeman 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Guy Smith 
and the Revtones; 9pm (door); $5 
(door) 


CASINO EDMONTON jamie 
Calan (country/rock) 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD Sam 
Cockrell (blues) 


CEILI'S The Kick It Bros; 9pm 


FESTIVAL PLACE Terry McDade 
and The McDades (Celtic), quests; 
7:30pm; $26 (cabaret)/$24 
(box)/$22 (theatre seats) at 
Festival Place box office, 
TicketMaster 


FOUR ROOMS Don Berner 


GRINDER Dan Sinasac (rocking 
roots/blues) 

HORIZON STAGE Cowgirl 
Christmas: Eli Barsi, Doris Daley; 
7:30pm; $20 (adult)/$1S 
(student/senior) at Horizon Stage 
box office 

JAMMERS PUB country/rock 
band; 9-2am 

JEKYLL AND HYDE PUB 
Headwind (’603/°70s pop/rock); 
9:30pm; no cover 

JEFFREYS CAFE Andrew Glover 
(jazz); 8:30pm; $10 


J4.S PUB Swarm (rock) 


JULIAN’S PIANO BAR Dennis 
Plays Favourites; 7:30-10:30pm 


NEWCASTLE PUB Hidden Faces 
(classic rock) 

POWER PLANT Ellis, Retrograde, 
Strada, Whitfield; $8 (door) 
RED'S Streetheart, Kenny Shields, 
Stash; 7pm; $21.95 (adv) 
SIDETRACK CAFE Kit Kat Club; 
&pm; $10 (adv)/$12 (door) 
URBAN LOUNGE Granny 
Dynamite 


VELVET UNDERGROUND The 
Order of Chaos (metal/atternative) 
WILD WEST SALOON Trick 
Ryder 

YARDBIRD SUITE Ken Chaney 
Quintet; 8pm (door), 9pm 


(show); $18 (member)/$22 
(guest) 

ZENARI'S ON 1ST Dino 
Dominelli Trio; 8-11 pm 


CLASSICAL 


LEGISLATURE Mee-Yah Noh 
School Choir 12-12:30pm; 
Virginia Park Schoo! Choir 12:30- 
Ipm; Vegreville Multicultural 
Melodylands 7-8pm; Sanctuary 
Chole 8-9pm 


DUS 


ARMOURY Fishbone Fridays: Top 
40 downstairs/retro 80 upstairs 


AZUCAR LATIN NIGHTCLUB 
Top 40 with Latin band and Dj 
Papi 

BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Element: D’n’B/house/breaks with 
Degree, Phatcat, Neal K, Shortee, 
Sweetz and more 


BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Escapack 
Entertainment 


BOOTS Retro Disco: retro dance 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB Dance 
party with D] Alvaro 


CALIENTE Funktion Fridays: rock 
with D} Invinceable; 10pm 


DANTE’S BISTRO Dj Jolinny Sky 


DECADANCE Ladies Night sexy 
house with Smooy, guests 


ESCAPE Fahrenheit Fridays 


ESMERALDA’S Dj Jimmy Friday; 
8pm (door) 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with 
DJ Christian 


HALO Mod Club: indie rock, new 
wave, Brit pop, and 60s soul with 
Dj Blue Jay, DJ Travy D; no cover 
before 10pm; $5 (alter 10pm) 


HAVANA CLUB Urban, hip hop, 
Reggae beats with 717 
Entertainment 


IRON HORSE Urban dance party 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotiq 
Friday 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Your Weekly AA Meeting: with 
Jebus and Adam 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Trasheteria: 
Live Drag Shows: with Nikrofeelya 
and Boogedy B; 8pm (door) 


O’BYRNE’S Dj Finnegan; 9pm; 
no cover 


ONE ON WHYTE Dancing with 
DJ Emmy 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: 
dassic rock, R&B, urban and 
dance with DJ Mikee; 9pm-2am; 
no cover 


RED STAR Loaded Friday: indie 
rock and Brit pop with DJ 
Readymade Flyboy 


THE ROOST Upstairs: Euro Blitz: 
best new European music with DJ 
Outtawak Downstairs: D] jazzy; 

$4 (member)/$6 (non-member) 


RUM JUNGLE Peoples Dj 
Spinning 

SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Deep House: with Friday 
resident DJ Luke Morrison 


SAVOY Dj Busy 8; no cover 


SIDETRACK CAFE Southerly, The 
Conversation, Old Seed, 7pm 
(early show), $8 (door); The 
Mocking Shadows, 9pm, $10 
(door) 


SPORTSWORLD INLINE 
ROLLER SKATING DISCO Friday 
Retro Night: With Jam Skater 
Short D; 7pm-midnight 


STANDARD Dj Chris Brown 


STARLITE ROOM Cherry Fridays: 
alternative dance with D] Jason; 
no cover; 9pm; $4 
STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with 
Dj Tysin 

TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
Flashback: house/hard with 


Johnny Dangerous, Andy Inertia, 
guests; 1-7am 


WUNDERBAR Sergio Georgini’s 
Friday Wind Down: with DJ 
Calibar 


Y AFTERHOURS Foundation 
house/breaks/garage with 
Anthony Donahue, Nestor 
Delano, Dragon, Ryan Wade, 
Rooflo, Bree, Nic-E; 1am-Bam 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


ALLEGRO Terry Jorden (piano); 6- 
9pm 

ARDEN THEATRE The Nylons; 
4:30pm and 7:30pm; $32.50 at 
Arden Theatre box office, 
TicketMaster 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Billy 
Wireman 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Hair of 
the Dog: ; 4-6pm; no cover 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Mark 
Sterling, Ron Rault, Stewart 
MacDougall; 1pm 


CASINO EDMONTON Jamie 
Calan (country/rock) 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD Sam 
Cockrell (blues) 


FOUR ROOMS Don Bemer 


GRINDER Dan Sinasac (rocking 
roots/blues) 


HORIZON STAGE Memories of a 
CBC Jubilee Christmas: Scott 
Wood, Tom Leadbeater; 2pm and 
7:30pm; $30 


JAMMERS PUB Saturday open 
jam, 3-7:30pm; country/rock 
band, 9pm-2am 


J.4.'5 PUB Swarm (rock) 


JULIAN’S PIANO BAR Sarah 
Bernett, Tigner Troup 


McQUEEN HALL Except My Life, 
Elizabeth Page, A Portrait Ot 
Midnight, Darko, Depravity Waltz, 
Felix; all ages event; 6:30pm 
(door), 7pm (show); $6 


METRO CLUB AND BILLIARDS 
Bands and the Metro Idol 
Competition; 8pm 


NEWCASTLE PUB Hidden Faces 
(classic rock) 


O’BYRNE’S Captain Tractors 
Chris Wynters and Scott Peters; 
3pm; no cover 

PRINCE CHARLES HALL No 
Such Luck (metal/rock) 


RED'S Auto Violet, Rake; 10pm. 


RED STRAP MARKET |Human 
Benefit Concert: Mary Rankin, 
Laura Vinson and Free Spirit, Back 
Porch Swing, Patsy Amico and 
Brian Gregg, Knotwork, Two by 
Four and others; 1-6pm; donation 


RED STRAP MARKET Culture 
‘Cool; Marco Claveria Band, Tilo 
Paiz, American Rosa; 8pm; $10 
(adv) at TIX on the Square, 
Megatunes, Paraiso Tropical/$1S 
(door) 


RENDEZVOUS Auresia nd the 
Constellation-ites, Lawrence, 
Smorgasbord (rock) 


SIDETRACK CAFE Jerry Jerry and 
the Sons of Rhythm Orchestra, 
ROCKETONEI, Killer, Whales! (ex- 
WPP); 8pm; $10 (door) 
STARLITE ROOM Clutch, 
William Elliott Whitmore; 8pm 
(door), no minors; $23 (adv) at 
TicketMaster, Megatunes 
URBAN LOUNGE Granny 
Dynamite 

WILD WEST SALOON Trick 
Ryder 

YARDBIRD SUITE Ken Chaney 
Quintet; 8pm (door), Ipm 
(show); $18 (member)/$22 
(quest) 


CLASSICAL 
ES 


CONVOCATION HALL Ww, 
Concert: Festival City Winds Ku 
Society; 7:30pm; $7 (door) 


FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH jy. 
Beginnings/Thou Shalt Kno 
Da Camera Singers; 8pm; $10 
(senior/student)/$15 (adul:) 
door, TIX on the Square 


LEGISLATURE St. Albert Sin 
Guild and St. Albert Women 

Voice Ensemble 7-8pm; Smo 
Lake and District Choir 8-9; 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 
THEATRE X-Mas Nuts!: Crack 
Up 2005: Heebee-jeebees (2 
pella); 2:30pm, 7:30pm; $16 
(adult)/$13,99 (student/senior) 
TIX on the Square 


ST. ANDREW'S UNITED 
‘CHURCH It’s Christmas T1.M.c 
ENuf Sed (vocal ensembles 
gospel/jazz); 7:30pm 
(concert/dessert), $12 (adult)/$\( 
(student/senior) at TIX on t! 
Square, door 


ee 
AZUCAR LATIN NIGHTCLUE 
Top 40 with Latin band and 0) 
Papi 


DANTE’S BISTRO D) Joh 


ESCAPE Saturday Night H: 
Party: with Urban Metropolis | 
turing Harman B and DJ Kwak 
9pm. 

GUILTY MARTINI Supreme 
Saturdays Grand Finale: with 
Invinceable, Big Sun, D} Game, 
Weapon X, Aliby; 9pm; last w 


HALO For Those Who Know 
Junior Brown, Waylon 
Sherrington, Remo, quests: 1 
entry after 1:45am; $5 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Sizzle 
Saturday: DJ Groovy Cuvy and 
guests 

ONE ON WHYTE Dancing 
DJ Emmy 

SPORTSWORLD ROLLER SKAT 
ING DISCO Top 40 request, rel 
disco with Confusion, Short D 
and C.lj,; 1-Spm and 7-midniyh! 


with Jeff Hillis, DTDR, Big D. 
STX, Tweek; lam-8am 
VELVET UNDERGROUND USA 
vs. UK: hip hop vs. house, big 
beat to smooth groove with D) 
Jason LP; 9pm (door); $4 


LIVE MUSIC 


ass 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Diamond Back Trio 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
ReClaim Sundays: 

Funky jazz hosted by Rubim 
Metha, Lane Arendt and guests 
no cover 

BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL 
Carmen's Sunday live open ja™ 
(CARGO AND JAMES TEA 
SHOPPE Open stage with Bob 
Robichaud; 7-10pm. 
JAMMERS PUB Sunday open 
blues jam; 4-8pm 

JULIAN’S PIANO BAR Chanie! 
Barnett and the Tigner Troup 
(soul, funk) 

NEWCASTLE PUB Open St29° 
with Willie James and Crawdad 
3pm 

OSCARS PUB Open stage 
Sundays hosted by Chris Wynte” 
of Captain Tractor (8-11pm) 
RED'S Axetreame Fest; 12pm 


ROSEBOWL Jam with the 


VUEWEEKLY €ZD 
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esarts concert: 
y Kiwanis Singers, 
ye Vs Choir, 
“Saxaphone Quartet: 
‘ 
URE St. Nicholas 
Ensemble 7-8p™; 
\YGALL UNITED CHURCH 
fest Vamaur: Chorale Saint 
pr 15 (adult)/S12 
enlorsS5 (child 12 
Funder) at Le Cal 
to ee 
7 CENTRE Sing We 
ae Choirs, isa 
(mezzo-soprano); 2pm; 
" siz (student/senior) 
« box office, TIX on 


inp 
quare 
CENTRE Christmas, 
Winspear: Edmonton, 
pian Choirs; 7pm 


DJs 


eXSTAGE TAP AND GRILL 
astry Night: with Atomic 
ove, Jameokand Dj Tim 


pY'S NIGHTCLUB Stardust 
ge with Mz Bianca and Mz 
fair, 0 Eddy Toantlash 


Urban Ladies Night: 
7 the Bounce on location with 
vinceable, Game, Weapon X; 


DANCE Worship with Big 
TOR, quests; 1am-close 


DER Soul Sundays: with 
cko 
sL0 Popscene: Indie hits, 
solten classics, underground 
purites with S Master F, 

att, Kyle, G-Spot, Jer-Lo, 

1D, 9pm (door); no cover 


ON WHYTE Vinyl side 
ays: with top spin Djs 
JUNGLE Service Industry 


it 


py Mondo Electreau: sur, 
ye with D| Dan Electreau 


'S Stolli’s House Arrest: 
Johnny Dangerous, Andy 
tia, quests 
UNDERGROUND Self 
b Sundays: punk rock, hip hop 
th 0} Slipped Dise 


6644 


ARDEN THEATRE 5 St. Anne St, 


Si. Albert, 459-1542 


7704-104 St, 432-4611 


AZUCAR LATIN NIGHTCLUB 


11733-78 St 479-7400 


ALLEGRO 1001-109 St, 424- 


‘WUNDERBAR A Whole Lot of 
Shakin’ Sundays: rockabilly, psy- 
chobilly 


LIVE MUSIC 


JULIAN'S PIANO BAR Graham's 
Twisted Jazz Standards; 7:30- 
10:30pm 


L.B.’S PUB House band; 
9:30pm-lam; no cover 


NEW YORK BAGEL CAFE Marco 
Claveria (samba to Bolero) every 
Monday 


RED’S Theory of a Deadman; 
Hurst; all ages event: 7pm (door); 
$22.95 (adv) at Red's, 
TicketMaster 


SIDETRACK CAFE Open stage 
Mondays, hosted by Ben Spencer; 
9pm; no cover 


TAPHOUSE Monday Live: with 
Big Tickle; 8:30-11:30pm; no 
cover 


CLASSICAL 


SaaS SSS 
BERNARD SNELL AUDITORIUM 
FOYER Hear’s to Your 
Health-Happy 250th Birthday, 
Mozart: Guillaume Tardif, Alycia 
Au (violin), Aaron Au (viola), Lidia 
Khaner (oboe), Julie Amundsen 
(cello), Patricia Tao (piano); Spm; 
free 


LEGISLATURE St. Paul Catholic 
School Choir 12-12:30pm; 
Blueberry Community Schoo! 
Choir 12:30-1pm; Concordia 
Community Chorus 7-8pm; 
Cosmopolitan Music Society 8- 
9pm 

WINSPEAR CENTRE Music of 
Christmas: Greenwood Singers, U 
of A Faculty of Education 
Handbell Ringers, Greenwood 
Chamber Orchestra; 8pm; $20- 
$33 (adult)/$18-$31 
(student/senior) at the Winspear 
Centre box office 


DJS 


BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild 
Mondays: Service Industry Night; 
‘no minors; 9pm-2am. 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE D} 
Pennytentiary 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB Ashley 
Love and D] Alvaro 


8152 


CASINO (EDMONTON) 7055 
Argyll Rd, 463-9467 


‘CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) 
12464-153 St, 463-9467 


(CASTLEROCK PUB 507 
St-Albert Tr, 458-8766 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 
2021 Millbourne Rd, West, 462- 


BACKDRAUGHT PUB 8307-99 6565 


St, 430-9200 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 


10324A-82 Ave, upstairs, 436- 
4418 re 


12536-137 Ave, 457-5483 


9456 


BERNARD SNELL 
AUDITORIUM FOYER Walter 
Mackenzie Health Sciences 


Center, 112 St entrance, 492- 
8109 


SILLY BOB'S LOUNGE 


Continental Inn, 16625 Stony 
Plain Rd, 484-7751 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
10425-82 Ave, 439-1082 


St Albert, 418-6332 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624.76 
Ave, 989-2861 


Jasper Ave, 
NB8-6636 


CALIENTE 10815 Jasper 
425-0850 al eg 


SARGO AND JAMES TEA 
SHOPPE 10634-82 Ave, 433- 


BACKSTAGE TAP AND GRILL 


BAR WILD 10552 82 Ave, 951- 


BUND PIG 32 St. Anne Street, 


CITY HALL Sir Winston Square 


CONVOCATION HALL U of A 
Campus, 420-1757 


DANTE'S BISTRO 17328 Stony 
Plain Rd, 486-4448 


DECADANCE 10018-105 St, 
990-1792 


DRUID (JASPER AVE) 11606 
Jasper Ave, 454-9928 


DUSTER’S PUB 6402-118 Ave, 
474-5554 


ESCAPE WEM, Upper level, 444- 


2335 


ESMERALDA’S 11530 Kingsway 


Ave, 453-7320 € 


FESTIVAL PLACE 100 Festival 
Way, Sherwood Park, 449-3378 


FILTHY McNASTY’S 10511-82 
‘Ave, 432-5224 


FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
10131-109 St 


FOUR ROOMS Edmonton 
Centre, 102 Ave, 426-4767 


GAS PUMP 10166-114 St, 488- 
4841 


GRINDER 10957-124 St, 453- 
1709 


GUILTY MARTINI 10338-81 
‘Ave, 433-7183 


BOOTS 10242-106 St, 423-5014 
BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB 11725B 


FILTHY McNASTY'S MeL 
Mondays: with D] SW.AG. 
WUNDERBAR Rod Torklesons 


Armada: Rock and Roll with: 
Herman Menderchuck 


BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL 
Open stage with Mark Ammar 


stage with Chris Wynters and 
quest 


HONEST MUR’S BAR AND 


Retro Rockets Band; 9pm 


Twisted Jazz Standards; 7:30- 
10:30pm 


by Gary Thomas 


O'BYRNE’S Celtic night with 
Shannon johnson and friends; 
9:30pm. 


Building; 8pm; $7 (door) 


City; 9pm; Salsa dance lessons 
8pm; $5 (door) 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) Open 


GRILL Jam session hosted by the 


JULIAN'S PIANO BAR Graham's 


LEGENDS PUB Open jam hosted 


SIDETRACK CAFE Roger, Team 


URBAN LOUNGE Salsa and the 


| YARDBIRD SUITE Tuesday jam 


— - 
CALIENTE Bashment Tuesdays: 
| Reggae open mic with Elite 
Regane Sounds, Bomb Squad, 
@.8., Chrome Nine, Southside 
Sound; no minors; 11pm; no 
cover 


ESMERALDA’'S Top 40, country, 
R&B with D} Foreplay, O} Jimmy 


FILTHY McNASTY’S Twisted 
Trivia with D] Whit-Ford 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Bingo with 


| NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 


metal quests 


THE ROOST Flamingo Bingo: 
with D} Janny; B-midnight; $1 
(member)/$4 (non-member) 


SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Tapa Tuesday: popular 
house beats with D] Kevin Wong 


URBAN LOUNGE Salsa and the 
City; 9pm; Salsa dance lessons 
8pm; $5 (door) 


dance punk, funk with DJ 
Cadence Weapon; no minors, 
9pm (door); $2 


WUNDERBAR Tuesday Night 


Dj Dildozer and MC Fistinyourface 


Dominion with D] Scott and goth- 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Youth 
Beat: hip hop, electro, indie rock, 


Shakedown; Featuring Hug Patrol 


WED 


| Bidwhisk 


WILD WEST SALOON Colleen 
| Rae 
| WINSPEAR CENTRE Christmas 


With Heather, Cookie, Raylene 
Rankin 


| _ CLASSICAL 
—SSSS ES 


| LEGISLATURE Mcleod Schoo! 
Choir 12-12:30pm; Mother 
Teresa School Choir 12-30-1pm; 
Kensington Shepherd's Care 

| Choir 7-8pm; Ariose Women’s 
Choir &-9pm 


. DJS 


| 

| BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Glitter 
| Gulch: with D} Buster Friendly: no 
| cover 

BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB Gute 
Gone Wild Midnite: with D] Eddy 


Toonflash, Mia Fellow, Ashley 
Love, Yohko Oh-no, quests 


ESCAPE Wild on Wednesday 


},J.'5 PUB Subculture Night: psy- 
i} chobilly, rockabilly, punk with DJ 
Kustom 


LEGENDS PUB Hip hop/R&B 
with Dj Spincycle 


RED STAR Funk ‘n’ Soul: funk, 
disco, soul with Junior Brown. 


THE ROOST Amateur Strip 
Weena Luy, Sticky Vicky with D] 
Alvaro; $1 (member)/$4 (non- 
member) 


CEILI'S 10338-109 St, 426-5555 


session: Charlie Austin; 8pm 
| (door), 9pm (show); $3 


| _ CLASSICAL 
Sas 


LEGISLATURE McCauley School 
Choir 12-12:30pm; Grandin 
School Choir 12:30-1pm; 
Northgate choralaires 7-8pm; 
Chorale du Campus St. Jean 8- 
9pm 


RIVER WEST CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH Lynne Singers; 8pm; 
$10 (ady) at TIX on the Square, 
The Gramophone/$15 (door) 


ROBERTSON-WESLEY UNITED 
CHURCH O Christmas Three: Jan 
Tonin, Melanie Cherniwchan 
(soprano), Julie Golosky (alto), 
Tammy-Jo Mortensen (piano); 
12:;10-12:50; $5 (donation) 


DJS 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Viva: 
with D] Sean 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB Malebox, 
| DJ Arrawchaser 


HALO 10538 [asper Ave, 423- 
HALO 


HAVANA CLUB 10220-103 ST, 
423-7707 


HONEST MUR’S BAR AND 
GRILL 8936-82 Ave, 463-6397 


HORIZON STAGE 1001 Calahoo 
Rd, Spruce Grove, 962-8995 


IRON HORSE 8101 Gateway 
Blvd, 438-1907 


JJ'S PUB 13160-118 Ave, 489- 
7A62 


JAMMERS PUB 11948-127 Ave, 
451-8779 


"S$ CAFE AND WINE 
BAR 9640-142 St, 451-8890 


JEKYLL AND HYDE PUB 
10610-100 Ave, 426-5381 


J AND R BAR 4003-106 St, 436- 
4403 


JULIAN’S PIANO BAR Chateau 
Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway 
Ave, 732-4583 


KAS BAR 10444-82 Ave, 433- 
6768 


LB.’S PUB 23 Akins Dr, St 
Albert, 460-9100 


LEGENDS PUB 6104-172 St, 
481-2786 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE 11607 Jasper 
Ave, 2nd Fi, 447-4495 


McDOUGALL UNITED 
CHURCH 10025-101 St, 465- 
8603 


MCQUEEN HALL 10825 
McQueen Rd, 455-3406 


METRO CLUB AND BILLIARDS 
10250-106 St, 990-0704 


MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE 
8900-114 St, 451-8000 


NEST NAIT, 11762-106 St, Ani- 
7603 


NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave, 
490-1999 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Open mic with Duff Robison; 
8pm 

JULIAN’S PIANO BAR Dennis 
Plays Favourites; 7:30-10:30pm 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open Mic 
(METRO CLUB AND BILLIARDS 


The Metro World Beat Band with 
Enrique 


MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE 
Joey Guila, quests; 7pm (door), 
7:45pm (show); $27 


| 
| O'BYRNE’S Chris Wynters and 
| friends; 9:30pm 


| PLEASANTVIEW HALL Northern 
| Bluegrass Circle Music Society 
bluegrass jam; 7:30pm 


RED’S Harlequin, Monkeys Uncle; 
7pm; $18.95 (adv) 


ROSSDALE COMMUNITY HALL 
Little Flower open stage hosted by 
Brian Gregg; 8pm 


URBAN LOUNGE 14-Sixgun 


10081 jasper Ave, 413-4578 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 10081 
Jasper Ave, downstairs, 413-4578 


NEW YORK BAGEL CAFE £430 
Gateway Blvd, 432-2003 


O'BYRNE'S 10616-82 Ave, 414- 
6766 


ONE ON WHYTE 10544-82 Ave, 
437-7699 


OSCARS PUB 221 Chippewa 
Rd. Sherwood Park, 467-0052 


OVERTIME BOILER AND 
TAPROOM South Whitemud 
Crossing, 106 St, 485-1717 


PLEASANTVIEW HALL 10860- 
S2 Ave 


POWER PLANT U of A Campus 
492-3101 


PRINCE CHARLES HALL 
12033-125 St 


RED’S WEM Phase Ill, 481-6420 


RED STAR 10534 Jasper Ave, 
428-0825 


RED STRAP MARKET 10305-97 
St, 497-2211 


RENDEZVOUS 10108-149 St. 
444-1822 


RIVER WEST CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH 19815-45 Ave, 489- 
3605 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St 426 
3150 


ROSEBOWL 10111-1717 St, 482 
2589 


ROSSDALE HALL 10135-96 
Ave, 429-3624 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 
THEATRE 12845-102 Ave, 420- 
1757 


RUM JUNGLE Phase 2, upper 
level, WEM, 486-9494 


ANDREW'S UNITED 
CHURCH 9915-148 St, 482- 
76AD 


SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 


SIDETRACK CAFE Roc Raida (of 
the X-ecutioners), Bukue One, Zac 
Hendrix (D] for de la funky 
homosapien), D] Weez-£l; 8pm; 
$15 (adv)/$20 (door) 


STANDARD Wednesday Gone 
Wild Feat: with Dj Nestor Delano 


STARLITE ROOM Lushious 
Wednesdays: retro altemative 
dance with DJ Jason; no minors; 
9pm (doar); $4 


* VELVET UNDERGROUND Panic 
Wednesdays: 21st Century Electro 
Disco Rock Mashup with Dj David 
Stone; no minors; 9pm (door); $4 


WUNDERBAR Psycho Nite: with 
Djs Seizures, Jony Bologna, Take it 
to the Hill Rahil 


LOUNGE Whyte Ave, 437- 
0231/710-1625 


SAVOY 10401-82 Ave, 438- 
0373 


SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE 
9797 jasper Ave 


SIDETRACK CAFE 10333-112 
St, 421-1326 


SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND 
ROLLER DISCO 13710-104 St, 
472-6336 


STANDARD 6107-104 St, 438- 
2582 


STARLITE ROOM 10030-102 St, 
428-1099 


STOLLI'S 2nd floor, 10368 
Whyte Ave, 437-2293 


STONEHOUSE PUB 11012 
jasper Ave, 420-0448 


TAPHOUSE 9020 McKenny Ave, 
St. Albert, 458-0860 


TICKETMASTER 451-8000 


TIX ON THE SQUARE 
Interpretive Centre, Churchill Sq, 
9930-102 Ave, 420-1757 


TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
10018-105 St 


URBAN LOUNGE 8111-105 St 
439-3388 


VELVET UNDERGROUND 
10030-102 St (downstairs), 425- 
1099 


WILD WEST SALOON 12912 
50 St, 476-3288 


WINSPEAR CENTRE 9720-102 
Ave, 451-8000 


WUNDERBAR 5120-101 St, 
436-2285 


¥ AFTERHOURS 10028 102 St 


YARDBIRD SUITE 10203-86 
Ave, 432-0428 


ZENARI'S ON 15T 10180-107 
St, 423-5409 
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amous battle DJ and 
ecutioner 

andmaster Roc Raida 
sts his sights on the 
detrack stage 


; DAVID BERRY 


iJ, like few other musicians, have to under- 
stand the intricacies of sound at a truly 
higher level. They have to mix complex 
it structures and time signatures in a way 
t's not only coherent, but downright 
joyable. It’s a task that takes a highly 
ined ear and years of practice to master. 
d it's probably this nearly unparalleled 
ic technique that makes Roc Raida’s 


wering machine message 
ind so good. 
ee, Raida, in a move 
it lesser turntablists could 
lly dream of, has cleverly mixed George 
anza’s answering-machine rendition of 
plieve it or Not”—you know, “Believe it or 
it / George isn’t at home / please leave a 
Ssage / at the beep’—with his own voice, 
create a personalized version of the epony- 
s Seinfeld moment. It’s an achievement 
it ranks somewhere up there with his best- 
ling albums, world-renowned battle DJ sta- 
and his title of Grandmaster. 
I'm a Seinfeld—well, to say fan is an under- 
lement,” says Raida with a sheepish laugh 
er the phone from his New York home. “I've 
much seen every episode at least twice. 
just always liked it; from the moment it 
He on, I just always got it. Even when no 
liked the show, | always loved it.” 
Of course, his taste for half-hour bits of 
casm doesn’t stop with Jerry and friends; 
Ja has also come to appreciate some of the 
st Offerings from across the Atlantic. 
*\'m really into The Office—not the Ameri- 
one, the British one,” he points out, 
ugh he also notes that none of the other 
nbers of his world-renowned DJ troupe 
X-ecutioners seems to share his taste in 
iedy. “That's one of the funniest shows— 
showed it to the whole group, and 
ody got it. They were just sort of like, ‘I 
snow about that.’ I love it, though; the 
@ speeches and everything—hilarious.” 


an't stop the Roc 


Raida has certainly always been a little bit 
different, though. Never one to shy away 
from the odd or eclectic, he and his crew have 
taken part in some fairly amazing collabora- 
tions over the years, from working with jazz 
legend Herbie Hancock to providing backing 
scratching for rockers Linkin Park to playing a 
gig with the London Symphony Orchestra in 
the famous Barbican concert hall last Novem- 
ber. As Raida explains, a diverse taste in music 
is something that comes hand-in-hand with 
DJing—and hip hop, for that matter. 

“If you look at hip hop, it comes from a 
bunch of different types of music: rock, hip- 
hop, jazz, soul,” he says pensively. “And when 
you listen to as many records as 1 do, it really 
gets you open for all different types of music.” 


OF LATE, HIS ATTENTIONS HAVE TURNED to 
rock, as he recently released a hip-hop/rock 
mash-up called Rock Phe- 
nomenon with fellow 
turntabler DJ Vlad, featur- 
ing appearances from the 
likes of Talib Kweli and B Real. Raida is excited 
about the project, and is pretty keen on doing 
something more with rock in the future. 

And while Raida is happy to be moving 
towards more of a producing role, he also 
regrets the fact that his success has taken him 
away from where he made his name in the 
first place: the battle scene. Raida is one of the 
world’s most talented battle DJs, bringing 
home the DMC world crown in 1995, and 
becoming one of remarkably few modern DJs 
to grab the title of Grandmaster two years 
later. Unfortunately, since then his commit- 
ments to both the group and his own projects 
have kept him away, and he certainly misses 
the thrill of the competition. 

“Hell no, I don’t have time for that,” he 
says with a noticeable tinge of regret. “I wish I 
could, but with all the stuff—it’s just impossi- 
ble to be a producer and to be a battle Dj at 
the same time. | really miss the tactics of it. 
Like, this is the guy 1 have to battle, I’ve gotta 
see him in battle, see what he does, study 
him, and all that. I don’t really have to do 
that when I’m alone.” 

He can make one hell of an answering 
machine message, though. © 


ROC RAIDA 


With Bukue One, Zac Hendrix and Dj Weez-El « 
Sidetrack Café « Wed, Dec 14 (8 pm) 
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FOR THE COWPOKE WHO LIKES 
HIS COUNTRY-STEEPED WHISKEY 
REEKING OF CIGARETTES 


Kathleen Edwards, Back To Me 
(MapleMusic) 

On the follow-up to her critically 
acclaimed debut, Failer, husky-voiced 
Canuck Kathleen Edwards reminds us 
that she’s going to be the next Tom 
Petty. “In State” and “Back To Me” 
should be hits on the radio, and “Old 
Time Sake” is the saddest song you've 
never heard. If she keeps it up, maybe 
in a couple of decades we'll bust out 
the comparisons to Neil Young. 


Magnolia Electric Co., What Comes 
After The Blues (Secretly Canadian) 
The indie-country dudes’ latest disc is 
a dressed-up version of their earlier, 
more acoustic efforts. Jason Molina’s 
vocals are the highlight and every 
song is perfect either for drinking 
alone in a skanky bar or doing that 
head-bopping, foot-stomping dance 
on the dancefloor. 


Ryan Adams and the Cardinals, 
Jacksonville City Nights (Lost Highway) 
This is straightforward country music, 
the kind that used to be everywhere 
before Nashville pussied up its sound 
and cowboy hats became regular fash- 
ion accessories for teenage girls. Ryan 
Adams sounds like he just woke up on 
the floor of a bar, picked up a guitar and 
wrote some of the best, most hardcore 
country tunes we've heard in decades. 


Neil Young, Prairie Wind (Reprise) 
Neil Young is one of the few Canadian 
singer-songwriters who's not dead yet, 


SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 7 


Arts & Crafts recarding artists 


STARS. 


w/ special guests TBA 


All Ages and Licensed. Doors @ 7:00 pm. 
i 2nd floor, Students’ DIE do, U of A campus 
ble at Ticketmaster, OBR info desks, Blackbyrd 
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: hihi d 
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but is still recognized as a legend. On 
this disc his voice still sounds the 
same, but when it’s paired with a 
background of horns, strings, and 
even a gospel choir, he’s never sound- 
ed more haunting, yet so alive. — 
TYSON KABAN 


FOR YOUR SULLEN, UNJUSTIFIABLY 
ANGRY, SOMEWHAT RIDICULOUSLY- 
DRESSED TEENAGED SON 


Thrice, Vheissu (Universal) 

For months now, Thrice’s fans have 
been hunkered down in wherever it is 
that Thrice fans congregate (I’m guess- 
ing indecline.net), discussing in hushed 
tones just how earnest, how vital, how 
positively emotive the band’s highly 


anticipated fall studio release will be. 
Apparently it’s all that and more—at 
least, according to Indecline. 


Fall Out Boy, From Under the Cork 
Tree (Universal) 

The first song on this album is titled, | 
kid you not, “Our Lawyer Made Us 
Change The Name Of This Song So 
We Wouldn’t Get Sued.” At last: after 
years of cloying earnestness and on- 
stage crying, emo has finally become 
self-parodying—or, well, intentionally 
self-parodying, anyway. 


Blink-182, Greatest Hits (Universal) 
None of them will admit this, but every 
18-year-old hardcore kid was once a 
14-year-old Blink-182 fanatic. Remind 
him of his carefree, pop-punk-tastic 
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youth, when a vaguely homoerotic: ; tig 
of freshly-scrubbed suburban whit. 
guys singing about masturbation \,,. 
as hardcore as it got. 1 


Various Artists, Taste for Chrisim,, 
(EMI) 

For anyone who's ever Wondered \,, 
the Black Halos, My American Hea, 
and the Used’s Bert McCracken wo, f 
sound like singing “First Noel,” “yy. 
Three Kings” and the John Lennoy, 
classic, “Happy Christmas (War js 
Over),” well, here’s your chance to 
find out. —Ross Moroz 


FOR YOUR SENSITIVE 
EX-BOYFRIEND TO CRY TO Wiiii; 
HE THINKS ABOUT HOW BEAUTi:y) 
YOU WERE AND HOW MUCH |i: 
CAN'T LIVE WITHOUT You 


Sufjan Stevens, Illinois (Sonic Unyoy 
Already getting some “best of the ye 
accolades, the second in what's sup 
posed to be a 50-record cycle on the 
American states is one of the most 
mature, layered albums to come out jp 
some time. Orchestral, understated, ang 
precious enough to break a kitten 
heart, it'll remind him that there are 
other beautiful things worth crying oy 


Antony & the Johnsons, | Am 4 gi 
Now (Sonic Unyon) 

The most otherworldly cabaret singer 
since Nina Simone, Antony's voice 
could power New York City on pure 
emotion. He’s also got a wonderful 
knack for soothing piano lines and off 
kilter lyrics. Perfect for nights staring 
out the window in quiet self-reflection 
While crying, of course. 


MONDAY, DECEMBER via 


UASU, YUE Werkly and CKUA Pres seh 
a Special Christmas Show with 
Maple Music Recording Artist 


| ni J ! a br Recording a Tape the FOR YOUR METAL-LOVING SMALL- 
‘olour of Light (Rough Trade) TOWN COUSIN WHO COULD US! VE VE T 
Continued from previous page an instrumental offshoot of the Arcade 20 CC'S OF GOOD TASTE, STAT F \ L UNDERGROUND 
; Fire, Bell Orchestre trades in some of “4 1 0030. 1 02 ST 
4 Bunyan, Lookaftering (Fat Cat) _ the bravado for quiet reflection Early Man, Closing In (Matador) info: 428.STAR 


the title is precious. Asophomore _ through the use of a horn section. Blasting out 40 head-pounding min- 
3 Atmospheric but catchy and expansive _utes of relentlessly galloping riff-rock 
» belongs to the same type of : while still restrained, he won’t be able and strained arena-filling wails, this 
d, speculative tradition as wimp- _ to weep at the melancholy lyrics, but sophomore release from the guitar-dri- 
4 legend Nick Drake, though she the swirling sound should put a lump ven two-piece from Columbus, Ohio 
slipped into a quiet maturity and in his throat nonetheless. —Davio Berry © makes Black Sabbath sound like a box 
re decidedly ethereal tones than $$ FRI DEC STH 
n her (former) contemporaries. SEE NEXT PAGE in the Starlite Room » 18+ 
in the Velvet Underground «18+ 


A Tribute to DIMEBAG DARRELL 


featurin 
THIRD TIME HARM, SITTIN IDOL 
and THE ORDER OF CHAOS 
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ALL AGES 


DOORS AT 6PM 
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A Night of Stand Up Comedy 
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BRAD GARRE 


plus never before seen outtakes from 
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FOR THE WEEK ENDING DEC 8, 2005 
4. Hany Manx - Mantras For Madmen (dog my cat) 
2. Sarah Harmer- I'm A Mountain (cold snap) 
3. Bruce Cockbum - Speechiess (true north) 
4. Corb Lund-Hair in my eyes like a Highland Steer (stony plain) 
5, Wilco - Kicking Television (nonesuch) 
6. Paul Kelly — Foggy Highway (true north) 
7. Karla Anderson-The Embassy Sessions (indelible) 
8. Metric - Live It Out (last gang) 
9. Broken Social Scene - Broken Social Scene (arts&crafts) 
10. Bonnie ‘Prince’ Billy - Summer In The Southeast (sea note) 
11. Colin James - Limelight (maple) 
12. Faunts - High Expectations/Low Results (friendly fire) 
13. Twin Fangs - Street Sweeper (rectangle) 
14. System Of A Down - Hypnotize (american) 
15. Calexico/iron & Wine - In The Reins (overcoat) 
16. Death From Above 1979 - Romance Bloody Romance 
Remixes & B-Sides (last gang) 
17. The New Pomographers-Twin Cinema (mint) 
18. Kate Bush - Aerial (emi) 
19. Sufjan Stevens - Illinoise (asthmatic kitty) 
20. Marah - If You Didn’t Laugh, You'd Cry (yep roc) 
21. Broken Nose - Goodbye Prudence (bn) 
22. Danger Doom ~The Mouse & The Mask (epitaph) 
23. Propagandhi — Potemkin City Limits (97) 
24. Wolf Parade — Apologies To The Queen Mary (sub pop 
25. Ann Vriend - Modes Of Transport (av) 
26. The Arcade Fire - Funeral (merge) 
27. The Detroit Cobras - Baby (bloodshot) 
28. Neil Young - Prarie Wind (wamer) 
29. Luke Doucet - Broken (and other rogue states) (six shooter) 
30. Rodney Crowell-The Outsider (columbia) 


MARAK 


IF YOU DIDN'T LAUGH, YOU'D CRY 


On Marah's 5th album the group 
tones it down a little on the production, 


offering a dirtier more gritty rock n’ roll sound the 


bands early work spilled over with. "If You Didn't 


Laugh, You'd Cry" is a monster of an album that will 
liquefy your toe jam and put swear words in front of 


your face. 


10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 
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full of napping kittens. Well, not really, 
but mention “Sabbath” when you 
hand this disc over and then sit back 
and watch that warm spot in the front 
of his Wranglers spread. 


Lightning Bolt, Hypermagic Mountain 
(Load) 

At some point over the past few years, 
crazy noise-rock bands apparently 
managed to find a way to break into 
the mainstream, and Lightning Bolt is 
by far the craziest and noisiest among 
them. It’s definitely not for everyone, 
but this pulsating, cacophonic wad of 
screeching guitars, chugging bass and 
fevered murmuring will either totally 
blow his mind or make him throw his 
stereo off a bridge. Either way, you 
both get a story out of it. 


The Gorgeous, Great Lakes (Distort) 
If your cousin has screamed “Fuckin’ 
SLAYERII” on at least one occasion in 
his or her life, this is the album for 
them. Full of Seasons in the Abyss-wor- 
thy hooks and good old-fashioned ill- 
defined angst, The Gorgeous know 
how to make you crinkle your nose in 
an involuntary rock sneer and keep it 
there. Sure, they’re from Montreal— 
the wuss-rock capital of the world— 
but they were probably the ones 
shoving the Arcade Fire in their lockers 
in the hallway at lunch. 


Converge, You Fail Me (Epitaph) 
Some hardcore bands just rock, while 
others sound like they’d leap out of 
the speakers and snap the necks of 
everyone you cared about without a 
second thought if you gave them even 
half a chance. Guess which kind of 
band this Boston punk-metal quartet 
is. —Curis BOUTET 


FOR YOUR AUNT 

WHO RECENTLY PURCHASED A 
SNAZZY NEW HOLIDAY OUTFIT 
FOR HER PET POODLE 


Cyndi Lauper, The Body Acoustic 
(Sony) 

Sarah McLachlan and Puffy Ami Yumi, 
among countless others, guest on the 
always unusual Cyndi Lauper’s acoustic 
collection of some of her most notable 
songs. The Japanese duo add adorable 
background vocals on “Girls Just 
Wanna Have Fun,” but tell your aunt to 
skip over Lauper’s stripped-down, 
organ-infused version of “She Bop”— 
the masturbatory anthem has never 
sounded so dirty. 


Bette Midler, Sings The Peggy Lee 
Songbook (Sony) 

Gay, gay, gay: That's all there is to say 
about Bette Midler’s latest album, 
which, coincidentally, makes it the per- 
fect gift for an older gay gentleman- 
friend, or an aunt who wears press-on 
nails. The Divine Miss M sings some of 
Peggy Lee’s most well-known tunes like 
“Fever” and “Big Spender” with those 
huge pipes of hers, backed by a colour- 
ful swing band. 


Liz Phair, Somebody’s Miracle (Capitol) 
Honestly, Liz Phair's latest record isn’t 
as horrible as everyone thinks it is. She 
doesn’t sound like Avril or Ashlee or 


even Sheryl; she still sounds like Liz. It’s 


best be described as punk disco, Most 


ower-pop at its best, filled with ad 
tive hooks, catchy guitar riffs and sac- 
charine lyrics. So what if you're 
middle-aged aunt will like. it? You'll 
always have Exile In Guyville. 


Aimee Mann, The Forgotten Arm 
(Superego) 

Despite being a concept album, it’s 
Mann's most accessible disc yet. The 
12-song story of an addicted boxer and 
the woman who can’t help but love 
him sounds like it came straight out of 
the ‘70s. It’s proper grown-up music 


from the woman who brought us the 
magnificent Magnolia. —TysON KABAN 


FOR YOUR COKE-SNORTING, 
VODKA-RED BULL SWILLING, 
CLUB-HOPPING ROOMMATE 


Death From Above 1979, Romance 
Bloody Romance (Vice) 

If Death From Above 1979 are a disco 
punk band, then this album of remix- 
es of tracks from their 2004 breakout 
You're a Woman, I’m a Machine could 


PUTTER 


early Daft Punk and Thriller—in a 
good way. 


Bloc Party, Silent Alarm Remixed (vj, 
And where did Death from Above } 97, 
get this brilliant idea? Well, from Blo, 
Party, of course, whose Silent Alarm 

Remixed replaces the original album’; 
occasionally annoying earnestness wit 
hip-shaking, amphetamine-fuelled, 

irony-laden processed beats and pop 
hooks. Finally, after years of Oasis beiy, 
the U.K.’s Nickelback, Brit-pop is, again 
too faggy for Americans. Awesome. 


Felix da Housecat, Playboy: The \jq), 
sion (Koch) 

“Do Me What | Do” is the only actua| 
Felix da Housecat track on this mix cp 
that features a continuous mix of pro- 
gressive house from the likes of Armand 
Van Helden, DJ Sneak, and Johnny Fias- 
co, but fans of da Housecat appreciate 
his mixes almost as much as his origi- 
nals. And, hey, it’s not like you're going, 
to be able to tell the difference when 
you're coked out at 4 a.m. in Ibiza, 


Prodigy, 1990-2005: Their Law Single 
(Select) Remember “electronica?” Back 
when rock was declared dead in the 
late ‘90s, the Prodigy were at the fore. 
front of this strange new phenomenon 
that was supposedly compelling us all 

to trade in our guitars for samplers and 
start doing copious amounts of E. Sure, 
the Strokes arrived soon enough, but 
still, “Firestarter” kind of rocks, in its 

own way. —Ross Moroz 


FOR YOUR LITTLE BROTHER TO 
PUMP WHILE CRUISIN’ IN HIS 
NINE-FOUR 


Kanye West, Late Registration (Uni 
versal) 

Kanye West is so earth-shatteringly 
popular right now, he could sample Tr: 
umph of the Will with almost no conse; 
quences. His latest is full of all-star 
guests and the most interesting pro- 
duction to hit mainstream radio in 12 
years. You can’t really call yourself a 
rap fan if you haven’t heard it. 


Blackalicious, The Craft (Anti) 

Back after a two-year hiatus of sorts, 
the Oakland duo hasn't lost their knack 
for combining old-school style with 
modern flair. Hyper-clever MC Gift of 
Gab is backed by some of the slickest 
production Chief Xcel has ever laid 
down, and the result is one of the 
tightest, most exuberant rap discs out 
this year. 


Talib Kweli, Right About Now (Koch) 
Only a year after The Beautiful Struggle 
pushed him ever closer to the main- 
stream, Kweli is back with his mix of 
rapid-fire, thought-provoking rhymes 
and unstoppably grooveable beats. By 
all accounts better than Struggle, it’s 
something of a return to the form of , 
his Blackstar days. 


Outkast, /dlewild (La Face) 
Remember how Speakerboxxx/The | 
Below was, like, the biggest album '" 
the world a little while ago? Outkast § 
back, in full duo mode again, and 
dropping an album on December 13. 
You can’t be too sure exactly how it 
will sound with these two, but it will 
definitely be fantastic. —Davio BER’ 


ove 


SEE PAGE 4 


DECEMBER 8-14, 2005 


my Faeied Three Cheers For Sweet Revenge 
| featuring. I'm Not Okay, Helena 


“y | and The Ghost Of You 
fs Own it today! 


x Asie! @ 2 
mychemicalromance.com makepovertyhistory.ca 


Pr rove i ft Be, | if 
wotvoes BAT COUNTRY ps 
AVAILABLE NOW = Til 


i Vis IN 


é i 
: 4% 


WuEWEEKtY QP DECEMBER 8-14, 2005 


Leal {2 DVDs 


'U04 Reu 


2 DYDs 


MWosi€ 
| FEsTivAl 


as To 


ten 
es 
. 
i : 
4 
a. © 
< < Z 
4 
a 


VUEWEEKLY 2 DECEMBER 8-14, 2005 


Continued from page 40. 


roR YOUR BUSY BOSS WHO 
DOESN’T HAVE TIME TO LISTEN TO 
ANYTHING BUT THE HITS 


Eminem, Curtain Call: The Hits (After- 
math) 

The title of Eminem’s greatest hits col- 
lection isn’t doing anything to quash 
the rumours of his impending retire- 
ment. He’s a pioneer when it comes to 
blending samples of pop with rap, and 
the disc includes the infamous duet of 
“Stan” he performed live with Elton 
john. Get it before he’s gone. 


Alanis Morrisette, The Collection 
(Maverick) 

if you want Alanis Morrisette’s greatest 
hits, buy Jagged Little Pill. lf you want a 
collection of her own personal 
favourite tunes, buy this disc. It’s light 
on tracks from Pill and heavy on tunes 
her last three albums, but it’s an hon- 
est representation of the Canuck’s 


transformation from angry little girl to 
enlightened intellectual. 


Johnny Cash, The Legend of Johnny 
Cash (Hip-O Records) 

This year’s been all about Johnny Cash, 
and this album is a great retrospective 
of the musical legacy he left behind. 
Everything's here, from his earliest 
tracks (the rockabilly “Hey Porter”) to 
his more recent (the heartbreaking 
cover of Nine Inch Nails’ “Hurt’). 
Would go great with a pair of tickets to 
Walk The Line. 


Reba McEntire, Reba #1’s (MCA 
Nashville) 

You won't find “Fancy”—undeniably 
Reba’s greatest song—on this two- 
disc set, but you will find all 33 (!) of 
the country superstar’s legitimate 
number-one hits. She’s got a great 
voice, a Dolly-sized personality, 
sounds just as good now as she did 
30 years ago, and as my sister says, 
“she’s Reba and she’s unbelieve-eba!” 
—TYSON KABAN 


FOR YOUR FRIEND WHO WON'T 
SHUT UP ABOUT HOW TOTALLY 
AWESOME EDMONTON’S MUSIC 
SCENE IS 


The Vertical Struts, The Vertical 
Struts (Pop Echo) 

Loud, noisy, hormone-fuelled, sexually 
ambiguous two-piece garage rock that, 
despite this deceptively familiar sounding 
description, sounds nothing—\ repeat, 
nothing—lke the White Stripes. Promise. 


Whitey Houston, Whitey Houston 
(Rectangle) 

Loud, noisy, angry, minimalist, two- 
piece bass-and-drums stomp rock that, 
despite this deceptively familiar sound- 
ing description, sounds nothing—| 
repeat, nothing—like Death from 
Above 1979. Hmmm... there appears 
to be a pattern emerging here. 


All Purpose Voltage Heroes, 
Already Haunted (Rectangle/Reluctant) 
All Purpose Voltage Heroes use nearly- 
dead pawnshop keyboards to make 
foot-stomping, snarly rock ‘n’ roll. As 
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interesting as that sounds, however, 
the real reason for recommending this 
release is the glow-in-the-dark vinyl 
edition, which is honestly so cool that 
even non-turntable owners ought to 
pick up a copy. 


The Wolfnote, Sacred Bodies (Inde- 
pendent) 

Edmonton’s best “wolf” band returned 
this year with an album that is simulta- 
neously their most progressive and their 
most accessible to date. The screaming 
and macabre lyrics probably aren’t 
meant for a family Christmas, but, oh, 
what the hell—throw it on over dinner 
and get Grandma singing along with “! 
Wanna Be Your Matador.” She loves this 
shit, | swear. —Ross Moroz 


FOR THE GIRL WHO KNITS HER OWN 
SWEATERS AND CUTS YOUR HAIR 


Broken Social Scene, Broken Social 
Scene (Arts & Crafts) 

The catalysts of the Canadian indie 
scene, they return from 2002's mind- 
blowing You Forgot It In People with 
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another expansive, sonically packed 
mural of melodic indie rock. \t sort of 
sounds like you distilled the Canadian 
indie scene into the world’s most cre- 
ative and talented jam band. 


The Ladies and Gentleman, Small 
Sins (Boompa) 

Spiritual brethren to Ben Gibbard and 
Grandaddy, Thom D’Arcy’s one-man 
electro-pop acts mixes sleepy, breathy 
vocals with incredibly catchy dance 
beats. Wonderfully obsessed with little 
guilt and smaller moments, it’s sub- 
dued romance with guts and a knack 
for pop hooks. 


Wolf Parade, Apologies to the Queen 
Mary (Sub Pop) 

Crashing drums and melodic guitars 
and straining vocals and the occasional 
piano and a little distortion and concen- 
trated goddamn energy slam wildly into 
one another and create a surprisingly 
tight, polished rock album that’s proba- 
bly the best thing to come out of Mon- 
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treal this year. And that’s no small feat. 


Clap Your Hands Say Yeah, Clap 
Your Hands Say Yeah (Independent) 
Though hard to find, seeing as they 
didn’t have a distributor until about a 
month ago, the fact that Clap Your 
Hands Say Yeah sound like a more 
ecstatic Talking Heads makes them well 
worth tracking down. It’s sincere and 
dancy, in the pseudo-drug-induced, 
really-feeling-the-music-so-I-must-fran- 
tically-dance sort of way. —Davip Berry 


FOR YOUR SENSITIVE-POETRY- 
BLOGGING, OC-WATCHING, 
EMOTIONAL WRECK 

OF A DAUGHTER 


Various Artists, Music From the OC 
Mix 5 (Warner) 

Featuring previously-released and origi- 
nal tracks from The Subways, Stars, 
Kaiser Chiefs and Youth Group, this 
fifth disc of music featured in the back- 
ground of the curiously popular TV 
series is a top-notch smorgasbord of 
sensitive treatises on the tribulations of 
a being a teenager in love, except sung 
by fully grown adults. Kind of like the 
‘50s, actually, when you k about it. 


Imogen Heap, Speak For Yourself 
(Megaphonic) 

Provoking comparisons to such pop 
divas as Annie Lennox, Sarah McLach- 
lan and Bjork, this sophomore release 
by former Frou Frou collaborator Imo- 
gen Heap is packed with swoon-induc- 
ing ethereal heart-pop that will make 
your kid weep. And remember—that’s 
a good thing. 


Death Cab for Cutie, Plans (Atlantic) 
Remember how weirdly product-place- 
ment-esque it felt when Natalie Port- 
man totally namedropped The Shins in 
Garden State? Well, the OC has built 
entire episode plotlines around the 
music of this mopey Seattle quartet, 
and you really can’t do much better 
than this, their fifth full-length release. 
Hey, what says “Christmas” more than 
songs about how love is watching 
someone die? 


Peter Gallagher, 7 Days in Memphis 
(Sony) 

Really, there’s no way in a million years 
that your son or daughter is going to 
want this actor-cum-musician, easy-lis- 
tening vanity project by the man who 
plays “the dad” (a.k.a. Sandy Cohen) 
on the OC, but holy man will the look 
on their face ever be priceless when 
they unwrap this gem Christmas morn- 
ing. “What's the matter, honey?” you'll 
ask, trying not to burst into laughter. “I 
thought you /oved the OC!” Just make 
sure you've got a backup gift at the 


ready. —Curis Bouter 


FOR YOUR COOL OLDER BROTHER 
WHO LISTENS TO NEW VINYL AND 
BUYS YOU POT 


My Morning Jacket, Z (Ato Records) 
The Kentucky quartet's leader Jim 
James is at the centre of the album, 
howling like the grizzled, mustached 
troubadour he is. MM] used to be 
more country than rock, but Z blends 
both those genres together with results 
that will please even the indiest of 
indie music fans. 


The Concretes, Layyourbattleaxedown 
(Astralwerks) 

Everyone needs some good makeout 
music, and that’s what communal 
Swedish band the Concretes deliver. 
It’s ‘60s-infused pop, mostly mid- to 
low-tempo, and lead singer Victoria 
Bergsman’s childlike, husky vocals are 
dead sexy enough to set the mood 
every time. 


The White Stripes, Get Behind Me 
Satan (V2) 

This is the coolest White Stripes 
album. Almost every song is an exer- 
cise in a different genre (“My Door- 
bell,” totally pop; “Blue Orchid,” 
totally death-disco). It still sounds like 
the White Stripes, only this time Jack 
plays the piano in addition to his 
sonic-blasting guitar and, well, Meg is 
still on the drums. 


Wilco, Kicking Television: Live in Chica- 
go (Nonesuch) 

A double-disc recorded over four live 
shows in their hometown of Chicago, 
Wilco’s first official live album captures 
both the intensity of the band’s live 
show and Jeff Tweedy’s compelling 
vocals, as well as the cultish connec- 
tion the indie-rock gods have with 
their fans. 


FOR THE DAD WHO IS 
DESPERATELY SEEKING ANYTHING 
THAT CAN RECAPTURE THE THRILL 
OF HIS YOUTH 


Bruce Springsteen, Born to Run: 30th 
Anniversary Edition (Sony) 

The only thing better than a new 
album is an old album that’s been 
made to seem like a new album. The 
album that made Springsteen The Boss 
has been remastered and packaged 
with two DVDs, one of live material 
and one “making of.” In other words, 
enough material for at least two nights 
of after-work entertainment. 


The Band, A Musical History (Capitol) 
History doesn’t quite do this collection 
justice: five CDs, one DVD, and a 108- 
page hardcover book make up this 
tribute to the cleverest-named band in 
history. For the dad who is interested 
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in The Band but who doesn’t actually 
own anything by them; now he'll own 
everything. 

John Fogerty, The Long Road Home: 
The Ultimate John Fogerty/Creedence 
Collection (Fantasy) 

A comprehensive collection of his work 
with CCR (which everyone knows) and 
his solo stuff (which far fewer people 
know), this is a pretty solid introduc- 
tion to one of the most popular blues- 
rockers of the early ‘70s. From “Bad 
Moon Risin’” to “Keep on Chooglin’,” 
it’s probably illegal to have more John 
Fogerty in one place. 


Don McLean, Rearview Mirror (Hyena) 
Best-known for “American Pie,” Don 
McLean has actually written over 40 
gold- and platinum-selling records. 
Though he’s been covered by people 
from Elvis to Madonna, Mclean is 
singing his own songs for this retro- 
spective. And yes, there's the origi- 
nal version of “American Pie.” 
—Davip Berry 
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FOR THE YOUR GIRLFRIENDS 
BLEACH-BLONDE, SURGICALLY 
ENHANCED, OVERLY FLIRTY, 
THRICE-DIVORCED MOM 


Madonna, Confessions on a Dancefloor 
(Warner) 

Morality be damned: if your girlfriend’s 
mom looks half as good as the shock- 
ingly 47-year-old Madonna, my god, 
go for it. Also, if she can afford to pay 
millions of dollars for 16 bars of an 
Abba tune (as Madge did to enhance 
the album’s first single, “Hung Up”), 
well then, all the better. 


Black Eyed Peas, Monkey Business 
(Universal) 

Many moms were outraged by the 
overtly sexual nature of the Black Eyed 
Peas’ recent Grey Cup halftime show 
performance. Your girlfriend's mom, 
however, likely almost spilt her 
Smirnoff Ice dancing along in the living 
room. Let her relive a moment she 
probably can’t remember. 
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Donna Summer, Chronicles (Mercury) 
This just-released greatest-hits package 
from the queen of disco ought to take 
any aging crumpet back to those 
heady days of dancing at Flashbacks 
with lesser-known members of the 
1980 Edmonton Oilers. Think I'm jok- 
ing? Compare a picture of your girl- 
friend to a Dave Semenko hockey card. 


Pussy Cat Dolls, PCD (Universal) 
“Don’tcha wish your girlfriend was hot 
like me?” “Well, um, she kind of is, 
Mrs. Campbell.” “Don’tcha wish your 
girlfriend was a freak like me?” “Well, 
um, | guess sometimes, Mrs. Camp- 
bell.” “Don’tcha wish your girlfriend 
was raw like me?” “Uh, what does that 
even mean, exactly?” “Don‘tcha wish 
your girlfriend was fun like me?” “I, uh, 
am, you know, not really having fun, 
actually...” —Ross Moroz 


FOR THE MUSIC FAN WHO'D 
RATHER HEAR THEIR FAVOURITE 
SONGS THROUGH THEIR STRAINED 
TV SPEAKERS 


Bruce Springsteen, VH/ Storytellers 
(Columbia) 

This is an intimate acoustic performance 
from Springsteen, countering the out-of- 
control rock ‘n‘ roll of the other current 
release from the Boss, a 1975 gig from a 
youthful E-Street Band, included as part 
of the 30th anniversary release of Born 
to Run. These stripped-down solo per- 
formances are riveting, but the real 
gems are Springsteen’s cautious, intelli- 
gent, and frequently hilarious line-by- 
line dissections of his songs. 


AC/DC, Family Jewels (Sony) 

The first disc is all classic rock ‘n’ roll, 
digging deep for plenty of rarely-seen 
footage from original vocalist Bon 
Scott’s tenure with the band, and it’s 
worth the price of admission just for the 
early clip of Scott performing in drag. 
The second disc, covering the carica- 
ture-driven Brian Johnson-era is fun too, 


Moe Sees 


especially for the Fly on the Wall mini- 
saga, featuring an animated mosquito 
that is entertaining in its silliness 


No Direction Home: Bob Dylan (Para- 
mount) 

Martin Scorsese's portrait of Dylan covers 
the singer's life up until his very public 
transformation from folk to rock. The film is 
long and exhaustive, loaded with great per- 
formances and interviews, even though it 
still leaves out some major parts of Dylan’s 
life. That's a good thing, though, as Scors- 
ese’s direction remains focused throughout, 
staying with the topic at hand 


Frank Zappa, The Dub Room Special 
(Eagle Vision) 

Zappa put this bizarre show together 
back in 1982, and it’s a hypnotic trip 
through the man’s head. It feels a little 
bit like Monty Python’s Flying Circus 
mutated with the backstage antics of 
The Muppet Show. There's Zappa him- 
self playing tour guide through a televi- 
sion studio, claymation, and, of course, 
some excellent performances from 
both 1974 and 1981. —Epen Munro © 
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WILLIAM ELLIOTT WHITMORE 
ASHES TO DUST 
(SOUTHERN) 
—— SSS 
The liner notes of William Elliott Whit- 
more’s second album feature this 
quote from Samuel Beckett: “When 
you're up to your neck in shit, the only 
thing left to do is sing.” And Whitmore 
sings as though his life depended on 
it. He sings about flowing rivers, trou- 
bled souls, riding the rails, shoveling 
coal, paying his dues, homemade 
booze, and lifting his jug to the sky, all 
the while stomping his foot and pick- 
ing some mean-eyed acoustic slide 
guitar. And that’s all in one song. In 
others, he covers sour mash and wor- 
ried minds (“Gravel Road”), the road 
to hell and cold lowa dirt (“Diggin’ My 
Grave”), and life's fateful curtain and 
piles of bleached-white bones (‘The 
Buzzards Won't Cry”). Oh, and he 
sings about love too, but it’s usually 
tempered by the inevitability of death. 
Throughout the disc, Whitmore 
accompanies himself on guitar or 


banjo (and that stompin’ foot), occa- 
sionally joined by a friend playing 
some sparse drums or accordion, all 
the while convincingly delivering his 
lyrics in a gravel-tinged voice. The 
subjects may be familiar, but they 
seem like more than just well worn 
words to Whitmore, and he imbues 
the songs with a revelatory spirit. 
Here, life and death are parts of the 
same thing, connected by everything 
in between. And when the dying nar- 
rator of “Porchlight” asks “will you 
leave the porch light on for me,” it’s 
hard not to smile at the man’s 
courage in the face of his own demise. 


Hee te key) —EDEN Munro 


SHAKIRA 

ORAL FIXATION VOL, 2 

(EPIC) 
eS 
| once read something where Rick 
Rubin suggested that his skill as a pro- 
ducer is not technical, but rather in his 
ability to help musicians focus their 
recordings. But now along comes the 
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single “How Do You Do” off Shakira’s 
new album where Rubin holds an 
executive producer credit, and focus is 
not something that this song will be 
accused of having. There are a lot of 
parts here and not many of them fit 
together. There’s the monk-like chanti- 
ng in the beginning, the percussive 
acoustic guitar in the verse, the truly 
odd high-pitched disintegrating vocal 
in the chorus, more chanting... none 
of these parts are bad in themselves, 
but, crammed together like they are, 
well, it’s a mess. 

The good news is after that initial 
disaster the album gets a lot better. 
Granted, lyrics like “She practices Tai 
Chi / She'd never lose her nerve” and 
“What's the use / Of a 24-inch waist / 
If you don’t touch me” are pretty 
goofy, but at least Shakira didn’t hire a 
“professional” songwriter to come up 
with them for her. And the music is 
pretty tight once things get going. 
There's a decidedly rock vibe through- 
out, with the guitar taking a front seat, 
and Carlos Santana even shows up on 
“Illegal,” tossing out some wicked 
licks. All in all, Shakira’s probably not 
going to gain a ton of critical respect 
from this album, but she’s definitely 
headed towards someplace a little 
more interesting than most of the 
female pop singers out there. #9 
—EDEN MUNRO 


YOU SAY PARTY! WE SAY DIE! 
HIT THE FLOOR! 
(SOUND DOCUMENT) 


As packed with energy as it is with 
exclamation points, Hit the Floor!, the 


debut album from lower mainland B.c 
band You Say Party! We Say Die! is as 
fierce as one might anticipate. “Cold 
Hands! Hot Bodies!” ferociously stomps 
out its ass-shaking, synthy politics with 
loud, raw vocals accompanied by the 
welcome addition of clapping hands 
and a cheering audience to fill any void 
between breaths. The album plugs 
along this path of grammar destruction 
and dance-punk prowess, with songs 
like “You Did It!” and “Throw Away 
Your Pack of Lies” never deviating too 
far from the formula. 

The tempo changes only slightly 
with “Jazz Crabs,” a break from the 
grammatical sauciness with vocals that 
tread on grating, but that are edgy 
and appropriate at the same time, 
starting slow and smooth before it 
does the ol’ reach-around and grabs 
your attention with wicked-fast drums 
and stellar guitar and keyboard action 
Ultimately, this album may take more 
than one listen to fully appreciate, but 
it’s nonetheless an impressive and 
interesting release from an up-and 
coming west coast band. te tr — 
JASMINE POLITESKI 


THE MAGIC NUMBERS 

THE MAGIC NUMBERS 

(HEAVENLY) 
ae 
Behold: Cat Stevens has been resur- 
rected. Yeah, | know, the guy never 
died, but led by the similarly-voiced 
Romeo Stodart, London-based Magic 
Numbers are bringing Steven's brand 
of pop back to life. And hell, they 
brought Mama Cass, too. So what you 
get is a brother and a sister, and a sis- 
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ter and a brother playing some sweet 
jarmonies that back the notion that 
i's better to have loved and lost than 
never loved before. 
Anchored by two strong, bouncy 
singles, “Forever Lost” and “Love Me 
ike You,” it’s hard to describe this 
and with adjectives other than those 
ssociated with happiness: jubilant, 
eet, cuddly... they‘re all are appro- 
priate. Romeo sings of heartbreak, but 
he’s just so happy about it that it can 
be a little unnerving at times. Over and 
over he seems to be saying, “Listen, 
\m sorry that | dumped you for some- 
one else, but I’m just so damn happy 
ow, so how can you still be mad at 
e? | even wrote you this delicious 
onfection of a song. | understand 
you're upset, but just listen to the 
ong. Handclaps! Ba-ba-bas! Melodica! 
ou'll feel better afterwards, | swear. 
Really. See? | told you so. And hey— 
ood luck.” You almost get the impres- 
sion that Romeo likes dumping girls 
just because he knows that there’s 
another song to be had at the end. 
There’s only one problem with this: 
onotony. It’s bouncy, it’s fun, it’s 
sweet, but by about the seventh track, 
you'll feel like you’ve eaten too many 
andies. dee kd —GRAHAM JOHNSON 


BOARDS OF CANADA 
THE CAMPFIRE HEADPHASE 
ARP) 


Background music” is a term often 
sed to describe an album that is not 
orthy of your attention, one that 
erely creates sounds that fill in the 
aps so uncomfortable pauses in con- 


haiku QUICK SPINS@ 


Delia Gonzalez & Gavin Russom 
The Days Of Mars (DFA) 

Like Wendy Carlos; 

Sci-fi synths, but with way less 


versation don’t feel so empty. Despite 
the negative associations with the 
term, it can also be a compliment if it’s 
done well. Scottish duo Boards of 
Canada falls somewhere in the middle. 

Though not awful, it’s not all that 
great, either. The band's self-pro- 
claimed love of nature is apparent, 
though not at all that enticing for the 
listener. The albums swells and retreats 
like the tide, soothing in its constancy, 
but like an owner of an ocean-side 
property, you'll often forget that tide is 
there. Sometimes the waves crash, like 
on “Oscar See Through Red Eye”; 
some other time, in the middle of “84 
Pontiac Dream,” you hear a mysterious 
bird fly by. The wind, or some reason- 
ably well-drawn electronic facsimile, 
howls on “Dayvan Cowboy.” Most of 
the time, though, not much is going 
on. Just the tide. 

Packed with inventive song titles 
like “Chromakey Dreamcoat,” “Satel- 
lite Anthem Icarus” and “Sherbet 
Head,” it’s a shame the music itself 
doesn’t live up to the abstract yet vivid 
images these titles evoke. You might 
almost get excited when the album 
flourishes here and there, but you'll 
quickly settle back into your chair and 
dream of the tides. #r%r# —Granam 
JOHNSON 


PUBLIC ENEMY 
NEW WHIRL ODOR 
(SLAM JAMZ) 


There’s a slightly ironic bit at the 
beginning of Public Enemy’s latest 
album, New Whirl Order, where Rev- 
erend Al Sharpton—one more in a 


Gender confusion 
Maximum 
A classic, perhaps 


Quite irritating 


Hot /do/ winner 


a 


long line of prominent African-Ameri- 
can leaders featured on a Public Enemy 
album—talks about how Chuck D once 
called rap “CNN for black people,” 
before going on to proclaim PE one of 
the loudest broadcasters out there. Just 
like CNN, however, Public Enemy just 
isn’t what it once was: the spark and 
energy that have made them, quite 
tightly, rap legends, has more or less 
deserted the band, and it seems that 
the only real reason to listen is out of 
respect of their past triumphs. 

This is probably summed up best 
in the title track. For starters, it’s a ter- 
ribly hackneyed title, not at all worthy 
to be spat out by the man who wrote 
“By the Time | Get to Arizona.” The 
track itself isn’t much better: D lets out 
half-hearted attempts at liberal- 
approved subject matter (“Ruining 
health / With little knowledge of self / 
Income tax breaking backs off of 
blacks”) over a hard-edged drum beat 
that relies far too heavily on repeated 
screamings of “What?!” to rescue the 
lyrics. The hook, which consists of 
nothing but “I smell a new whirl 
odor,” is one of the most annoying 
Public Enemy has ever done. 

It’s not all this bad—”Revolution,” 
while hardly ground-breaking, is defi- 
nitely a standout with an understated 
atmospheric beat and spitfire rhymes, 
and the rest is most comparable to 
some of their more recent albums. But 
on the whole it points to a decided 
lack of relevance, both politically and 
musically, from what was easily the 
most relevant rap group ever. In the 
end, really, they’re victims of their own 
high reputation. Yt —Davio Berry 
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Joy 
Unlimited (1979-1983) (Crippled Dick Hot Wax) 
But | find slap bass and sax 
Carrie Underwood 
Some Hearts (Arista) 
Belts it out for her main man 
Yeah, you guessed it... GOD 
pe esel > cape Rouge) 
A slarimi min’ mix 
Pumpin’ dancey tracks for you 
To slam and pump to. 
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Alberta Ballet’s 
production of 

e Nutcracker 
an evening of 
magic after one 
day from hell’ 


py SARAH CHAN 


e Alberta Ballet and Ballet British 
Columbia are returning to the 
newly spruced-up Jubilee auditori- 
yim for their 11th co-production of 
‘their now famous Nutcracker. A visit to 
e land of sweets and a dance with 
the sugarplum fairy are sure to awak- 
sentiments of Christmas since the 
pallet has become a staple in holiday 
tradition all across North America. 
This particular rendition of The 
Nutcracker, choreographed by Mikko 
Nissinen, has been a mainstay in 
A\berta Ballet’s repertoire since 1995. 
Although new artistic director Jean 
Grand-Maitre will likely be creating 
, new Nutcracker in coming years, 
for the time being director of pro- 
duction and touring Harry Paterson 
jsn’t interested in messing with a 
good thing. “I think it really comes 
down to tradition,” he says. “The 
Nutcracker is really a tradition that all 
dren look up to and enjoy.” 
The production is a grand affair, 
and with rehearsals starting on the 
‘October 24, there was barely time to 
get everything together. Luckily, 
nany of the lead dancers have done 
she production before and according 
o Paterson the steps come back 
quite naturally. The building up, 
earing down and transportation of 
he show occurs five times as the 
baliet tours Victoria, Vancouver, 
Edmonton, Calgary and Spokane. 
In each city the ballet tours, the 
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Welcome to the Nuthouse 


production must recruit 60 children 
from that city to join the local sym- 
phony orchestra commissioned to 
play Tchaikovsky's score. “We like to 
involve the community,” Paterson 
states proudly. “There’s no other 
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company in North America who does 
this on the same scale as we do.” 


ALL THE ASPECTS of The Nutcracker 
are carefully crafted and choreo- 
graphed, but there is one day in each 
city Paterson lovingly refers to as 
“the day from hell.” “Between 9 a.m. 
in the morning and 4 p.m. in the 
afternoon we put together all the 
elements of the Nutcracker with all 
of the new children, the stagehands, 
new orchestra, and we interplay all 
of that with our dancers; that hap- 
pens on the day from hell,” he says. 
“There are five days from hell. It’s a 
very, very charged day.” 

Just as the children, symphonies 
and cities, the dancers are also rotat- 
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ed. Each season of The Nutcracker, 
the females dancers go through a 
total of 150 pointe shoes which cost 
about $12,000 in total. Indeed, each 
season is a vast financial commit- 
ment, with the company re-paint- 
ing, re-netting and doing general 
repairs on the original costumes and 
sets designed respectively by Paul 
Daigle and Roger Lavoie. 


And after the 360 hours of prac- | 


tice and five performances in five dif- 
ferent cities, The Nutcracker is going to 
continue glittering and shining 
through the 2005 holiday season. 
“It’s the traditional Christmas story 
and it will just transport you away for 
a couple of hours into another 
world,” Paterson enthuses. “And from 
my point of view, that’s entertain- 
ment. You have to be transported 
away and taken somewhere pleasing 
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and happy, and that’s what this is." © 


THE NUTCRACKER 

Choreographed by Mikko Nissinen * 
Music by Pyotr Tchaikovsky Jubilee 
Auditorium * Thu-Sat, Dec 8-10 (7:30 
pm); Sat-Sun, Dec 10-11 (2 pm) 
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By STEVEN SANDOR 


THIS WEEK: Doug Hoyer discusses 
Talking Heads’ Stop Making Sense 


Make no mistake about it; Doug 
Hoyer has little time for power-trio 
minimalism. He likes his rock music 
to sound lush, with as many instru- 
mental layers as possible. Smorgas- 
bord, Hoyer’s St. Albert based 
up-and-coming band, is currently a 
five-piece act that mixes a variety of 
different instruments, from guitars 
and piano to saxes, flutes and 
Hoyer’s own accordion stylings. But 
when Hoyer first launched the 
Smorgasbord concept while he was 
still in high school, the band was 
even bigger. 

“| had sax players; | talked to 
everyone | knew who played guitar,” 
he recalls. That first version of Smor- 
gasbord was seven members large. 
What influenced Hoyer to embrace 
such a big sound? He credits the dis- 
covery of Stop Making Sense, the 
seminal Talking Heads’ live album, 
which he found sitting in his dad's 
record collection. 

Released in 1984, Stop Making 
Sense was the live album that 
accompanied the movie of the 
same name. Directed by Jonathan 
Demme (who would later give us 
the classic The Silence of the 
Lambs), Stop Making Sense is still 
considered by many a music snob 
as the greatest live-show flick ever 
made. The movie and soundtrack 
captured the Talking Heads, the 
New York punks who became New 
Wave gods, in the height of their 
final major tour. The single “Burn- 
ing Down the House” had flung 
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the band. out of the underground 
and into the consciousness of pop- 
culture America. But the band’s live 
show displayed that the Talking 
Heads wanted nothing to do with 
playing it safe. And that’s what 
enthralled Hoyer. 

“I love the fact that it starts with 
just (Talking Heads leader) David 
Byrne alone onstage, and that with 
each song, another member of the 
band is added,” says Hoyer. “By the 


end of the show, there are just so 
many people on stage, and it really 
inspired Smorgasbord.” 

Other classic Talking Heads 
songs are represented in the set, 
from 1977's classic “Psycho Killer” 
to “Once in a Lifetime,” 


the tune 


that earned the band the most 
attention from the New Wave set 
But fans of the Talking Heads can 
now revel in a Rhino re-release of 
the album, which includes seven 
tracks from the show that were 
left on the cutting room floor— 
including the danceable (Hoyer 
calls the Talking Heads’ post-punk 
style as “stiff funk”) 
and Painless.” 

Hoyer considers Byrne to be a 
bona fide musical genius, and 
admits that maybe his admiration 
went a little too far. “Those David 
Byrne obscure lyrics were a real 
focus of mine,” he says. “And for a 
while, that was the style | tried to 
emulate. But now, | try to be more 
linear with my lyrics.” 

Basically, Hoyer wanted to start 
making sense... @ 
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Hamlet is just the jumping-off point for 
Scott Douglas’s dazzling Undiscover’d 


Country 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


dging from the script of Undis- 
over’d Country, playwright 
Scott Douglas is an expert on a 
dauntingly broad range of topics: 
Shakespearean drama, native culture, 
Esperanto, computer hacking, Cana- 
dian politics, the writings of Michel 
Foucault, the anti-globalization 
movement, raves, epidemiology, the 
residential school scandal and much, 
much more. “I'm partly just a natural 
accumulator of information,” he 
laughs, “but mostly I’m a faker.” 

Don’t listen to him. Douglas is 

definitely the real thing—and Undis- 
cover’d Country is easily the most 
ambitious, imaginative, exciting 
script I’ve read in years of covering 
Edmonton theatre. Director Ben 
Henderson, who’s spent the last 
three years developing and dra- 
maturging it, has been talking it up 
as “a Canadian Angels in America,” 
and while it has the same epic scope 
as that play and the same interest in 
exploring the intersection of politi- 
cal and personal stories, it has a sly 
sense of humour and an intellectual 
impishness that reminds me more of 
Alan Moore’s Watchmen comic 
books. You could easily miss half the 
jokes in the script and still be daz- 
zled by the density of it. 

The play’s central figure is Daniel 
Stillborn, a brilliant young Native 
computer programmer who acciden- 
tally gets the entire text of Shake- 
speare’s Hamlet downloaded into his 
brain. Previously uninterested in his 
native heritage, Daniel transforms 
into a media-age Hamlet figure, deter- 
mined to avenge himself against the 
king—or, in this case, Prime Minister 
Claude Mackenzie King. (King, mean- 
while, is carrying on an extramarital 
affair with a Cree TV anchorwoman 
named Trudy Achukosis, née 
Gertrude.) In yet another subplot, 
Daniel's girlfriend Sophie finds herself 
on the opposite side of an anti-global- 


ization protest from her uptight 
policeman brother Lance. Claude, 
Gertrude, Sophie, Lance... do these 
names have any resonance for you? 
“Tn the early drafts of the script, I 
did feel somewhat shackled to the 
Hamlet template,” Douglas says. 
“The parallels between the aborigi- 
nal experience and Hamlet, of living 
beneath the benign and friendly 
usurper who wants to be your dad, 
made sense to me, but my experi- 
ence with aboriginal people in Cana- 
da told me they don’t really have 
that demonic, vengeful edge that 
you see in Shakespeare. So 1 started 
to ask myself why I wanted to see 


| THEATRE 


that, why I wanted to push these 
characters into that role? So then I 
decided to make the play about a 
character who's being forced into a 
Hamlet role and then see if he can 
break out of that. It’s not about 
adapting Hamlet anymore; it’s about 
using Hamlet as a force.” 


DOUGLAS HAD THE INITIAL IDEA 
for the script in 1992, when he was 
still a novice playwright, but pro- 
crastinated on putting any of it 
down on paper. However, the idea 
kept percolating, and eventually 
there was no way he could keep it 
inside any longer. He wrote the first 
draft in 2000 for a 24-hour playwrit- 
ing contest sponsored by the 
Saskatchewan Playwrights Centre. 
“The script was 90 pages long,” Hen- 
derson says. “It was legendary 
amongst our circle. We kept hearing 
about this guy who'd written this 
90-page play in 24 hours. But when I 
finally read it, I didn’t realize it was 
the same script; Stephen Heatley and 
I were reading submissions for SPC’s 
spring festival and we kept going, 


‘Oh! Oh!’ and getting more ang 
more excited.” 

The play went through varioy, 
workshop productions, but eve, 
with luminaries like Henderso, 
D.D. Kugler and Tantoo Cardin.) 
attached to it at various points, j, 
still seemed like a longshot to actuaj. 
ly get produced—it was too big, to, 
long (four hours long in one ear|y 
version) and, with three aborigina| 
characters, one Japanese characte; 
and an older character in the mix 
too difficult to cast. 

“It had to be done—J jus; 
thought it was too exciting a piece 
to let it languish in development 
hell,” says Henderson, who, frustrat- 
ed by the unwillingness of main- 
stream theatre companies to take a 
tisk on the project, has decided to 
stage it as a collective. “So we 
applied for project money to do it, 
and the AFA jury, uncharacteristica| 
ly, decided this was an important 
play that they really had to support 
properly, instead of with just these" 
token grants. And the same thing 
happened with Canada Counci|— 
instead of the usual thing of giving 
us half the money in the applica 
tion, they gave us almost everything . 
we asked for,” he laughs. “So the 
result is, we probably have about 
half the money it would actually 
take to do the show, We're cutting 
corners—I’m designing the sets and 
the lights and we're putting in 12 
hour days instead of eight-hour 
days—but I think we're going to end 
up with something, a treat for the 
audience, that a larger theatre 
wouldn't be able to do.” @ 


UNDISCOVER’D COUNTRY 

Directed by Ben Henderson ® Written by 
Scott Douglas © Starring Sheldon Elter 
Glenn Nelson, Tracy Penner and 
Christine Sokaymoh Fredericks Catalyst 
Theatre * Dec 8-18 * 420-1757 


He'll he home for Christmas 


Julien Arnold 
returns to the role 
of Bob Crachit in 
the Citadel’s A 
Christmas Carol 


By DAVID BERRY 


h reality in the local acting 
he actors never actually 
e person they probably 


t to up on stage: them- 
Edmonton stalwart Julien 
ever, has probably got 
ext best thing: by taking last 
off of the Citadel’s celebrated 
tradition, A Christmas 
e got to see another actor 
ole that he had inhabit- 
ars previous and which 
ck into for the upcoming 
on of the play. 

er get to see the whole 
g ou're in it. My vision of 
play has always been this half of 
ze, but it was really cool to get 
ee it all,” explains Amold as he 
munches on a salad in the Citadel’s 


expansive bistro. “It was definitely a 
little strange watching another actor 
play the same role, with the same 
costumes and the same blocking. It 
was kind of like, ‘Is that me?’ It was 
almost like an out-of-body experi- 
ence. I think I was probably 
mouthing the lines as it went on.” 
Of course, while seeing your dop- 
pelganger is strange enough, it cer- 
tainly isn’t helped by the fact that it 
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was one of his first times seeing the 
play. You see, though Arnold, who 
took a break last year to devote him- 
self to his studies in the BFA directing 
program at the U of A, is coming up 
on his fifth time playing the down- 
trodden Bob Crachit, he’s never actu- 
ally seen any of the classic versions of 
what’s become a Christmas staple. 

“I never had a TV growing up, 
for some reason. I guess my parents 
were crazy,” he explains with a 
healthy laugh. “Well, we lived in 
smalltown B.C., and there was only 
two channels anyway, so what’s the 
use. But anyway, I don’t think I’ve 


ever actually seen the Alstair Sim 
version—I'd certainly never seen it 
before that first year. And I’ve never 
read it. I probably saw the Walt Dis- 
ney version when I was six, at my 
grandmother's or something. But | 
don’t think I really knew the story or 
the characters or anything.” 


ARNOLD HAS FOUND that a year off 
to stew over the role (mostly subcon- 
sciously, he admits) and a different 
outlook provided by his directing 
experience has helped him come at 
the role from new angle. 

“Part of the thing about playing 
the same part year after—well, I 
guess it hasn’t been year after year, 
since I had a year off,” he says with a 
shake of his head. “But, it really 
serves as a good lesson that every 
night you go out there, it has to be 
fresh. It’s always the first time you've 
ever said those words to that person. 

“And I’ve found that, when 
you're directing, you get to watch the 
same scenes over and over, and you 
really get to see the whole thing. 
From that, you get a really good sense 
of what works and what doesn’t, and 
you really get a sense of acting. So 


hopefully, it’s improved my 
acting a bit,” he adds with a 
knock on the table. 

But for Arnold, the 
biggest factor in keeping the 
role exciting for the fifth 
year is his own neurotic 
nature: he really wouldn’t 
know what to do if he wasn’t 
a little anxious before hop- 
ping on stage, however well 
he knows the lines by now. 

“I’m still nervous before 
I go on; I’m still nervous 
first day of rehearsal. I don’t 
think I’ve ever had the feel- 
ing of, ‘Oh, I think I can do 
this,’” he says, putting on a 
nonchalant face. “If I ever 
did get that feeling, I think 
that would probably make 
me nervous.” © 


A CHRISTMAS CAROL 
Directed by Bob Baker 
Adapted by Tom Wood ¢ 
Starring Tom Wood, Julien 
Amold, Larry Yachimec, 
Sheldon Bergstrom and Elijah 
Johnson * MacLab Theatre, 
The Citadel * To Dec 23 
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raddock brings his 
hair-bound one- 
ander Moving 

Along back for a 

ort run at the Roxy 


y CAROLYN NIKODYM 


ere’s simply nothing “still” about 
Chris Craddock—it seems he’s con- 
stantly writing something or per- 
priming something. He’s even moving 
ound when we talk over the phone, 
‘shuffling about his kitchen making 
bffee. And this makes his piece Mov- 
is Along, a play 
at requires him to 
ain seated the 
hole time, all the 
Nore intriguing to watch. After a suc- 
essful run with the show in Calgary 
ate last month, Craddock will be 
olding court in his electrified throne 
it the Roxy this weekend (December 
-11). But, of course, as anybody 
iho’s seen the show knows, he won't 
fe just sitting. He'll be taking care of 
usiness, delivering about 60 fast- 
aced semi-autobiographical episodes 
bout life, religion, mortality and sex- 
ality and running his own lighting 
Mes, all from the chair. 

“I feel busy,” he says. “I feel pretty 
sy running the lights and doing 
he show and everything—I am suffi- 
ently challenged. But it is weird, 
ecause normally my solo shows 
ere sweat-fests of 20,000 characters 
ning around. This one's different. 
lost of the exertion is in the jaw and 
houth area, and my little brain—just 
ing to keep up with my own self.” 
Craddock first performed the 
ece back in 2000 with Theatre of 
he Heart in director Sophie Lees’s 
asement before taking it to the 
innipeg and Edmonton Fringe Fes- 
als, and last year Bravo! filmed 
loving Along for their Singular 
tries. Now, five years after its incep- 
on, Craddock thought it might be 
ime to remount the show. This stag- 
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ing of Moving Along is not simply a 
rehash, however; the remount has 
brought about a new company, Simi- 
an Theatre, and a few script changes, 
some of which Craddock tried out in 
Calgary and some of which he was 
still writing when we spoke a week 
before the show. But with or without 
the changes, it’s one of his shows 
that he’d like to perform more often. 
“It is one of my favourites,” he 
says pouring his coffee, “and yeah, I'd 
like it seen a little more widely. But 
I’m kind of in a period right now of 
remounting my shows and touring 
my shows and trying to spread the 
good news. And get the word out that 
Edmonton, in general, and my little 
self are here mak- 
ing theatre and 
some of it’s pretty 
good. I think 
Edmonton is disseminating its work 
much more in these last few years, for 
whatever reason: Teatro is all over the 
place; the Panties have gone; I’ve 
been going; Catalyst has been going 
for a long time. We just seem really 
inspired towards that right now. 7 


OVER THE NEXT YEAR, Craddock 
will be re-staging three other shows 
he’s had a hand in writing: Faithless, 
with Craddock and Pirot, will be 
remounted at the Roxy later this sea- 
son; Summer of My Amazing Luck is 
booked at the Manitoba Theatre Cen- 
tre in Winnipeg; and he plans on 
touring 3... 2... 1 with Nathan Cuck- 
ow next season. But, of course, that’s 
not all Craddock is working on. 

“1 got some stuff in the hopper,” 
Craddock says. “I promised that I 
wouldn’t drop anything new this 
year, but I’m going to. Me and 
Nathan Cuckow are working on a 
rap musical with gay themes—sort of 
leap-frogging off of his long-stand- 
ing contribution to the Loud ‘n’ 
Queer Festival.” © 


MOVING ALONG 

Directed by Sophie Lees * Written by 
and starring Chris Craddock * Roxy 
Theatre (10708-124 St) * Dec 8-11 


You Can’t Take it 
With You unfolds 


like the sitcoms it 
undoubtedly 
spawned 


By TYSON KABAN 


leet the Sycamores—the quirky, 
Mee: family at the centre of 

ithe classic Pulitzer-winning play 
written back in 1936 by Kaufman and 
Moss. Each member of the clan is as 
zany as the next, and their unwaver- 
ing, if not deluded, sense of individu- 
alism is both encouraged and 
celebrated by patriarch Grandpa Matr- 
tin Vanderhof (John Hutchison), a 
clever old man who hasn't had a job 
or paid taxes in more than 30 years, 
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Mother Penny (Susan Bain) is an 
aspiring playwright/portrait artist, 
father (Bruce Wood) manufactures 
fireworks in the basement, eldest 
daughter Ellie (Marliss Weber) thinks 
she’s a ballerina, and her awkward 
movements are accompanied by her 
husband Ed’s (Jonathan Teghtmeyer) 
xylophone solos. 

Then there's the other daughter, 
Alice (Lindsay Elleker). She’s a prim 
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and proper secretary and recognizes 
the importance of fashion, material 
possessions and, well, being normal, 
in the conventional world. Alice gets 
engaged to her boss's son Tony Kirby 
(Wes Schofield) and chaos ensues 
when the two families—one rich in 
love, the other in money—meet for 


the first time. 


iT’S A SET-UP we've all seen before, 
on TV shows and in movies, and the 
Walterdale’s latest production of the 
play isn’t groundbreaking, but it’s 
still a lot of fun. The play actually 
unfolds like a television sitcom with 
its constant one-liners, and the audi- 
ence provides the laugh track 
Unfortunately, the timing was a bit 
off in this respect, causing some 
lines to get lost in the audience’s 
raucous laughter. But each actor real- 
izes that the characters are over-the- 
top caricatures, and they play, if not 
overact, their roles to the extreme 
The exception is Susan Bain as 
Penny. She manages to take the 
loopy and completely misinformed 
role just seriously enough for the 


SEE PAGE 54 


* P 7c » 
Visit Bnan’s website today at www brianevansontinewcom for : 
See Brian's recent appearance on "Canada AM" in the video section of Bar's 
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ists on the 

venue seeks out 
smmunity artists 
add a little colour 
418 Avenue 


AGNIESZKA MATEJKO 


thout art galleries most art- 
works would be stacked away 
somewhere in artists’ garages or 
ments; nonetheless, galleries are 
my favourite venues. Whatever 
see in a gallery has been juried, 
~jlated to conform to prevalent 
4 taste and explained to death. 
ile such “taste police” methods do 


hy their artist 


work, giving us quality standards, 
they can also drain something vital 
out of art, like a versatile community 
spirit. But such joyful, unpretentious 
communal spirit still lives and 
breathes in shows such as Artists on 
the Avenue organized by Norwood 
community activist Shelly Severson. 
Severson is not an artist; in fact, 
her professional life is as far removed 
from sitting in a garret with a paint- 
brush as you can get: she owns a 
construction business. But Severson 
became a curator through her love 
of the community. “I love the neigh- 
borhood, I know all of my neighbors 
and they know me,” Severson 
explains. “I lived in a small town 
and [Norwood] has a small town 
feel. People look out for one another 


here.” With such community spirit 
all around her, Severson began to 
wonder what she could do to culti- 
vate it, and she thought a communi- 
ty gallery, with some classes for kids, 
could add some vitality to the area. 
But she had no idea how feasible it 
would be, so she put an ad in the 
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local newsletter. “Then I crossed my 
fingers,” she recalls “and I waited.” 
Severson was surprised when she 
ended up getting 19 calls from pro- 
fessional and amateur artists. There 
was enough art to fill the street— 
never mind a gallery. All she needed 
was a good locale to showcase the 


theatre 
notes 


PAUL MATWYCHUK 


litte musical that could 


Loves Me « La Cité Francophone 
§27-91 St) * Dec 9-18 © preVUE 
it opened on Broadway in April of 
3, She Loves Me was considered 
thing of an underachiever at the 
ice, running a mere 300 perfor- 
ces. And when you look at the mas- 
blockbusters that the members of 
feative team did immediately after- 
songwriters Jerry Bock and Shel- 
Harnick would go on to write 
yon the Roof, playwright Joe Mas- 
ff would write the book for Cabaret 
director Harold Prince would pro- 
both shows—She Loves Me might 
h even more of a forgettable disap- 
tment by comparison. 
ut instead, the reputation of this 
ll, delicate, intimate show—based 
ie same 1937 Hungarian play that 
red the wonderful Ernst Lubitsch 
The Shop Around the Comer and the 
ul Tom Hanks/Meg Ryan comedy 
e Got Mail—has only grown among 
lical buffs, to the point where it’s 
regarded as one of the best, most 
bughly charming musicals in Broad- 
history. Farren Timoteo, who plays 
bm store clerk Georg Nowack in the 
Janes’ new production of the show, 
latest person to fall under its spell. 
was in New York last year for a 
le of weeks,” he says. “I'd never 
N there before, and so | spent all 
 Wkash on seeing Broadway shows. 
ind of exhausting; all these shows 
are supposed to be so spectacular. 
pummel! you—there’s hundreds 
lorus people and special effects up 
s, and you're left with barely any 
e d-out characters and nothing to 
out afterward except a couple of 


it’s nice to see a beautiful little musical 
like She Loves Me where the stress is on 
the characters. At the same time, 
though, there’s a lot of music in it— 
there's something like 28 songs in the 
entire show. So it’s big, and yet it’s inti- 
mate. That's part of its charm, | guess.” 

The play’s main characters are 
ostensibly Georg and Amalia (Kendra 
Connor), bickering employees at a 
small Hungarian parfumerie who don’t 
realize that they’ve actually been 
exchanging tender anonymous love let- 
ters with each other through a lonely 
hearts club. But the show is really an 
ensemble piece about the entire staff of 
this little shop—a group of ordinary 
people in a big, lonely city who gradu- 
ally realize that they've become each 
other's family. “The show's charm is its 
sincerity,” Timoteo says. “For a musical, 
it never really goes to that grandioso 
place. It stays really grounded and 
down to earth, and it’s just a really 
beautiful, sweet and honest story.... The 
trick to it, | think, is not to send it up or 
play it for the gags—not to play it as a 
musical, in some ways. If you play it 
honestly, you can’t go wrong, | think. 
We all feel privileged to be doing it; we 
just want to make it kick-ass.” 

Ernst Lubitsch probably wouldn’‘t 
have put it that way, but | suspect he'd 
approve of the sentiment. 


Sim city 


The Myth of Summer * Timms Cen- 
tre for the Arts (U of A) * To Dec 
10 © reVUE One of the more affec- 
tionate laughs in Conni Massing’s 
ensemble comedy The Myth of Summer 
occurs at the first of several scenes set 
in the waterpark at West Edmonton 
Mall. The laugh occurs even before the 
first line of dialogue is spoken; one look 
at that large, projected photo looking 
up at a tall palm tree sheltered by the 
waterpark roof and the audience lets 
out an affectionate chuckle of recogni- 
tion. That’s Edmonton summer in a 
nutshell—a beach made of cement, a 
tree-under glass, the waves as artificial- 
ly controlled as the temperature, a sea- 
son whose warmth and pleasures we 
can only simulate. 

The characters in The Myth of Sum- 
mer are all trying unsuccessfully to. make 


do with simulated happiness too: Bren- 
da (Shawna O'Connell) hopes that 
throwing herself into the preparations 
for a fundraiser for her politician hus- 
band will distract her from her unsatisfy- 
ing marriage; her Goth daughter Jessica 
(Molly Flood) hopes that running away 
with her boyfriend Mordred (Michael 
Bridgman) to the Burning Man Festival 
will finally give her life meaning; 
Melanie (Jacqueline Russell) hopes to 
achieve the same result by reading 
French novels and eating French food; 
and German masseur Werner (Nick 
Green) hopes that experiencing a brac- 
ing Canadian summer will cure his all- 
consuming mood of weltschmerz. Also 
in the mix: a patchouli-soaked party 
planner named Dacia (Jessi Piggott), her 
gay assistant Kevin (Grant Bjorge), who 
has an unrequited crush on Werner, and 
Jessica’s anger-choked aunt Jackie (Nadi- 
en Chu), who's waging a furious, fruit- 
less one-woman vendetta against a 
big-box electronics outlet called the 
Tomorrow Store. These interwoven 
plotlines all play out on an alienatingly 
bare set, designed by Renate Pohl, 
which keeps rotating back and forth for 
no apparent reason. 

With eight bizarre characters con- 
stantly crossing paths with each other, 
The Myth of Summer is full of incident, 
but somehow all this activity doesn’t 
generate much comic energy. You have 
to admire Massing’s willingness to try 
out so many wild ideas in a single play, 
but this production never quite con- 
vinces you to put aside your misgivings 
and buy into them. The world of the 
play just doesn’t seem believable, even 
on a broadly comic level; instead of 
watching recognizably human charac- 
ters trying to overcome the genuine 
obstacles in their lives, we get a bunch 
of people so paralyzed by silly, self- 
imposed, bourgeois neuroses that you 
want to shake them, not laugh at them. 

The relationship between Russell 
and Green as Melanie and Werner is 
probably the most successful part of the 
play. Playing characters who are so shy 
and polite that it seems like a miracle 
they actually wind up together, the two 
actors have a sweet, gentle chemistry 
that’s rather touching to watch—their 
love affair is as delightfully improbable a 
sight as a palm tree inside a mall. © 


soll jokes and a few great stunts. So 
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work. That's when, through her 
tenacity, she was introduced to Peter 
Rausch, the executive director of the 
Alberta Avenue Business Association. 
It turns out that Rausch, who has 
been spearheading (one may even 
say ‘revolutionizing’) a cultural 
revival of Alberta Avenue (118 
Avenue), was the ideal person to 


help. He promptly offered Severson 
the 18-foot tall walls of his impres- 
Sive street level office (to hold a 
French salon style show with art sus- 
pended all the way up to the ceiling) 
and hours of his volunteer time to 
boot. “We are making him put in a 


SEE NEXT PAGE 


A NEW PLAY 


READING FESTIVAL 


AT THE CITADEL 


TEST DRIVE returns on December 10 & 11, 2005. You are 


invited to join us for an entertaining weekend gs two new 


plays will be read 


EXTINCTION SONG 


IS RON PEDERSON 


RON JENKINS 


Saturday, Dec. 10- 8:00 p.m., Rice Theatre 

EXTINCTION SONG is the hilarious and haunting story of James, 
a boy whoithinks he’s a wolf and fears he is on the verge of 
extinction. Written by Workshop West Artistic Director Ron Jenkins, 


and starring Mad TV's Ron Ped 


erson, this one man show is a funny 


and moving portrait of what it means fo grow up. 
AUDIENCE ADVISORY: Not suitable for children under 14 years of age. 


CONTROL 
CLEM MARTINI * 


D BY VERN THIESSEN 


Sunday, Dec. 11 - 2:00 p.m., Rice Theatre 
CONTROL is based on the 2001 prison riot at Drumheller 


penitentiary. 


CONTROL is a rough, raw and realistic look at life 


within the prison system. Written by Governor General Award 
nominee Clem Martini, CONTROL looks at the work day of both 
inmates and guards on a day when things go out of control. 


SHAUN JOHNSTON 
DAVID McNALLY 


SSBENDER 


Admission is by donation at the door. General admission seating in effect based 
on availability. Doors open 15 minutes before the performance. 


425°1820 


citadeltheatre.com 
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lot more hours than he should be,” 
Severson says. Between their com- 
bined efforts and the 12 artists who 
brought vans filled with artwork, the 
first inaugural Alberta Avenue show 
became a reality. 


BUT THAT ISN’T THE END of the 
story. This little community show 
has attracted the attention of provin- 
cial and municipal representatives— 
all committed to attending the 
opening. Then local businesswoman 
Lokesh Sundresh became so fond of 
the idea of promoting local art that 
she offered her empty store to serve 
as a community gallery and teaching 
space, rent free. With such over- 
whelming support, the participating 
artists formed the Artists on the 
Avenue Coalition and plan to fill 
businesses in the area with art. The 
coalition has also set an objective for 
raising half a million dollars for an 


. 
ti 


‘the process 0 

ith the public 
seek cial support. 
In the end, what started as a 
~ small ad in a community newsletter 
snowballed into something much 
bigger. Not only has Severson had 
her wish of a community gallery 
granted, but who knows, she and 
Rausch may also be on their way to 
turning one of the poorest areas of 
Edmonton into a northern Soho. 
Once Edmontonians see the inaugur- 
al show, Severson hopes they'll get 
behind her small coalition with a big 
dream. “Now, when you say Nor- 
wood, Alberta Avenue, it’s not a 
resounding vote of confidence,” she 
says, but, as she looks at her show, 
she adds, “I want people to come in 

and go, ‘Wow! Who knew!” © 


ARTISTS ON THE AVENUE 

Paintings by various artists * Alberta 
Avenue Business Association Office 
(11770-95 St) * Sat, Dec 10 (10-6 pm) 
& Sun, Dec 11 (12-6 pm) 
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audience to believe she’s actually as 
eccentric as she’s supposed to be. 

The set is beautifully decorated, 
littered with snakes and skull-shaped 
candy dishes, and the technicians 
manage to pull off the difficult task 
of making it seem like fireworks are 
going off on stage without burning 
the place down. Director Jaclyn 
Thomey recognizes the play is an 
ensemble piece, and has the cleverly 
choreographed climactic scene, fea- 
turing more than a dozen actors on 
stage, go surprisingly smoothly—it’s 
never overwhelming. 

We've all heard the messages of 
You Can't Take It With You 
countless times: money can’t buy 
you happiness and it’s cool to love 
your family, no matter how crazy or 
weird other people think they are. 
But because it’s almost Christmas— 
the season notoriously characterized 
by overspending and awkward fami- 


ly introductions—those themes seem 
to be more appropriate now than at 
any other time of the year, and the 
Walterdale’s latest production of the 
play drives them home with enough 
zany comedy and genuine heart to 
make even the most jaded con- 
sumer/family member accept their 
faults and the people they love for 


who they are. © 


YOU CAN'T TAKE IT WITH 
Directed by Jaclyn Thomey * Written 
George S. Kaufman and Moss Ho 
Starring John Hutchison, Susan ¢ 
Bruce Wood, Lindsay Elleker and \ 
Schofield * Walterdale Playhouse (1 0% 
83 Ave) © To Dec 10 © 439-20) 


Fax your free listings to 426-2889 
or e-mail Glenys at 
listings@vueweekly.com 

Deadline Is Friday at 3pm 


(CEST NE PAS UNE PIROUTTE: COMING OUT-MILE 
ZERO Landing Pad, 201, 10923-101 St (424 1573) * Art 
happening in a salon style setting featuring artistic direc- 
tor Gerry Morita, and other performers Dec. 10 (8pm) 
* $6 (member)/$10 (non member) 


THE NUTCRACKER: ALBERTA BALLET AND BALLET 
BRITISH COLUMBIA jubilee Auditorium (451-8000) * 
Artistic director Jean Grand-Maitre, with Boston Ballet 
artistic director Mikko Nissinen’s choreography, each per- 
formance features the Edmonton Symphony Orchestra. 
Holiday festivities tums into a night of mystery, magic and 
enchantment * Dec. 8-10 (7:30pm), Dec. 10-11 (2pm); 
Nutcracker brunch: Sun, Dec. 17 (11:4Sam-1:30pm) * 
Tickets at available at TicketMaster 


GALLERIES/MUSEUM 


AGNES BUGERA GALLERY 12310 jasper Ave (482- 
2854) * EXOTIQUE AND FAVOURITE: Artworks by Brian 
Atyeo, Elin Neumann, Daniel Unger, Margaret 
Vanderhaeghs, Lara Chauvin, Gordon Harper, and 
sculptures by Patrick Meagher; Dec. 8-23 © 
SHORTBREAD AND SHERRY: An evening of art and 
Christmas sherry and shortbread; Dec. 8 (5-9pm) 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 10186-106 St 
(488-6611) « Open Mon-Sat 10am-Spm (closed all 
hols) * A HOLIDAY CELEBRATION OF CRAFT: Handcrafted 
pottery, glassware, textiles, wood, jewellery and home 
furnishings * Dec. 10-24 


ART BEAT GALLERY 26 St. Anne Street St. Albert (459- 
3679) * Open Tue, Wed, Fri 10am-6pm; Thu 10am-8pm; 
Sat 10am-Spm * IN CHARACTER: Artworks by Yardley 
Jones * Until Dec. 10 


ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA (EDMONTON ART 
GALLERY) 2 Sir Winston Churchill Sq (422-6223) * Open 
Tue-Wed and Fri 10:30am-Spm; Thu 10:30am-8pm; Sat, 
Sun 1lam-Spm. Closed Mon * EDWARD BURTYNSKY; Dec 
10-Feb. 26 * TUKIAGATTA: Inuit sculpture from the TD 
Bank Financial Group collection; Dec. 10-Feb. 26 « NAT- 
URAL PHILOSOPHY: until Jan. 8 * THE SEASONS OF PRAIRIE 
UFE: William Kurelek; until Jan. 8 * FRENCH DRAWINGS 
From the National Gallery of Canada collection; until Feb. 
EDDINS: Collection Selection; opens 

9 * Kitchen Gallery: INUIT ART: A MOVING 

Travel and transport in the Arctic; Dec. 10- 
26 All day Saturday: Hands-on art projects, 1- 
rd Burtynsky exhibition tour: Lori Pauli, 1pm; 
exhibition tour with Natalie Ribkoff, 2pm; Inuit 
loving Experience exhibition tour with Eunice 

3pm; Dec. 10* Art for Lunch; Dec. 15 (12pm) 
carving demonstrations; Dec. 17 (1-4pm) * 
Gallery Tours: Weekends: 12:30, 1:30, 2:30, 3:30pm » 
Children’s Gallery: TIR-NA-NOG (FOREVER YOUNG): By 
Yardley-lones * $9 (adult)/S6 (student/senior)/$3 
Id 6-12)/free (member/child 5 and under) 


ARTSHAB STUDIO GALLERY 10217-106 St, 3rd Fl (439- 
9532/429-2024) * Open every Thu * 365 DAYS AGO: 

by various artists created over the last 365 days * 
Thu untit Dec. 29 


BEARCLAW GALLERY 10403-124 St (482-1204) « 
Artworks by Norval Morrisseau, Daphne Odjig, Roy 
Thomas, jane Ash Poitras, George Littlechild, Joane 

Cardinal-Schubert, jim Logan, Maxine Noel, Aaron 

Paquette and others 


BRINSMEAD ZIOLA KENNEDY ARCHITECTURE 10434- 


122 St* Open: Mon-Fri 8am-Spm * ROOTS: Paintings by 
Jodi Tychkowsky * Until Jan. 2 


BRUCE PEEL SPECIAL COLLECTIONS LIBRARY 6- 
Rutherford South, U of A Campus (492-5998) « Open: 
Mon-Fri 10am-4:30pm * LAYING THE FOUNDATIONS: 
Featuring photographs, archival documents, and impor- 
tant works from Alexander Cameron Rutherford’s book 
collection * Until Dec. 


CENTRE D’ARTS VISUELS DE L’ALBERTA 9103-95 
Ave. (461-3427) # ARTISTC EXPRESSIONS; Artworks by 
Lucie Fuilion, Madelne Bellmond, Jacque Rioux and 
Francoise Fiset * Dec. 9-24 * Opening reception: Dec. 
9 (7-8:30pm) 


CHRISTL BERGSTROM’S RED GALLERY 9621-52 Ave 
(439-8210) » Open Mon-Fri 11am-Spm * ALBERTA 
LANDSGAPES-THE HUMAN TOUCH: Paintings by Christ! 
Bergstrom * Until Feb. 28 


COLLECTIV CONTEMPORARY ART AND DESIGN 102, 
6421-112 Ave (491-0002) * Open: Wed-Fri 12-6pm, Sat 
10am-6pm, Sun 12-4pm * CHRISTMAS SHOW: Artworks 
by Brad Bums, Matt Gould, jan Hoekstra, Rob Buttery, 
Heather Millar, Laura McKibbon as well as new artists Ben 
Skinner, Genevieve Dionne, and Tim Rechnet * Until Dec. 
24 (open Dec. 24 10am-3pm, closed Dec. 25-Jan, 10) 


DOUGLAS UDELL GALLERY 10332-124 St (488-4445) * 
VIC CICANSKY: 27th Anniversary Exhibition; until Dec. 10 * 
CHRISTMAS 2005: New artworks by gallery artists and 
new acquisitions; Dec. 10-24 


EXTENSION CENTRE GALLERY 2nd Fl, University 
Extension Centre, 8303-112 St (492-0166) * Open: Mon- 
Thu (8:30am-8pm), Fri (6:30am-4:30pm), Sat (9am-noon) 
«* Laura Evans Reid, an early student of Henry Glyde * 
Until jan. 4 


FAB GALLERY 1-1 Fine Arts Bldg, U of A, 112 St, 89 Ave 
(492-3261) * SEEING THE WORLD OF SOUND: THE COVER 
ART OF FOLKWAYS RECORDS * Until Dec. 17 


FRINGE GALLERY 10516 Whyte Ave (432-0240) * 
Artworks by Neil Fiertel; through December 


HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St (426-4180) * Open 
Mon-Fri 10am-Spm; Sat 12-4pm * THE WORLD IS BIG 
THE WORLD IS LITTLE: Installation of drawing-based works 
including sculpture and writing by Candice Tamowski; 
until Dec. 17 * Front Room: A COLLECTION OF SMALL 
MISERIES: Digital images by Carole Hanson; until Dec. 17 


JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place, 10831 University 
‘Ave (433-5282) » CHRISTMAS SHOW AND SALE: Artworks 
by previous exhibitors; Dec. 6-Feb. 2* Open house: Wed, 
Dec. 7 (6:30-8:30pm) 


JOHNSON GALLERY (SOUTH) 7711-85 St (465-6171) = 
Open Mon-Fri 9am-Spm; Sat 10am-Spm * CHRISTMAS 
EXTRAVAGANZA: Paintings and prints by gallery artists and 
visiting artists. Pottery by local potters and art cards * 
Through December 


JOHNSON GALLERY (NORTH) 11517-80 St (479-8424) 
* Open Tue-Fri 9:30am-5:30pm; Sat 9:30am-4pm * 
Artworks by Myles MacDonald, Waltraut Unbekannt- 
Lafleur, and Dave Ripley. Giclee reproductions of prints by 
Len Gibbs, Raymond Chow, Dorothy Oxbourgh, Ted 
Hesketh * Through December 


LANDO GALLERY 11130-105 Ave (990 1161) * SONG 
OF SONGS: Paintings by Tslila Barzel 


LATITUDE 53 10248-196 St, 2nd FI (423-5353) * Open 
Tue-Fri 10am-6pm, Sat 12-Spm * THE FINE ART OF 
SCHMOO2ZY: An evening of fashion, art, music, tasty food 
and martinis * Dec. 10, 8pm (door) * $10 (mem- 
ber)/$15 (non-member) at Latitude, Ultra Violet Floral 
Studio, Blackbyrd; $20 (door, everyone) 


McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440-112 St 
(407-7152) * Open Mon-Fri 10am-8pm; Sat-Sun 1-8pm * 
FIVE DEFINITIONS OF SPIRIT: Artworks by Allison Argy- 
Burgess, Roger Belley, Sharon Moore-Foster, Teresa 


Halkow with musical composition by John Caverly, curat- 
ed by Robert Sinclair * Until Jan. 29 


MCPAG 5411-51 St, Stony Plain (963-2777) * Open 
Mon-Sat 10am-4pm; Sun 10am-6:30pm * Drawings and 
paintings by Michael Mott * Opening reception: Sun, 
Dec, 11 (1-3:30pm) * Dec. 8-fan. 12 


MILNER ART GALLERY Theatre Foyer Gallery, Stanley A. 
Milner Library, 7 Sir Winston Churchill Sq (496-7000) * 
DRAWING THE REMARKABLE MARIA: CRAYONS ACROSS THE 
AMERICAS: Artworks by Tara Langlois and Patti Mcintosh * 
Until jan. 2 


MUDDY WATTERS CAFE 8211-111 St (966-8612) » 
Artworks by Rebecca Schroder * Dec. 11-Jan. 28 * 
Opening reception: Dec. 11 (7pm) 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM 5 St. Anne Street, St. Albert 
(459-1528) * Open: Mon-Sat 10am-Spm, Sun 1-Spm * 
SCOUTING FOR INDIANS: Photographs by Jeffrey Thomas * 
Dec. 8-Feb. 26 * Opening reception: Dec. 8 (7-9pm) 


NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS Stollery 
Gallery, 9702-111 Ave (474-7611) * Open Mon-Fri 10am- 
2:30pm, Tue 6:30-8:30pm, Thu 6-8pm * OFFERINGS 
FROM THE THIRD DIMENSION: Experimental work in clay * 
Until Dec, 30 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron Street, St. 
Albert (460-4310) * Open: Tue-Sat (10am-Spm), Thu 
(1Gam-Spm) * PRESENCE: St. Albert Place Visual Arts 
Council (SAPVAC) * Until Dec. 31 


REYNOLDS-ALBERTA MUSEUM 2km W of Wetaskivin, 
Hwy 13 (780-361-1351/1-800-661-4726) * Open: Tue- 
Sun 10am-Spm * LIFE AND TIMES OF THE MOTORCYCLE: 
Until Sept. 17, 2006 * $9 (adult)/$7 (youth)/$S 
(child)/free (child six and under) 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 12845-102 Ave (453- 
9100) = Open Mon-Sun 9am-Spm * KID STUFF: A nos- 
talgic look at dozens of classic toys from the “SOs and 
*60s; until Jan. 9 * QUEENS OF THE COURT; THE 
EDMONTON GRADS; until Feb. 12 


SADDLERY GALLERY, 10137-104 St (429-4092) * THE 
SADDLERY SERIES 2: EMERGING IMPRINTS: Group exhibit 
Dec. 16-23 * Opening reception with live music: Dec. 
16 (7-11pm) 


SAVOY RESTAURANT 10401-82 Ave * SAVVY ART TO 
SAVE THE DAY: Pop art by Steven Csorba * Dec. 8 (6:30- 
11:00pm) * Benefit for Kids with Cancer 


SELFRIDGE POTTERY STUDIO 9844-88 Ave (439-9296) 
* Winter open house featuring works by Richard and 
Carol Selfridge * Dec. 10-11 (11am-Spm) 


SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) * Open Tue-Sat 
12-Spm * A PERFECT CHRISTMAS PRINT AFFAIR EXHIBI- 
TION AND FUNDRAISER: Featuring printworks created by 
printmakers of local, national and international acclaim * 
Until Dee. 22 


STUDIO GALLERY 143 Grandin Park Plaza, St. albert 
(460-5990) * Open: Tue-Fri 10am-Spm, Sat 10am-4pm * 
WET PAINT: Artworks by various artists * Until Dec. 31 


TU GALLERY 10718-124 St (452-9664) * Open: Tue-Sat 
10am-Spm, Thu 10am-8pm * FOUR CORNERS: Hand 
crafted wooden boxes and chests and black and white 
photographs by various artists * Until Dec. 22 


UPSTAIRS GALLERY 2nd H, 11631-105 Ave (452- 
8906) * Open: Tue-Sat 11am-4pm, or by appointment 
» XMAS EXHIBITION: Small artworks by Caroline and 
Frank Armington, Illingworth Kerr, John Koerner, 
Richard Yats, Bernie Hippel, Mare Siegner, Gordon 
Snyder, Dan Bagan and others, silver sculpture by Stuart 
Adams * Until Dec. 23 


URBAN ROOTS 10143 Whyte Ave (438-5978) « 
Paintings/photographs by Peca Rajkovic, Sculpture and 
masks by Ritchie Velthuls. Paintings and cast bronze by 
Tania Garner-Tomas * Until Dec. 31 


VAAA GALLERY 3rd Fl, Harcourt House, 10215-112 St 
(421-1731) * Open Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm * CONTINU- 
UM/AN EXPLORATION OF FIBRE: Fibre artworks by the hand 
weavers, spinners and dyers of Alberta * Until Dec. v7 


VANDERLEELIE GALLERY 10183-1112 St (452-0286) * 
Open Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm * Classical figure and stil life 
paintings by Lam. Photographs of flowers by Anderson. 


WALTERDALE PLAYHOUSE Art in the Lobby 10322-83 
Ave (432-7357) * DE MINIMUS: Mixed media collage, 
acrylic and watercolours by Donna Marchyshyn Shymko- 
and Elaine Tweedy * Until Dec. 10 


WEST END GALLERY 12308 Jasper Ave (488-4892) * 
EDMONTON ROMANCE: Artworks by Nixie Barton, Grant 
Leier * Until Dec. 9 


WORKS GALLERY Commerce Place, Main Al, 10150 
Jasper Ave * Open: Mon-Sat noon-Spm * THE SPIRIT OF 
GENEROSITY: Original gifts, handmade by local artists * 
Until Dec. 24 


AUDREY’S BOOKS 10702 Jasper Ave (432-9427) * 
Launch of Myma Kostash and Duane Burton’s book, 
Reading the River: A Traveller's Companion to the North 
Saskatchewan River featuring readers Alice Major, Rudy 
Wiebe, Myma Garanis and Gail Helgason and more * 
Thu, Dec. 8 (7:30pm) 


CITY ARTS CENTRE 10943-84 Ave (433-2932) * TALES 
Christmas Tellaround * Fri, Dec. 9 (7:30-10pm) * $3 


NAKED CYBER CAFE 10354 Jasper Ave * Music, poetry, 
and performance art open stage hosted by the Naked 
Eclectic Electric Orchestra * Every Thu (8pm) 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY 7 Sir Winston Churchill Sq 
(496-7070) * Celebration of Aboriginal literature hosted by 
Ken Williams with presentations by Drew Hayden Taylor, 
Skydancer Louise Halfe, Andrea Menard, Eden Robinson, 
and Gregory Scofield * Fri, Dec. 16 (7pm) * $20 

WORKS GALLERY Commerce Place, 10155-102 St (426- 
2122) * Book launch of A History of Art in Alberta 1905- 
1970 by Nancy Townshend * Sun, Dec. 18 (2-4pm) 


YIANNIS TAVERNA 10444 Whyte Ave, downstairs 
(914-8620) = Gimme Food, Gimme Fire: Poetry open 
stage with the Raving Poets Band * Wed, Dec. 14 (8pm) 
= Food donation for the Edmonton Food Bank 


BLUE CHICAGO 14203 Stony Plain Rd (451-1402) « 
Comedy open mic hosted by Kathleen McGee * Every 
Mon (9pm) © Free 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway Boulevard (469- 
4999) * Thu 8:30pm, Fri (8:30pm), Sat (8pm and 
10:30pm) * Leif Skyving; Dec. 8-10 * Lamont Feeguson; 
Dec. 15-17 


THE COMIC STRIP 1646 Bourbon St, WEM, 8882-170 St 
(483-5999) * Show times nightly at 8pm; weekends 8pm 
and 10:30pm * John Wessling, featuring Welby Santos 
and the Bear's Paul Brown; until Dec. 11 * Get 
Hypnotized: with Sebastian Steele; Tue, Dec. 13 * B.0.1. 
(Best of Improv); Featuring members of Edmonton's 
improvising teams, with the Fresh Faces of Stand-Up; 
Wed, Dec. 14 = Rick Bronson’s Hanukkah Spectacular: 
Rick Bronson, Paul Brown, and Lars Callieou; Dec. 15-18 


WUNDERBAR HOFBRAUHAUS 8120 101 St (436-2286) 
* The Lederhoosers Super Comedy Dryhump * Every Fri 
(8:30pm) * Free 

YUK YUK’S KOMEDY KABARET Londonderry Mall 
(481-9857) * Every Wed: Stand-up » Kevin Foxx; Dec. 8 
* Mike Dambra; Fri, Dec. 9-10 (8pm-2am) 


(CANADIAN GRAFFITI Jubilations Dinner Theatre, WEM, 
Phase lil, Upper Level, 22253, 8882-170 St (484-2424) # 
Until Jan. 21 


A CHRISTMAS CAROL Citadel Maclab Theatre, 8928- 
101A Ave (425-1820) * A spectacular holiday family tradi- 
tion * Until Dec. 23 


THE CHRISTMAS CAROL PROJECT Roxy Theatre, 
10708 124 St (453-2440) * Presented by Theatre 
Network * Dec. 16-18, Dec. 21-23 (8pm), Dec. 17 (2pm) 
© $27 at TIX on the Square, Dec. 17 (2pm) children 
under 12 are free 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre 10329-83 Ave (: 
Directed by Dana Andersen. Intrique, passion « 
nanigans abound in Edmonton's live improvised 
opera * Every Mon (8pm) * Tickets at the door 


AN EVENING WITH CHARLES DICKENS Varscons 
Theatre (433-3399) = A theatrical joummey with nove 
Charles Dickens, presented by James Brewer * Dec ?. 
(7:30pm, Sat/Sun 2pm), no show Monday * $12 
(adult)/$10 (student/senior) at TIX on the Square, fun 
go to the Change for Children Society and The A 
Fund of Canada 


THE GOLDEN AGE OF ROCK, POP AND DOO Wop 
Mayfield Dinner Theatre, Mayfield Inn, 16615-109 Ae 
(483-4051) * Until Feb. 12 


THE INAPPROPRIATE JESTER Palace Banquet 
Parsons Rd (420-1757) = Presented by Randwulf 
Productions, written and directed by Randy Bro 
Andrew Mecready stars as Jacko the Jester, an ave 
who's in a bit of trouble * Dec, 15-18 (6pm doo: 
tizers, 7pm show) * $52 (incl. dinner and show) ai 7 
‘on the Square 


MEMORIES OF A CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT | 
Place, 100 Festival Way, Sherwood Park (449-3378, 
8000) * A funny, warm story of a man’s life as se 
through the eyes of a Christmas ornament that | 
* Dec. 11 (2pm) * $18 (adult)/$15 (child 12 and 
at Festival Place box office 


MOVING ALONG Roxy Theatre, 10708-124 Si (4 
1757/453-2440) * By Chris Craddock, directed t: “le 
Lees, presented by Simian Theatre * A young man’s sto 
told while he sits in a chair of his own invention « 

10 (8pm), Dec. 11 (2pm) = $18 (adult)/$15 
(student/senlor) at TIX on the Square 


THE MYTH OF SUMMER Timms Centre for the A 
of A, 87 Ave-112 St (492-2273/420-1757) * An of 
comedy by Conni Massing, directed by Stephen 1 
Quirky characters look for love and fulfillment » 
familiar world of cement waterpark beaches, th 
lakeside suburb and In the sprawling wildemess 
mercialism * Until Dec. 10 (8pm); Thu, Dec. 8 (1 
* $8-$20 at TIX on the Square, Studio Theatre & 


MY FAIR LADY Festival Place, 100 Festival Way 
Sherwood Park (449-3378/451-8000) * Musical, 2499 
from Bernard Shaw’s play Pygmalion. Henry Higair 
opinionated linguistics professor and confirmed b: 
makes a wager that he can transform Eliza Doolitt 
cockney flower seller into a high society lady = D' 
23, 27-30 (7:30pm); Dec. 26 (2pm and 7:30pm) * 
(show only adult)/$15 (show only children 12 and 
under)/$48 (show/dinner, Dec. 2, adult)/$39 ( 
ner, Dec. 21, child 12 and under)/$42 (show/! 
26, adult)/$33 (show/lunch, Dec. 26, child 12 an 


SHE LOVES ME La Cité Francophone, 8627-91 St (# 
1757) * Musical presented by Plain Janes Theatre. Mus 
Jerry Bock, lyrics by Sheldon Harnick, based on a play b 
Miklos Laszlo * Dec. 9-18 (Tue-Sat 8pm, Sun 2pm) * 
(adult)/$15 (student/senior/Equity) at TIX on the Squa 


TEST DRIVE Citadel Rice Theatre, 9828-1014 Av 
1820) * A new play reading festival * Extinction > 
written and directed by Ron Jenkins and starring Ron 
Pederson (Sat, Dec. 10, 8pm) * Control by Clem Mar 
and directed by Vern Thiessen (Sun Dec. 11 (2pm)* 
10-11 * Donation 


UNDISCOVER’D COUNTRY Catalyst Theatre, 852° 
St (420-1757) * By Scott Douglas, directed by Ben 
Henderson, presented by Undiscover'd Collective * } 
young computer genius who is haunted by a mys" 
Cree-speaking ghost starts out on a quest after 
Shakespeare’s Hamlet is accidentally downloaded in! 
brain © Dec, 8-11, Dec, 13-18 » $18 (adult)/S1> (at 
dent/senior/Equity) at door, TIX on the Square 


YOU CAN'T TAKE IT WITH YOU Walterdale Play" 
Walterdale Playhouse, 10322-83 Ave (420-1 757)" ® 
George S. Kaufman and Moss Hart, directed by 12¢ 
Thomey * When Alice invites her rich, handsom® fi 
and his conservative parents for supper, she has 0” 
request for her eccentric family-to be normal. But " 
is easier sald than done * Until Dec, 10 (Tue-Sat °° 
Sun 2pm) * $10-$14 at TIX on the Square, door 
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BS/LECTURES 


RY IN 2000 YEARS StillPoint Healing 
710, 10350-124 St (452-9388) * Presentation by 
‘of enlightened teachers known as "the masters 

* Mon, Dec. 12 (7-9:30pm) * Donations 


OREAL ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVISM 7, 6328A-104 
‘every Thu (6:30-8:30) * Organic Roots, 8225-122 St; 
pry third Thu (6:30pm) 
ONVERSATION CAFE Unity of Edmonton Church, 
212-106 Ave = Meeting presented by Rev. Yvonne 

* Every Tue (1-3pm) 


DMO FRENCH MEET-UP Bohemia Cyber Café, 
1012 Jasper Ave (945-5220) * Informal conversation 
oup, all levels of French speakers welcome * Wed, 

Dec. 14 (7-9pm) 


ONTON NATURE CLUB Royal Alberta Museum 
tre (427-8515/430-7134) * Birds of Christmas featur- 
g various speakers and Dave Ealey MC * Dec. 16 


VA'S MONTHLY WRITER'S CIRCLE Exhibition Suite 
29-1671) = Meeting on the first Tue ea. month (7- 
pm), to discuss, share and comment on work in 
common challenges and and to hear from 
| quests 


HEF INFORMATION SESSIONS Park Memorial 
Centre, 11015-1017 St (454-1231, ext. 50) * 
eting presented by the Edmonton Bereavement 
‘My Own Kind of Christmas: Holidays and Grief « 
Dec. 10 (10-11:15am) * Free 


EXPECTATIONS AROUND CHRISTMAS 
ity of Edmonton. (church), 13212-106 Ave * Gifts of 
ine Heart, presentation/discussion on explore feelings of 
nif giving and receiving with Rev. Yvonne Racine; Thu, 
Dec. 8 (7-9pm) 


(E HUMAN RIGHTS CITY EDMONTON PROJECT 
CEP) Canadian Native Friendship Centre, 11205-101 
(453-2638) * Steering committee meeting * Sat, Dec. 
10 (/ tam-4pm) 


ER SANCTUMS, OUTER SPACES Rm 4-5, Business 
liding, U of A, www.ualberta,ca/~sheilac/ISOS.huml + 
graduate colloquium presented by the U of A’s 
lecieval and Early Modern Institute (MEM!) featuring 
tations on cultural, literary and historical subjects 
Dec. 69 


DE/OUT 2005/2006 SPEAKERS’ SERIES Education 

entre, Education North, Rm 7-152, 7th Fl» Modem 
ceed Attitudes Toward Sexual Minonties, presentation 

» Dr. Melanie Morrison * Thu, Dec. 15 (S-6pm) 


GHT-NATURAL VISION IMPROVEMENT Stilloint 
ing Centre, 110, 10350-124 St (452-9388) « 
Pres tion by Dayna Boetzkes * Tue, Dec. 13 (7-10pm) 
10, pre-register 
D.E IN EDMONTON ARCHITECTURE LECTURE 
MacEwan Conference Theatre, 5-142, 105 St. Bldg 
Featuring lecture by architect, Russell Acton * Tue, 
13 (7pm) $7/$5 (MADE/WORKS member) 


R NORTH AMERICA: FROM TURTLE ISLAND TO 

jE SECURITY AND PROSPERITY PARTNERSHIP Tory 
do, Basement, Room 45, U of A» Lecture, Enduring 

1es: Defence, featuring speakers Desmond Morton and 
| Klepak * Dec. 8 (3:30-Spm) 


FE TECHNOLOGY-ENERGY WELLNESS StillPoint 
lealing Centre, 110, 10350-124 St (452-9388) * Free 
emonstrations * Thu, Dec. 8 (10am-Spm) * Pre-register 


STRESS-LESS CHRISTMAS SEASON Unity of 
dmonton (church), 13212-106 Ave * Christmas 
s-Replace Pain of Grief with Peace presented by Rev. 
lvonne Racine * Sun, Dec. 18 (1pm) 


ETARIANS OF ALBERTA CHRISTMAS Riverdale 
ommunity Hall, 9231-100 Ave (988-2713/469-1448) * 
Potluck dinner = Sun, Dec. 11 (S:30pm) * $2 (mem- 
er)/$3 (non member) 


TRAIL ASSOCIATION « Strathcona 
liderness Centre (440-1146); free guided hike/ski, 
pprox. 11km; Dec. 4 (10am, meet at at Capilano Mall's 
ViacDonalds) + Blackfoot (4787-5622); free guided 
Hike/ski; approx. 12 km; Dec. 18 (10am, meet at 
ipilano Mall's MacDonalds) 


QUEER LISTINGS 


PE Faculty of Education, U of A Campus * Sex, sexu- 
gender differences in education and culture focus 
up * Contact Dr. Andre Grace (andre.grace@ualber- 
9) for info 


SEXUAL WOMEN’S COFFEE GROUP bwcoffee- 
bup@yahoo.ca * Social group for bi-curious and bisex- 
women * Second Wed each month (7:30pm) 


DOTS AND SADDLES 10242-1086 St (423-5014) * 
ge tavern with pool tables, restaurant, shows. 
embers only 


UDDYS NITE CLUB 11725 Jasper Ave (488-6636) * 
en daily 9-3, Fri 8-3 * Mon: Amateur strip contest 
=30); Dj Alvaro, Ashley Love * Tue: Free pool, 
box, Dj Arrowchaser * Wed: Gurlz Gone Wild 
nite: with D] Eddy Toonflash, Mia Fellow, Ashley Love, 
Bhiko Oh-no, quests » Thu: Wet Undies Contest (12:30): 
th D} Squiggles, Yohko Oh-no * Fri: DJ Alvaro dance 
male strippers * Sat: Theme parties, leather/fetish 
free pool, pool toumament, Dj Arrowchaser * 
® Stardust Lounge with Mz Bianca and Mz Vanity Fair 
Pm), D] Eddy Toonflash 


DOWN UNDER MENS BATH HOUSE 12274 Jasjier Ave 
(482-7960) » Open 24/7 * www.gayedmonton.com 
EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS "ASSOCIATION 
(422-6207) * An organization for gay men and lesbians 
in business and their non-gay friends to share business 
knowledge, learn, make friends and network In a positive, 
proud space where being yourself is the norm 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 300, 11456- 
Jasper Ave (488-5742) or contact7@hivedmonton.com * 
Programs and support services for people affected and 
infected by HIV/AIDS and related Illnesses. Counselling, 
referrals, support groups, harm reduction, education, 
advocacy and public awareness campaigns 
INGLEWOOD HALL 12515-116 Ave (488-3234) = 
Mistletoe dance and turkey dinner * Fri, Dec. 16 (7pm. 
dinner, 9pm dance) * $15 (dinner and dance adv) at the 
Pride Centre; some tickets (dance only) at the door 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Campus-based organiza- 
tion for lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-identified and queer 
(LGBTQ) faculty, graduate student, academic, straight 
allies and support staff * Third Thu each month (fall/win- 
ter terms): Speakers Series. Contact Kris (kwells@ualber- 
ta.ca); Education Centre, Education North, Rm 7-152, 
7th Fl; Inside/OUT 2005/2006 Speakers’ Series: Featuring 
Modern Prejudiced Attitudes Toward Sexual Minorities, pre- 
sentation by Dr. Melanie Morrison; Thu, Dec. 15 (S-6pm) 


LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St. www.edmiiving- 
positive.ca (1-877-975-9448/488-S768) * Providing confi- 
dential peer support to people living with HIV = Every Tue 
(7-9pm); Support group * Daily drop-in, peer counselling 
MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté St. jean, 
8406 Marie-Anne Gaboury (91 St) Rm 3-18 (490-7332) * 
Program for HIV-AIDS prevention, treatment and harm 
reduction in French, English and other African languages 
* Every 3rd and 4th Sat (9am-Spm) * Free (member)/$10 
(membership) * Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB 
‘www.geocities.com/makingwaves_edm * Recreational 
and competitive swimming with coaching, beginners 
encouraged to participate. Socializing after practices = 
Every Tue and Thu 


MEDITATION 10502-70 Ave (633-6157) * Tranquility 
meditation, Tibetan tradition WITH Ani Lama Kunsang * 
am) * Free 


MEN TALKING WITH PRIDE Pride Centre, 10010-109 
St (488-3234) © Every Sun (7pm); A safe, supportive, 
confidential discussion group talking about all gay related 
issues, for men at any stage of coming out « Free = talk- 
ingwithpride@hotmail.com 

PFLAG Pride Centre, 10010-109 St (462-5958) = 
Meetings every third Tuesday of the month at 7:30pm * 
Support/education for parents, families and friends of les- 
bians/gays/bisexuals/transgenders 


PRIDE CENTRE 10010-109 St (488-3234) * Open: 
Mon-Fri 7-10 * Edmonton's GLET Community Centre, 
offering drop-in counselling services, community access 
computers, community group meeting space, resource 
materials, and a games and TV area * Christmas Day 
turkey dinner hosted by Men Talking With Pride; Sun, 
Dec. 25; free, all ages, all genders event, pre-register 


PRISM BAR AND GRILL 10524-101 St, back entrance 
(990-0038) * Lesbian and gay bar/restaurant 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St (426-3150) * Open Sun-Thu 
8pm-3am, Fri-Sat 8pm-4am * Wed: Amateur strip with 
Weena Luv, Sticky Vicky, Dj Alvaro * Thu: Rotating shows: 
Sticky’s open stage and the Weakest Link game second 
and last Thu with D} Jazzy * Fri: Upstairs: Euro Blit= New 
European music with D) Outtawak Downstairs; Dj jazzy * 
Sat: Every Sat like new years; Upstairs: Monthly theme 
parties with Dj Jazzy; Downstairs: New music with Dj Dan 
and Mike « Long weekend Sundays: Betty Ford Hangover 
Clinic Show: Every long weekend with Dj Jazzy * Tue-Thu 
$1 (member)/$4 (non-member); Fri-Sat $4 (member)/$6 
(non-member); Sun $2 


STEAMWORKS 11745 Jasper Ave (451-5554) * Steam 
baths open daily (24hrs) 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) * Open Daily 
(noon) * Sat-Wed: Karaoke with Annie and Tizzy (7- 
12pm) * Tue, Sat-Sun: Pool toumaments 


YOUTH UNDERSTANDING YOUTH Pride Centre 
10010-109 St, www.members.shaw.ca/yuy * Every Sat 
(7-9pm) * An adult facilitated social/support group for 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered, and straight youth 
under the age of 25 


| SPECIAL EVENTS | 


ARTY PARTY Red Strap Market, 10305-97 St * 
Fundraiser featuring music by Mary Rankin, Laura Vinson 
and Free Spirit, Back Porch Swing, Brian Gregg and Patsy 
Amico, Knotwork, Two By Four and others, also featuring 
various dance performances, and poetry readings * Sat, 
Dec. 10 (1-6pm) * Proceeds to Human Youth Society 


CHANGE FOR CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY 
Change for Children, 222 Sacred Heart School, 9624-108 
Ave (448-1505) * Fri, Dec. 9 (5-9pm) * Free 


(CHRISTMAS FORMAL CHARITY SWING DANCE 
Orange Hall * Dance fundraiser for AIDS education in 
Africa. Hour-long jive lesson begins at 8pm * Dec, 10 
(8pm-midnight) * $7 


CHRISTMAS LIGHTS TOURS Edmonton Transit System, 
City Hall (fountain side) * Dec. 15-22 (6pm,6:1Spm, 
6:30pm) * $3 each (limit of 8 tickets/person) at TIX on 
the Square (prior to the ride) 


CINEMA AT THE CENTRE Stanley: Milner Theatre, 7 
Sir Winston Churchill Sq (496-7070) * Le Grand Voyoge 
Arabic and French with English subtitles, rated PG with 
mature themes * Wed, Dec. 14 (7pm)* Free 
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Tilo Paiz, American Rosa, dance troupes Musicale, Latin 
‘Comer, Viral, and Flavia Robles * Sat, Dec. 10 (8pm) « 
$10 (adv)/$15 (door) at TIX on the Square, Megatunes, 
Paraiso Tropical 


DANCES OF UNIVERSAL PEACE Riverdale Community 
Hall, 9231-100 Ave (467-1285/929-5571) * Mon, Dec. 
12 (7:30-9:30pm) 


AN EVENING WITH CHARLES DICKENS Varscona 
Theatre. 83 Ave, Old Strathcona (433-3399) * A one- 
man play, fundraising event for Change for Children « 
Until Dec. 17 * Pay-What-You-Can 


FINE ART OF SCHMOOZY Latitude 53, 10248-106 St 
(423-5353) * Fundraser featuring fashion, art, music, 
food and martinis * Dec. 10 (8pm (door) * $10 (mem- 
ber)/$15 (non-member) at Latitude, UltraViolet Floral 
Studio, Blackbyrd 


INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS DAY EVENT Bissell 
Centre, 10527-96 St « White Band Day * Dec. 10 
(11:30am-1 pm) 


MEMORIES OF A CBC JUBILEE CHRISTMAS Horizon 
Stage, 1001 Calahoo Road, Spruce Grove (962-8995/4S1- 
8000) * Don Messer’s jubilee featuring seasonal songs, the 
"Buchta* dancers, and Messer’s "down-home" 
music * Dec. 10 (2pm and 7:30pm) * $30 


MINKHA WOMEN'S KNITTING CO-OPERATIVE OF 
BOLIVIA Windsor Park Community Hall, 11840-87 Ave 
(436-S732/433-3206) * Handknit alpaca sweater sale, 
open house * Sat, Dec. 10 (10am-4pm) 


ST. ALBERT FILL A BUS Canadian Tire, bath Save on 
Foods Stores and Wal-Mart (St. Albert) » Help fill a St 
Albert Transit bus with non-perishable food, toys (0- 
17yrs), and cash donations * Sat, Dec. 10 (9-Spm) 


SAVVY ART TO SAVE THE DAY Savoy Restaurant, 
10401-82 Ave * Sale of Steven Csorba’s artworks go to 
Kids with Cancer * Dec. 8 (6:30-11pm) 


Prizes every 
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Sh OPTIC PRESENTS: SHOW BASH, 
and'Ghil, 10045-1b9'se'«! Fr, bavt ty * 


A VINYL CAFE CHRISTMAS jubilee Auditorium * Stuart 
McLean * Wed, Dec. 14 (7:30pm) * $37.50-$41.50 


KARAOKE 


ALBERT'S 9308-34 Ave « Every Tue (8pm): with 
Prosound Productions 


AVENUE PIZZA 8519-112 St (432-0536) * Every Thu 
(9:30pm) 


B-STREET 11818-111 Ave (414-0545) * Every Wed-Sun 
(9pm): with Brad Scott 


BANKER'S PUB 16753-100 St (406-5440) © Every Fri 
(9pm-lam) * Every Sun (8pm-midnight): with Off-Key 
Entertainment 

CAMELOT SPORTS BAR 10231-95 St (425-4298) * 
Every Sun (8pm-12): Hosted by Jeannie 

CEILI'S IRISH PUB 10338-109 St (426-5555) * Every 
Sat (9pm): Jameoke 


ECCO PUB 9605-66 Ave * Every Mon (9pm): with 
Sonia, Prosound Productions 


FRANCO'S 14059 Victoria Trall (478-4636) * Every 
Thu/Sat (1 0pm-2:30am): Debra-Fae 


GAS PUMP 10166-114 St (485-4841) » Every Tue/Wed 
(pm) 


HOLIDAY INN 4520-76 Ave * Every Thu (8:30pm): 
with Linda, Prosound Productions 


JAMMERS PUB 11948-127 Ave (451-8779) * Every 
Mon (7-11pm): hosted by Peggy Sue 


LAKEVIEW PUB 18, 9104-179 Ave * Every Sat (Spm- 
Jam): with Off-Key Entertainment 


MOJO’S Best Western Hotel, Fort Saskatchewan * Every 


DECEMBER 8-14, 2005 


Fri (9: ls Prosound, ictions = . 
Mate oi tees eo peer 
NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave (490-1999) = Every Tue 


PICARDS PUB 10725-104 Ave (428-4386) * Every Wed 
(8pm): with Christy, Mr. Entertainment 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL + Downtown, 10604-101 
St (423-3499); every Mon-Sat (9pm); Sun (7pm): with 
Ruth * Highstreet, 10315-124 St (482-1600); daity 
(9:30pm) * Old Strathcona, 10475-20 Ave (439- 
7211); every Thu-Sat (9:30pm-1:30am) * 99 St, 63 Ave; 
every Thu-Sat (9pm-1am): with Off-Key Entertainment 


SANTANA'S * Every Wed (9pm-2am) 
SILVER MARTINI 10668-156 St * Every Thu (9pm): 


with Sonia, Prosound Productions * Every Sat (9pm): 
with Prosound Productions 


SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND ROLLER SKATING 
DISCO 13710-104 St (472-6336) « Every Tues, Fri-Sat 
(7pm-midnight), Sat-Sun (1-Spm) 

SUNSET PIZZA 152, Stony Plain Rd = Every Wed-Sat 
(9pm-2am) 

T. B’S PUB 62 St, Stony Plain Rd (443-2621) * Every Fri- 
Sat (9pm-2am): with Jeannie; games and prizes 


TODAY'S 5224-86 St (465-6223) © Every Fri/Sat (9pm- 
lam) 


WHISTLE STOP PUB 24 Ave, 132 St (451-5506) « 
Every Wed-Thu: with Je 


nie 


WINSTONS PUB 9016-132 Ave (457-4883) © Every 
Fri/Sat (9pm-1am) 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) * Open Dally 
(noon) * Every Sat-Wed (7pm-midnight): with Annie 
and Tizzy 


YESTERDAY'S 205 Carnegie Dr, St. Albert (459-0295) « 
Every Tue (®pm-1am): Off-Key Entertainment with Nicole 


heaenter just once for a shot at prizes for two: 
‘pamper yourself’ packages »romantic getaways ~spring flings 


free 
will 
astrology 


By ROB BREZSNY 


RaIARES ert te 


Science writer Carl Sagan liked to say that 
“Extraordinary claims require extraordinary 
evidence.” He often invoked that idea in his 
crusade to debunk theories he considered 

« outlandish, like the proposition that 
extraterrestrials are visiting our planet. 
While | think Sagan’s measuring stick is usu- 
ally quite useful, you should be careful 
about applying it too fanatically in the com- 
ing week. Surprising and marvelous possibil- 
ities are headed your way, and at least one 
of them will be very real but impossible for 
your rational mind to validate. 


In Sicily, the word “mafia” once meant 
beauty, charm, excellence, or boldness. In 
its modern usage, both in Italian and Eng- 
lish, none of the old senses of the word 

4» have survived. It refers to organized crime, 
and conveys a sinister mood. | encourage 
you to identify a comparable thing in your 
own life, Taurus: a situation, influence, or 
relationship that was formerly a blessing, 
but that has now degenerated into a 
source of darkness. Is there anything you 
can do to resurrect its original glory? If it’s 
even remotely possible, now is the time 
you're most likely to accomplish it. 


About 149 light years from Earth, 
astronomers have discovered a planet in a 
solar system with three stars. If you lived 
on that world, you'd regularly see three 
different sunrises, one each by a yellow, 
orange, and red sun. | think that happens 
to be an apt metaphor for your current 
state of affairs, Gemini. Several potent 
sources are competing to be your 
lodestar; you can’t decide which one you 
want to be your wellspring of meaning. 
I'm not saying that’s bad. In fact, it could 
be very interesting. But if you choose to 
keep indulging in this division of your 
attention, you will have to work hard not 
to become scattered. 


Have you seen the TV show Lost? One of 
the tales it tells is about a character 
named John Locke, who has been con- 
fined to a wheelchair for years. When the 
plane he’s riding on crashes on a Pacific 
island, he is not only unhurt, he recovers 
the use of his legs. The accident itself is 
somehow the mysterious cause of the 
miracle. | predict that you will be the ben- 
eficiary of events that have a metaphori- 
cal or mythic resemblance to Locke's 
story. Luckily, the triggering experience 
will be nowhere near as scary or danger- 
ous as Locke’s. And while the resulting 
transformation may also be less spectacu- 
lar, it will fix a knotty problem or restore a 
lost capacity. 


You have gone through feline phases 
before, Leo, but your current resonance 
with cat-like energy is extraordinary. ! 
wouldn't be surprised if you felt desires to 


undulate when you move, scratch furni- 
ture, sleep more than usual, rub yourself 
against people you love, act downright 
inscrutable, and get lots of high-quality 
alone time. | also suspect you'll need to 
find a way to express a pressing urge to 
hunt. My advice? You might want to seek 
guidance in some of those horoscope 
books for cats, like Cat Astrology by Michael 
Zulio or Starcats by Helen Hope. 


To convey the dirt simple oracle you need 
to hear, I’m going to steal a line from the 
poet William Kulik: “You can’t get it 
because you've already got it.” In other 
words, Virgo, your only hope for enjoying 
the lovely experience you're wistfully fanta- 
sizing about is to register the fact that the 
lovely experience is available to you right 
now. It’s already yours for the taking. 


PTUBRA sate. or 


“Dear Rev. Brezsny: | had a dream that | 
was inside a drawing by M.C. Escher. 
Every time | reached the top of a stairway 
| found myself again at the bottom of the 
same stairway. | couldn’t tell which way 
was up and which was down. Depending 
on how | turned my head, the sky was 
above me and full of swimming fish, or it 
was below me and full of flying birds. | 
kept seeing a snake swallowing its own 
tail. What does it all mean? —Puzzled 
Libra.” Dear Puzzled: | believe your dream 
points to three experiences that a lot of 
Librans are having right now: (1) Oppo- 
sites are not only starting to attract; they 
may even be flowing into each other. (2) 
Beginnings and endings are not merely 
overlapping; they may both be contained 
in the same situation. (3) An influence 
now entering your life has arrived here 
from eternity. 


George Ill was King of England from 1760 
to 1820. During the last years of his reign, 
he gradually became more and more 
insane, talking to himself for hours on end 
and addressing trees as if they were people. 
When he first began losing his mind, his ser- 
vants and assistants decided they would try 
to make him feel more comfortable by act- 
ing crazy themselves. Their collusion with 
George’s pathology is an extreme example 
of a situation that all of us are at risk of. Our 
associates and loved ones may fall into a 
rhythm of going along with our odd ideas 
and bad habits, encouraging us to continue 
doing what we probably shouldn’t do. | 
think this could be a potential problem for 
you in the coming days, Scorpio. Your allies 
may not bust you or call your bluff, which 
means you'd better do it yourself. 


“if they can get you asking the wrong ques- 
tions, they don’t have to worry about the 
answers,” wrote novelist Thomas Pynchon. 
Between now and the end of the year, Sagit- 
tarius, please gaze into a mirror and tell your- 
self that advice regularly. You can’t afford to 
let anyone—authorities, experts, enemies, or 
even friends—set the ground rules or define 
the contours of your quest for the truth. Your 
driving passion should be to frame the 
unique questions that will lead you inex- 
orably to what you need to know next. (P.S. 
The answers you receive will be wrong until 
you frame those crafty questions.) 


SP ICAPRICORN 22-10 


“If in the last few years you haven't discard- 
ed a major opinion or acquired a new one, 
check your pulse. You may be dead.” So 
said the humourist Gelett Burgess, and 


now, just in time for YOUF SNEAGINg Season, 
I'm offering his advice to you. It’s high time 
for you to get rid of all the old stuff y.,, 
possibly can, including not only the Major 
opinions that you've outgrown, but ajc, 
mementoes that have lost their meanjn, 
clothes that no longer match your <qj 
image, and once-exciting adventures thal 
have succumbed to numbing habit. 


ALT 


Writing in November's Esquire, Chu j) 
Klosterman described the National Footb| 
League as one of the most successful sociajig 
institutions in the world. As evidence. }, 
notes that rich teams in the biggest markers 
are required to share their revenue with poo) 
teams in small markets. The league’s bes 
franchise in recent years, the New England 
Patriots, has won so many games because jty 
star players have volunteered to accep 
reduced salaries, making more cash availabid 
for the team to assemble the best possibjg 
collection of second-line players. | recom, 
mend a similar approach to you, Aquarius 
It’s a propitious time to bring the NFL's brand 
of communalism to the group or busines 
tribe that’s so important to you. 


“There are two tragedies in life,” said 
George Bernard Shaw. “One is to lose you 
heart’s desire. The other is to gain it. 
satisfy our deepest longings, in other word; 
we lose our primary reason for living We 
love to feel our yearnings so much 
we're devastated if they're ever quenc 
Or so the argument goes. But I'm here td 
tell you, Pisces, that you have a good 
chance of refuting this theory in 2006. | 
think you'll get exactly what you've wanted 
and then thrive in the aftermath. A c 
key to this potential success story will 
offered to you in the coming week. ® 


Rave ere eee AOD 
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“unpre 


1 it fo place your Classified ad in 
\ ekly please P one Carol at 426-1996. 
line is noon the Tuesday before publication. 


Stephanie’s Thai & Lao Fusion Cuisine Catering. 
Your kitchen. For info call Stephanie, 478-421 f 
or 413-0229. 


| switch 10 EASY RECONNECT. Get RECONNECTED | 


1-877-446-5877 


Fully furnished, 2 bdrm, available to share. Bdrm 
incl. ensuite bathroom, TV cable, util incl, cen- 
trally located, minutes away from LRT & shop- 

ping. Professional, 953-2662 $400/mo. 


Meditation for everyone! 
Learn practical meditation methods with 


puddhist monk. Amitabha Kadampa Buddhist 

Centre @ Garneau United, 11148-84 Ave. 
in Thurs. 7-9pm. Ph: 412-1006 
www.MeditationEdmonton.org 


Drop- 


Always wanted to be a Martial Artist? 
wait another day? Call Northern River 
Karate School 707-3693 for a free class! 


education 


Tum your dreams into a career! 

Register for the 6 Month Dramatic Arts Program! 
Vancouver Academy of Dramatic Arts 
1-866-231-8232 
www.vadastudios.com 


Nissan Sentra 2-door, white, low km, second 
be lady driven. Excellent body, fat fires, 
AMFM cassett, $1500.00 463-5763. 


studios for rent 


Artist Studios & ole Space for rent. 200-500 
SF. Great Downtown location at the Great West 
Saddlery Bldg, SO as St. Call Mike 429- 


Conquer your fear of public speaking. Join City 
Lights Toastmasters! Meetings Downtown every 
Tuesday at noon. Call Perry af 426-5882 for details 


Learn from the pro’s, Voice-Over, writing, stand-up 
comedy and Radio announcing. This could be your 
ticket to an exciting new career. Workshops avail. 
now. Call Sharkey at 944-1686 or go on line httpy/ 
www sharkbytes-studios,com/workshops.htm_ 


100% leather sofa, loveseat, and chair 
ul never used, Cost $4,200. $1,795. 
Free delivery. Can deliver 453-3755. 


1g 
7 Bed, Queen extra thick orthopedic pillowtop 

Ng boxspring & matt. New cost $950, sacrifice real estate 

a $250. King avail at $450. Can Deliver 405-7501. 

d 


: help wanted 


(CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL, TEACH ENGLISH 
We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around 
the world. Next in-class or ONLINE by 
correspondence. Jobs guaranteed. 7712-104 St. 
Call for Free info pack 1-888-270-2941. 


FOR SALE 


NORWOOD 
8427-115 Ave. 


excellent condition, 

2 bedroom bungalow. _ 
Hardwood floors, are living 
room, bedroom and bath in 
basement. Steel fence. 
$118,500. 


486-0963, 454-8185 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night). Thu (day), 
perm/PT. Must have mini-van or truck. Looking 
for reliable, responsible person. Ph 907-0570. 


Evening Shift 
5-9:00 pm 
Paid Weekly 
Will Train 


Perfect for single professional iilestyte - onty $125,700. 
‘Over 1000sq.ft. of newty decorated Irving space in tis 
2+2 bedrm_upgraded,charecter home. Bonus of doubte 
garage, low taxes, central location (2rmins. to LAT). why 
rent when you can own for less than $70G/mon (o@c). 
CONTACT: RENE BLADON, REMAX RIVER CITY 
PAGER: 439-7000 * CELL: 984-0096 


702-5519 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 


221-3116 
Music Instruction for guitar, bass, drums, 
and percussion. 

Private instruction: focus on individual! 
Professional, caring instructors 
with music degrees. 

Quality music instruction since 1981. 


massage therapy 


If, you're tired of insufficient Therapies Call Heidi 
@ 483-1658. Therapeutic massage Licence: 
7439417-001743941 5 ii 


CLASSIFIE 


1 Phone 426-1996 trom 9am-Spm Monday to Friday 


tit ee2 seen etek 


artist to artist 


FREE* FREE*FREE*FREE* FREE 

ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE, pro- 
viding the ad is non-profit. Ads of more than 20 words 
will be subject to regular price or cruel editing. Free ads 
tun for four weeks depending on available space. For 
more info please phone Glenys at 426-1996/fax 426- 
2889/e-m office@vueweekly.com or drop it off at 10303- 
108 St. Deadline is noon the Tuesday before publication. 


re rmiiy as o0etew~- 28 
24 p 


Teach English Oversea 
TESOL Certified 5 Days In-Class or 
Online/Correspondence 
1-888-270-2941 


FREE Info Seminar 
Tuesday @ 7pm 
NEW LOCATION! 
7712 104 St. Y 
(Calgary Trail Southbound S= 
Across from Save-on-Foods) —=— 


Ss 


Overseas Job 
Guaranteed 


portation. Call Spencer for details 962-7885. 


if the HAT fits call for submissions, open to Alberta 
artists. Deadline: Mar. 15, 2006, For info Ph 461-9028, 
em: daNielle@damselflydesign.ca 


'WALTERDALE WORKSHOP. “Making the Most of Your 
Audition." Jan. 7 and 8, 2006. Members free, non-mem- 
bers only $25! 454-8606 to register. 


900 CDs -*1085~ 1000 CDs - *1595 


CompPLete PrRopuction CD Packaces! 


Standard Jewel Boxes (black trays), assembled, wrapped. injection-molded CDs with 3 
Colour (silkscreen). Full Colour/Grayscale 2-Panel Insert & Full Colour Tray. 


1°800°662°4033 


We specialize in Custom Cardboard Packages & Digipaks! 


SPIN wwwsnpindigitaimedia.com 


DIGITAK Media c 


Focus on Fibre Art Association is seeking entries for 
juried competition/show of fibre art. Deadline: Feb 10, 
2006. Ph Shirley 469-1783 


Printmaking workshops at SNAP Gallery and 
Printshop in Etching and Silkscreen. Starting 
soon. Call 423-1492 to register, info. 


Needed. One male actor, mid-30s or older for 
Christmas play. Ph 475-6193 


all to Enter: ArtsHab Studio Gallery features guest 
artists. Incl: Proposal; 10 slides/photos; CV; Artist state- 
ment. For info Ph Tim 423-2966. 


Art classes at Harcourt House: Figurative Sculpture, 
Drawing & Painting, Make Your Own Christmas Cards 
with Polaroid Techniques Workshop. Ph 426-4180 


Today for a Job Tomorrow) 


| 


Music and Performance Artists! www.PunkTV.ca 
accepting content submissions for shows, video, 
radio, interviews. artists®punktv.ca/7 80-914-8747. 


Reggae band Souljah Fyah is auditioning gui- 
tarists (reliable, versatile, and serious enquiries). 
Jay 479-5265. 


orate 


Wanted: lead guitarist for band playing ry 
50s), Vocals 


one-nighters (country/classic_rock/’ 
an asset. Ph 449-9478. 


Guitar ployepeineet looking for drummer and 
ass player 
for punk band. Infl. White Stripes. Ph 919-3933 


Looking for bands to play on Sundays. Rock, 

blues, alt, Celtic, country etc. Come and see 

Tanya with demo or ref © The Atlantic Trap & 
Gill, 7704-104 St, 432-4611 


Est. metal band seeks second guitar Raves Infl: 
Avenged Sevenfold, Soilwork, a . Must have 
own gear. Ph (780) 289-3684/(780)221-7413 


—— eee 
Trombone players needed for community big band. 
Prayers 1459-7099 : 


. bassist. Write, 


Est. cover/original rock band it 
Tom 444-7553. 


rehearse, and perform regularly. 


cig fs 


-Classes start soon 
- Student Loans 
- HRSDC 


Vancouver, BC 


TOLL FREE 


1.800.601.PAVI 


PcTIA  pacificav.com 


Ace rr) 


PIS SECTION prow nom 


THREE LIN Seton 


FOR $12.50 
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If you have always wanted to be a broadcaste, 
Have you ever intentionally harmed yourself? here is your chance! VoicePrint Canada is look, 


Share your experience. If you are 18-29 yrs old, for volunteers for Local Broadcast Centres. Dona: 
have self-harmed within the last 2yrs e-m Sandra your time to read local newspapers to the bling 
sandra_reasearch@hotmail.com, ph 695-9169. low-vision, seniors, Voiceprint Canada broadcas) 


nationally on CBC Newsworld’s S.A.P., and World 
wide at www.voiceprintcanada.com. Audition: ca 
451-8331, e-m:; edmonton®voiceprintcanada.cor, 


Calgary 


Erte eth SUPPORT YOUR 
iesireenonwernen uy LOCAL FOOD BANK 
30 rn FREE usin, wide 1 eS2, 


OTHER CITIES 1-888-482-8282 


(780) 665-4444. 
| Ledios FREES | 


Hot local women! 


Call ERE! Chat NOW! Meet Someone 
10-669. New Right Now! | 


780-669-2 
other a 1 °8e8 482- 8282 
- No liability. 


FEMALES NEEDED!!! Make $799 US per month 
with a spy cam in your bedroom, Voyeur website 
Di | is currently looking for UN AMCGE HIVE piCss 

id Call Jamie for more info. 1-800-474-8: ye 
———ESEESSalSl———— | 

| Chat live or meet local gay men. Try us for free! ] 

ON YOUR BELL CELLPHONE! (780) 413-7144. Enter code 2310 m= HT 

Cals cos 79¢/ain [CALL FREE 24 HRS EVERYDAY | 
sex trade workers Taste 

Kerccorn |- 

DARK HAIRED, BLUE CED, BUSTY BEAUTY 2. SEGon= | 
WITH BEAUTIFUL TANNED BODY. 413-0294. 44-TALKS | 448-2557 


USE MEDIA CODE: 4000 


[780- 669-2323, 
|- 900- 6//- 4444 Sic 


nigpee ~©=©- Chaat SPECIAL RG 702.2223 


HOT LOCAL SINGLES! HOT MALE CHAT + UNCENSORED ERGTIGISTORIES + TALKING CLASSIFIEDS 


780-665-6565 Britis 


~CruiseLine, 


= 


Gra2éVine NO MORE ‘onl 


“@ NIGHTS 
) 


(Just pick up the phone)) 
Women Always FREE: 


* Free chat for Freedom Package members, M-F 3am - Spm for up to 2months! Restriclions apply.18+. No Gabiity. Sid. carrier rates apply. 


| MOBILE VATING FREE TRIAL TEXT kA TO 53799 MM 180.413.7122) sch cs 
on ow E 


‘wwwu.ashle 


7 Fe or Women Seeking Romantic 
Affe it fo | e Men Who 


Yant to Fulfill Them. 


“SIGN-UP 
ey I 


866- 142 “22 1 8 Bare - Discreet se pions £044 
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Continued from page 57 


musicians 


d Ves & 0a steel play 

or ral and. keyboard or ue 

Drummer, bassist & singer wanted for back 
Metin’ rock, Justhy 440-4048. 


volunteer 


access 
prices. 
area to 
jieve that all children have a right to grow 
fe believes and schools, and that al adults 
ave real jobs, homes and friends. 


deserve to 
‘¢s\| 454 0701 ext 230, See how you can help to 
open the gate to community living in your area. 


The Human Rights City Edmonton Project 
(HRCEP) Steering Committee: Resting Cr Sat, 
Dec. 10.(11-4pm) at the Canadian Native 
friedship Centre, 11205-101 St, call 453-2638. 


uu suicidal between 13-19? If you are no 
fonger suicidal and Currently hetween 15-22 
years of age. Confidential. Ph Katherine 690- 
1892 or teen.research@hotmail.com 


the Y.E.5.S. annual campaign. 
ne Emergency Shelter, Ph 168-7070. 


Seniors Agency in need of winter 
ey Saihing, 429-2626. 


7{ you would like to reconnect with your volun- 
{esr-cooperation agency, or are looking to con- 
nect with other returned volunteers visit 
www.volcall.org 


EA | BERCING INFERTILE WANTED: 

les 18+ encountering infertility for year or 
rome describe ex, atence of infertl for 

yes arena at the U of A. Rachel at 451-9005 
‘or infertilityresearch@hotmail.co 


151 Tutors urgently needed. Call PA.LS., 424- 
5514, Help someone learn English as a second 
language. Training materials provided. 


da World Youth-Amazing International 
Volunteer programs! Youth 17-24. www.canada- 
dyouth.org Deadline Jan. 15, 2006. 


If you need info ... 


Donations Urgently Needed for disaster relief i 
the aftermath of ny Need STAN Te lor & 
Guatemala e-m:; lorena@changeforchildren.org 
/www.changeforchildren.org 


Literacy tutors needed to assist adults with develop- 
i Det aliyeel mene to acquire basic 
reading/writing skills. Tutor training, support, materials 
provided. 1-2 hrsvk. Various locations. Lily: 432- 
1137, ext.357. 


Supportive adult role models needed to share time 
& interests with children & youth (5-17yrs) living in 
residential facilities. Orientation, supervision pro- 
vided. Evening or weekend placements. Various 
locations. Lily: 432-1137, ext.357. 


Food Not Bombs 
Looking for people to help out with cooking and 
serving of meals every Sunday, Ph 904-8751 or e- 
m: foodnotbombsedmonton@hotmail.com 


HipHepaYouth Group: looking for creative, lead- 
ers who want to learn more about liver health. 
Computer designers, health promoters, public 
speakers are welcome, we will provide mentor- 

ing. Ph Melissa 444-1547. 


Team leaders needed (Nov-Dec) for the 
Christmas Bureau, Ph Lana at 414-7683. 
www.christmasbureau.edmonton.ab.ca 


Overwhelmed? In a tough spot? Talk to us! No- 
Fee Walk-In Counselling 482-INFO (4636) The 
Support Network, www.thesupportnetwork.com 


EXPERIENCING INFERTILITY? Female partici- 
pants aged 18+ wanted for UofA stg a Senoring 
women’s experiences of infertility. Ph Rachel 
451-9005, infertilityresearch@hotmail.com. 


YEAR ROUND ON-LINE AUCTION for Alberta 
Easter Seals. Donate items, bid, have a great time. 
Carmen 429-0137 x233. 
http//auction.edmonton24hourrelay.com. 


A call for volunteers - Action for Healthy 
Communities: Questions about AHC philosophy & 
programs? 944-4687 Visit: www.a4hc.ca 


Volunteer for the New Neighbours Program at 
Edmonton Immigrant Services Association. Become 
a friend to a NEW Canadian. Ph Dulari 474-8445. 


If you OR your brother/sister has schizophrenia, ph 
492-6033 to be in research study. Expenses paid. 


e may be able to help. 


Networks Activity Centre provides a safe, support- 
ive environment for adults with brain injury 
to volunteer Ph (780)479-1757 , e-m: George 
Kapetanakis nacentre@telusplanet.net 


Adult Day Support Programs provide seniors with 
special needs with a recreationaV/edueational day 
program Donna 434-4747. 


Volunteer Overseas with Canadian Crossroads 
International: human rights, community economic 
development, and HIV/AIDS education, preven- 
tion, care. www.cciorg.ca 


Do you like to drive your own car in Edm? We pay 
the gas! To be appreciated, call Seniors Vol. Driving 
for more information at 732-1221 


Adult volunteers needed during day (esp. Wed) to 
help seniors at non-profit agency with activities; 
cards/ crafts’ games. Ph Yvonne, 434-6747 


Devonshire Care Centre (long-term care centre) 
looking for volunteers to help out. Recreation, 
occupational/physical therapy, nursing, gift shop. 
Ph 665-8050. 


Brain Neurobiology Research Program at U of A 
seeks individuals suffering from SEVERE PMS for 
research study. Ph 407-3775. Reimbursement 


Brain Neurobiology Research Program al U of A 

seeks individuals suffering from PANIC ATTACKS 

for research study. Ph 407-3221. Reimbursement 
provided. 


Brain Neurobiology Research Program at U of A 
seeks individuals suffering from SOCIAL PHOBIA 
for research study. Ph 407-3221. Reimbursement 


Brain Neurobiology Research Program at U of A 
seeks individuals suffering from POSTPARTUM 
DEPRESSION for pen study. Ph 407-3906. 

Reimbursement provided. 


Volunteer drivers needed for Meals on Wheels, 
weekdays 10am-ipm. Also Kitchen volunteers 
needed. Ph 429-2020. 


Volunteer for the St. Albert Arts and Heritage 
Foundation Ph Jennifer 459-1194; Profiles Gallery 
Ph Joanna 460-4310; Musée Heritage Museum Ph 

Debby 459-1528 


WUEWEEKLY 
CONTEST RULES 


Unless otherwise specified, 
the following will apply: 


© the winner must be 18 or older 


e prize must be accepted as 
awarded 


¢ no one may enter any contest 
more than once 

© you may win only once every 60 
days 

Vue Weekly reserves the right to 
exclude anyone from our contests 


© no staff, sponsors or members of 
their immediate family may enter 


e the personal information of 
those who enter will not be sold 
but may be provided to contest 
sponsors 


e the chances of winning depend 
on the number of entries received 


¢ by entering, entrants consent to 
the use of their names by Yue 
Weekly for publicity 

Yue Weekly is not responsible for 
prizes unclaimed after 15 days 
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Sex 
column 


By ANDREA NEMERSON 
Blow me down 


| Dear Andrea: 
| | have a coworker who claims she reach- 
| es orgasm on a regular basis while per- 
forming oral sex on her husband. They 
don’t have intercourse very often and 
when they do he prefers rear-entry, 
| which she says does nothing for her. | 
} find it very difficult to believe that she 
| reaches orgasms simply by performing 
oral sex on him. Is it physically possible? 
| She claims she doesn’t touch herself 
| while performing oral sex nor does he 
| touch her. Please clear this up for me. 
Love, Curious, Or Maybe Jealous 


| Dear Maybe: 
1 can’t explain this physiologically in 
any very persuasive manner except to 
say that there are people, many of 
them women, who can orgasm with 
no physical stimulation whatsoever. | 
think it’s far more likely that she is one 
of these than that she has such incredi- 
bly sexually responsive oral mucosa 
that the faintest glancing graze of 
penis across her lips and tongue can 
send her off. They did make a movie 
about that, you know (well, okay, the 
even less believable premise was that 
the woman's clitoris was in her 
throat—deep in her throat if you follow 
me) but it’s more or less the same idea. 
The physical stimulation gained by giv- 
ing a blowjob is not going to get any- 
one off, but it is possible that the 
Vulcan mind meld a motivated blower 
can sometimes form with a particular 
blowee might be powerful enough to 
get the job done. 

| wouldn’t waste too much jeal- 
ousy on this particular coworker, 
though, since her sex life actually 
sounds a little tiny bit grim to me. Yes, 
it’s extremely nice that she can come 
from giving him head but if you really 
think about it, she'd better come from 
giving him head, since there really 
isn’t much else going on for her there. 
They have rare, unsatisfactory inter- 
course that he insists on performing in 
a fashion that leaves her cold, and he 
doesn’t seem much interested in 
doing anything else which might 
directly benefit her, at least in bed. So 
either she has managed a really spec- 
tacular feat of mind over matter in 
order to salvage her sex life (and, per- 
haps, her marriage), or she’s lying 
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Love Swing 
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When She Opens It... 
The Excitement Won't Be Fake 


Who Said Diamonds Are A Girls Best Friend 
The Legendary ym 
$159.99can 


Compare @ 
The Lowest Price on Adult Toys..- Anyw 


Why a mere office-mate would go ouc 
of her way either to inform you that 
she’s capable of a peculiar, though 
certainly useful, sexual stunt, or waste 
your time and her own by making up 
such a thing | can’t imagine. 

She is not necessarily lying. It is 
definitely possible. | just can't help 
wondering what other stuff she’s con- 
fiding to you over the by the water 
cooler, and why. 

Love, Andrea 


Dear Andrea: 

| have this very powerful desire to watch 
my woman give oral and have intercourse 
with another man. It’s what turns me on 
more than anything. She says finally she'll 
go through with it (if she’s drunk enough) 
but | feel unhealthy and bad about thin 
ing about it so much. Is this somewhat 
normal, and should we really go through 
with it? I’m afraid if we don’t ever go 
through with it Ill never stop thinking 
about it. Any advice would be great! 

Love, Dreamer 


Dear Dream: 

Okay, then, my advice is “don’t,” at 
least not yet. It’s not that I’m against 
threesomes or voyeurism or pretty 
much any other consensual act no mat- 
ter how (dis)tasteful, it’s that it took her 
such a long time to come around to 
agreeing to this and she's unwilling &® 
try it sober. This does not raise a red flag 
for you? It does for me, and that’s what 
I'm here for. Red-flag spotting. In fact, 
now that | think about it, | spot another 
one: you yourself admit to feeling guilty 
(“unhealthy and bad”) for dwelling on 
this so much. You guys are a mess 
You're two messes. Don’t mess with this 
until you're less so 

There's also the question of logis- 
tics. If life were a porno, this sort of 
thing would be easy: some guy would 
show up and your wife could blow 
him, or your wife (girlfriend, whatever) 
could be blowing him when you 
showed up. Either way, Some Guy 
would be able to fulfill his duty and aa 
away and you would be left with noth- 
ing but a beautiful memory. But, as 
you are (| hope) aware, life is not a 
porno, and guys who get to do your 
girlfriend have a way of hanging 
around afterwards making themselves 
unwelcome. If this does not strike you 
as problematic, then | suppose you 
could forge ahead, but for me, the 
combination of your guilt, your girl- 
friend’s stated need to blot out her 
own consciousness in order to fulfill 
your fantasy, and the unpredictable 
nature of guys who show up to do 
your girlfriend all militate against it. 

My advice? Get a video cameraga 
And a wig. Or wait until such a time as 
both of you are able to say, without 
fear or shame or anticipation of regret, 
“Let’s do it!” 

Love, Andrea O 
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EMINEM > Curtain fall 
All the hits plus 3 new songs. 
Deluxe Edition includes bonus 
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> the Enuimeapetian OF Mle 
[Piatintin Leiteeny 
Includes “Shake It Off” and “We 
Belong Together” plus 4 new songs. 
Deluxe version includes a bonus 


MARIAH CAREY 


Phate Regiirates 
Includes “Diamonds From Sicrra 
Leone” and "Gold Digger” 
featuring jamie Foxx. 


BON JOVI > Rave A Hice Bay 


Includes “Have A Nice Day” and 
“Who Says You Can't Go Home”. 
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KILLERS. Wet Fou 
« 17 of Blink 1282's biggest hits Features “Somebody Told Me", 
_ plus? new tracks. “My Brightside”, “All These 
f Things That | Have Done” and 

§mile Like You Mean It”. 


BLINK 182 > 


— 
Edmonton: 10232 106th St. 424-6000 * 


swt CH JOH? (on Wetreeers Dream 
All of Dire Straits and Knopfier's Includes “Sitting, Waiting, 
solo hits on one CD. plus a bonus ‘ Wishing” and “Breakdown” 
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RAMMSTEIN 7 Borenret 


Blistering new albuny featur- 
ing “Benzin™. Limited Edition 
CD includes bonus OVD. 


“Piggy Bank” video 
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Includes “Be Yourself” and 
“Doesn't Remind Me”. 
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NIRVANA 9 Sliver, Best OF The Box 
19 favourites from ‘With The 
Lights Out’ plus 3 previously 
unreleased songs. 
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BLACK EYED PEAS > Monte 
Features “Don’t Phunk With 
My Heart”, “Don't Lic” and 
“My Humps”. 
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GICALLY HIP > Tar favourites 
2 CDs featuring 35 remastered MASSARI > Hasan : 
hits and 2 new songs. Includes the hits “Smile For Me”, 
“Be Easy” and “Real Love 
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